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Just two 
convicted 
of Metro 
offences 

ONLY two people have been 
convicted of committing a 
criminal offence on the Mid¬ 
land Metro Tram system 
during most of 2013, even 
though there were 54 
reported crimes, according 
to the latest figures. 

Between January and 
October 31, four people were 
arrested and charged follow¬ 
ing crimes on the network, 
two of those were convicted 
and one person was given a 
penalty notice for the crime. 

Crimes on the network 
have included a rape at West 
Bromwich Central Station, 
common assault at Kenrick 
Park, theft at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton St Georges Station and 
criminal damage at Loxdale 
Street. 

Crime has been steadily 
falling on the tram network 
over the last five years with 
126 offences in 2008 com¬ 
pared to 87 in 2012, a drop of 
30 per cent. But the number 
of convictions as a result of 
these offences has remained 
relatively low. 

British Transport Police 
spokeswoman Kelly Smale 
said crime on the Midland 
Metro has fallen year on 
year. 

She said: “Since 2008, 
violent offences have more 
than halved with reductions 
also recorded in relation to 
sexual offences, theft and 
robbery. Overall crime is rel¬ 
atively low and the chance of 
becoming a victim of crime 
rare.” 

Chief's vow 
on npower 

A JOBS chief has pledged a 
council will do ‘all it can’ to 
help hundreds of workers 
who are due to lose their jobs 
from npower. 

Councillor Ian Jones, the 
jobs boss at Sandwell 
Council, says it will help the 
400 workers who are due to 
be cut from the energy giant 
in Oldbury. He said: “We will 
do all we can for these people 
helping them to find alterna¬ 
tive work.” 

All of the 250 jobs at 
Quayside House will be cut 
when it closes in June, and 
around 150 staff will go from 
npower’s sister site Birch- 
field House, Joseph Street. 


Gesture made by Anelka sparks police move 



Gesture - Nicolas Anelka 


AN INVESTIGATION has been launched by 
police into the controversial goal celebration by 
Albion striker Nicolas Anelka on Saturday, after 
he apparently made an ‘anti-Semitic’ gesture. 

The ex-French international sparked contro¬ 
versy with what was known as the quenelle, after 
he scored two during the Baggies’ 3-3 draw at 
West Ham, and now the Metropolitan Police say 
they are looking into the matter along with the 
Football Association. 

Anelka claims the gesture was a dedication to 
a friend, the controversial comedian Dieudonne 
M’BalaM’Bala. But the French minister for sport 
Valerie Fourneyron labelled his actions as ‘dis¬ 
gusting’, and they have been condemned as a 


form of Nazi salute by Jewish groups in France. 
On Monday, a Metropolitan Police spokesman 
confirmed officers were looking into the matter 
with spokesman Alan Crockford saying: “We are 
aware of it and we are taking a look at it.” 

The 34-year-old star took to twitter to defend 
himself in the wake of the game, writing: “This 
gesture was just a special dedication to my come¬ 
dian friend Dieudonne.” And he went on to say: 
“Meaning of quenelle: anti-system. With regard 
to the ministers who give their own interpreta¬ 
tions of my quenelle, these are the ones who 
create the confusion and controversy without 
knowing what something really mean. I shall 
therefore ask the people not to be duped by the 


media. And of course, I am neither anti-Semitic 
nor racist.” In reply, Dieudonne tweeted: “Con¬ 
gratulations to Anelka for his #quenelle!” 

Among the sanctions FA chiefs could enforce is 
a match ban. Speaking after the game, Baggies’ 
acting head coach Keith Downing said: “He is 
totally surprised by the problems or the specula¬ 
tion that’s being thrown around.” 

The footballer joined West Bromwich Albion in 
the summer but has endured a difficult start. He 
was granted compassionate leave following the 
death of his agent Eric Manasse within days of 
the season kicking off in August. He returned to 
the first team this weekend for the first time in 
more than two months. 


TRAGEDY-HIT CLUB 
BACK IN BUSINESS 



by Catherine Dalton 


THE BRITISH Legion Club 
hit by tragedy after a driver 
died when his lorry 
ploughed into the club’s 
building on Boxing Day is 
back in business, after 
reopening at the weekend. 

Club members moved by the death of 
55-year-old Polish driver Henryk Jack- 
owski reopened with a ceremony in his 
memory on Saturday, and a wreath was 
placed outside the building. 

Around 15 people fled from the club’s 
lounge and snooker room in the aftermath 
of the incident. 

Mr Jackowski had only been in the job for 
a matter of days, after being taken on at 
Cargo Carriers, based in Bagnall Street, 
Great Bridge, in the run-up to the festive 
season and was delivering milk when the 
crash happened. 

Dozens of club members gathered at the 
venue, where the concert area and bar 
remained in place, and club chairman Leigh 
Jones said members held a minute’s silence 
on the night to remember Mr Jackowski. 

The cab of the lorry had crashed into the 
High Bullen venue’s snooker room. There 
were believed to be around 15 people inside at 
the time. They all fled the club and escaped 
injury. Mr Jackowski, who was delivering 
milk, was pronounced dead at the scene. 

The club had been due to hold a disco 


before the crash, which happened at around 
8pm. It left around a third of the lorry 
embedded in the building. 

Chairman of the Royal British Legion 
club Leigh Jones said they were still plan¬ 
ning to open on New Year’s Eve - when a 
sell-out event was planned. 

He estimated it would cost up to £80,000 
to remedy the damage which had been 
caused to the snooker room and kitchen. 

Mr Jones said: “At the moment we’re just 
waiting for the engineer to come in to see if 
it’s safe enough to reopen. 

“We’ve got a sell-out event on New Year’s 
Eve and the concert room and bar haven’t 
been touched by the crash and the electric is 


still working. It’s just the snooker room 
that’s been largely damaged. It’s like a 
bomb’s gone off rd say you’d have to be 
talking up to £80,000 to repair - that’s my 
estimation. 

“We’ve had a new boiler put in recently 
and new windows and some of them have 
been damaged too. The new kitchen is just 
gone. We’ve had a lot of support from 
Wednesbury people though. We’re just 
waiting to hear if it’s safe to reopen.” 

Police, paramedics and firefighters were 
all called to the scene of the crash and 
remained there for around four hours. A 
cordon was set up as the HGV was removed. 

One passer-by at the time of the crash 


described the dramatic moment the tragic 
crash happened. He and his friends ran into 
the club moments later to try to help the 
driver and switch off the lorry’s engine. 

Father-of-two Paul Williams was walking 
nearby when he heard ‘a really loud bang’. 
“Me and my friends ran to the scene and we 
saw there was an articulated lorry which 
had gone straight through the Legion pub,” 
said the 31-year-old. 

“I told my friends to phone the police and 
I ran to try and help. I realised the engine 
was still running but I couldn’t get to the 
driver from the outside so I ran into the pub. 
Me and my mate were trying to get people 
out. It was really smoky inside ana we could¬ 
n’t see a lot.” 


Hope for 
icerinkto 
attract 
families 

AN ICE rink planned to 
replace a multi-storey car 
park, would transform West 
Bromwich town centre and 
bring thousands of families 
in, council chiefs have said. 

Under the proposals the 
car park would be bulldozed 
and transformed into the 
attraction, after a national 
ice rink firm approached 
Sandwell Council to run the 
enterprise. 

Bosses say the Queens 
Square car park occupies the 
best spot. Council chiefs now 
plan to sell it off, paving the 
way for the development to 
go ahead. 

If approved, the demoli¬ 
tion of the car park will start 
in spring and development 
of the ice rink would begin in 
autumn. It is hoped the 
building would be open by 
the end of 2015. 

Deputy council leader, 
Councillor Steve Eling, said: 
“I think the ice rink stands a 
good chance of going ahead. 

“This is a proposal by a 
major ice rink operator so we 
are not talking about some¬ 
thing speculative. 

“Clearly there would still 
be a fair amount of detail to 
be dealt with, but it looks 
like something that is very 
much on the cards. It will be 
another attraction for peo¬ 
ple to come in to the centre 
of West Bromwich for.” 

Failings at 
care homes 

INSPECTIONS carried out 
at two care homes found a 
series of failings, a health 
watchdog has revealed. 

Bosses at Kelvedon House 
and Wood Green Nursing 
Home have been told to 
make improvements follow¬ 
ing recent inspections by the 
Care Quality Commission. 

Problems with care rec¬ 
ords and confidential infor¬ 
mation not being kept sec¬ 
urely were among a string of 
concerns highlighted. 

Inspectors said improve¬ 
ments were needed in five 
out of six areas at Kelvedon 
House, in Clarkson Road, 
while Wood Green Nursing 
Home, in Wood Green Road, 
was marked down in five out 
of seven areas. 
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CONTACT US 


What’s happening in your area? We are always keen 
to hear about any issues affecting you. 

Email your information and pictures to 
sandwellchronicle@expressandstar. co. uk 

Tom Mason: 01902 319550 
tom.mason@expressandstar.co.uk 
Charlotte Lilley: 01902 319688 
charlotte.lilley@expressandstar.co.uk 


Best start for Gaurav after transplant 


A NEW year can bring with it a new 
start, and for one little boy’s family, 
the start of 2014 follows the best 
Christmas gift they could have 
asked for - a life-saving transplant 
after a worldwide search for a donor. 

Miraculously, two-year-old 
Gaurav Bains has finally had the 
operation he desperately needed. 

His family have endured a tortur¬ 
ous ordeal as the months counted 
down to a Christmas deadline to find 


a bone marrow donor with a 100 per 
cent match. 

The young lad had always been ill 
after being born premature, but 
earlier this year, after a series of 
chest infections, he was diagnosed 
with Monosomy 7 Syndrome, a rare 
blood condition. 

Then in the summer, his family 
was told his best chance of a healthy 
life would be if a donor was found 
before Christmas 


Had a match not been found, 
Gaurav’s condition meant he would 
have been likely to develop an 
aggressive form of childhood 
leukaemia, which he may not have 
survived. But thanks to a huge cam¬ 
paign, and the determination of his 
family, thousands of people signed 
up to the donation register from 
around the country and the world. 

It led to Gaurav underoing his 
operation, which saw donated stem 


cells passed into his body, just before 
Christmas, and now his family, from 
Alexandra Road in Tipton, are opti¬ 
mistic. Dad Sunny Bains, aged 31 
and a shopkeeper, said: “Everything 
went all right and he didn’t have any 
side effects.” 

Gaurav will now have to spend the 
next two months or so in an isolation 
room at Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital while the stem cells start to 
build him a new immune system. 


Safety of hospitals to 
be reviewed externally 


BOSSES of Sandwell’s hospitals’ trust have 
given the green light to an external review of 
their safety process after a series of ‘never 
events’. 


Hard Graft pays off for Mayor 
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The Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals 
Trust board gave their approval to a report presented 
to them last week, which outlines how to address 
safety concerns within the organisation. 

by Lisa Wright 

surgery was carried out. A 
report submitted to the 
trust board recently stated: 
“This is an area where there 
is potential for much wider 
learning in the NHS. 

“The management of 
never-event risk in these 
areas is much weaker than 
in the theatres setting - 
staffing is thinner, 
processes are less robust, 
standards are less well 
defined. 

“This is a reflection of the 
fact that, in general, outpa¬ 
tients in the past has been a 
low risk area - however the 
relentless drive to move 
inpatient surgery to day- 
case, and day-case to outpa¬ 
tients, over recent years has 
led to an increase in poten¬ 
tially high risk procedures 
taking place routinely in 
these areas (such as laser 
eye surgery).” 

At a meeting of the board 
in November, bosses 
revealed they have already 
acted before any inquiry 
starts, putting in place a 
series of measures includ¬ 
ing ensuring medical staff 
double check they are treat¬ 
ing the correct person. 

Second specialist ward 

BOSSES from Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust have opened their second refurbished dedicated 
dementia ward in as many months. The fully kitted out 
ward D26 at City Hospital was recently opened to provide 
care to Sandwell’s growing number of dementia patients. 
This follows the opening of the revamped D11 in November. 
The ward comes complete with a purpose-built lounge area, 
dining area and, like Dll, a cinema room. Alongside this, 
the ward has been fitted with homely wood-effect flooring 
and new lighting and the ceiling tiles have been replaced. 


That could include asking 
two external organisations 
to come in and assess differ¬ 
ent areas of the operation. 

The move comes after a 
small spate of so-called 
never events - incidents 
which should not happen, 
either to patients or within 
health organisations. 

The two most recent 
events, classed as serious, 
preventable safety failings, 
both took place in Novem¬ 
ber. 

On November 6, a patient 
received the wrong-size 
implant in a hip replacement 
and, on November 12, eye 
surgeons carried out a 
scheduled procedure on the 
wrong patient. 

Surgery 

It is now thought a 
partner company of the 
NHS Litigation Authority, 
which manages negligence 
and other claims against the 
NHS, could work to ‘identify 
gaps in processes’ within 
operating theatres. 

Also, the West Midlands 
Quality Review service 
could start to look at devel¬ 
oping standards for outpa¬ 
tient departments, such as 
the one where the wrong eye 



Councillor Elaine Costigan, director of the musical play, Kerry Halford and writer Brendan 
Hawthorne have helped raise over £1,000 for the mayor’s charity 

A NEW musical play commemorating the ing of Dementia for Sandwell (BUDS) and 
centenary of the Wednesbury tube workers Birmingham Midland Eye Hospital, 
strike in 1913 is donating all money raised The play sheds light on a forgotten corner 
from ticket sales of its first performance to of Black Country social history with the plot 
charity. following a fictional family through the two 

Hard Graft - All for Twenty Three Bob, and a half month long strike which is set 
written by Black Country poet and play- against recorded facts of the time, 
wright Brendan Hawthorne and directed by Mr Hawthorne said the reason for writing 
Kerry Halford, was performed at Wednes- and performing the play was to tell the story 
bury Town Hall last month. The night of the 200 people who worked long hours in 
raised £1,000 in total for the Mayor of appalling conditions only to find themselves 
Sandwell’s charities - A Better Understand- at starvation level due to poor income. 


Father in 
robbery 
of driver 
is jailed 

A FATHER of two who 
robbed a taxi driver of 
mobile phones and a sat nav, 
leaving him fearing for his 
life, has begun a three-year 
jail term. 

Shane Hickinbottom had 
spent the night drinking 
with friends and taking 
cocaine before getting in a 
Hackney carriage, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court 
heard. 

Mr Nicholas Cartwright, 
prosecuting, said the 28- 
year-old directed the taxi 
driver Manohar Lai from 
Jews Lane, in Lower Gornal 
to a block of flats in Tipton. 

He said Hickinbottom had 
asked to use the driver’s 
mobile phone but was 
refused. The court heard 
that Hickinbottom then 
became aggressive and 
ended up snatching the 
phone and demanding to go 
to another address. 

Mr Cartwright said he 
refused to hand the phone 
back when asked and hurled 
racial abuse at the driver, 
who then drove to a car park 
in Wordsworth Close. 

He told the court that 
Hickinbottom then spotted 
another mobile phone in the 
taxi and helped himself. Mr 
Cartwright said he had 
punched and kicked the 
victim to get his car keys and 
he snatched a sat nav. 

He said: “The defendant 
said he had a gun and he 
would shoot. The defendant 
got out of the car telling the 
driver not to contact the 
police as he had a brother 
who also had a gun,” Mr 
Cartwright added. 

Hickinbottom then ran off 
with the stolen items but 
was later tracked down by 
police and arrested following 
the incident on June 11. 

Pub scheme 
green light 

A FORMER pub will be con¬ 
verted into a three-bed flat, 
after plans were given the 
go-ahead by council officers. 

The scheme is for the 
Beech Tree pub on Gorsty 
Hill Road, Rowley Regis. 

Plans have been submit¬ 
ted by jab architectural 
design based in Sutton Cold¬ 
field. 

The pub is on the junction 
with Halesowen Street, 
where the Sainsbury’s 
supermarket is. 

The scheme will include 
the partial demolition of the 
old women’s toilets which 
are inside the venue. 
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Proper 
snoopers 
could be 
rewarded 

A REWARD could be offered 
for people who report 
owners for failing to clean up 
after their dogs in Sandwell. 

Sandwell Council leader 
Darren Cooper has vowed to 
crack down on irresponsible 
owners. 

He wants to give residents 
who report people who allow 
their dogs to foul in public 
£50 in a bid to stamp out the 
problem. It comes after 
Stafford Borough Council 
introduced a £75 incentive 
for ‘pooper snoopers’. 

In Sandwell the move 
could potentially see thou¬ 
sands of pounds handed out 
by the authority. 

The money would come 
from the £75 fine given to 
dog owners and it is hoped 
the measure will be in place 
this month. 

The council has long been 
trying to tackle the problem 
and Councillor Cooper said 
it was a really big issue for 
people in Sandwell. 

“What I am thinking 
about doing is giving people 
who report a dog fouling 
incident £50 of the £75 fine, 
if the person is prosecuted,” 
he said. “Hopefully that 
would help us get the 
message out there that this 
is totally unacceptable.” 

He is asking officers to 
look at the feasibility of 
offering part of the fine as a 
payment to residents. 

Carols give 
merry boost 
to charities 

THE Christmas carol 
concert at West Bromwich 
Town Hall, featuring 
Britain’s Got Talent star 
Jean Martyn, has raised 
hundreds of pounds for a 
mayor’s charities. 

Asda in Great Bridge 
donated mince pies that 
were sold during the inter¬ 
val. 

The event raised £220 for 
the Sandwell Mayor’s chari¬ 
ties, Better Understanding 
of Dementia for Sandwell 
(BUDS) and Birmingham 
Midland Eye Hospital. 

Mayor Councillor Linda 
Horton said: “It was a won¬ 
derful event that raised 
money for two fantastic 
charities and got everyone in 
the Christmas spirit.” 

The carol concert has 
taken place for the past 124 
years and this year’s concert 
featured the Langley Band 
which played a collection of 
carol favourites. 


Free rent deal for The Public firms 


BUSINESSES forced out due to the closure 
of controversial arts centre The Public have 
been moved into two council-owned prem¬ 
ises - and can stay there rent-free for three 
months. 

Sandwell Council has relocated a number 
of firms into Development House and West 
Bromwich Town Hall in the town centre. 

Former managing director of The Public, 
Linda Saunders said she believed around 10 
companies had moved and also claimed the 
council has paid for removal fees and has 
made reductions on rent. 

Mrs Saunders said: “Ten business have 


moved into council-owned premises, the 
council paid for their removal fees, all of the 
IT costs and they have offered them a 
minimum of three months rent free and 
some have got considerably longer than 
that. It is costing them money that they have 
paid and money in rent. 

“The council are spending public money 
on relocating them.” 

Council Leader Councillor Darren Cooper 
said: “We wanted to protect businesses who 
were moving from The Public. “We have 
therefore helped 10 businesses who asked 
for help with relocating to office space in 


West Bromwich, including the town hall. 
Given the disruption of moving, the council 
offered them three months’ rent free.” 

Sandwell College is set to transform the 
iconic pink and black site into a sixth form 
after the council announced it was pulling 
its annual £1.6m subsidy for the site, which 
opened its doors in 2008. 

The college is due to open nnext Septem¬ 
ber after a deal was signed between council 
and college bosses last month. Council chiefs 
have said the 25-year partnership with the 
college gives the best option for a viable, 
long-term future for the building. 


£200 worth of food 
donated by workers 

A FOOD bank has received more than £200 
worth of donations from the staff of two 
companies carrying out improvements to 
thousands of Sandwell’s council properties. 

Representatives from Vinci Facilities 
Limited and Wates Living Space gifted vol¬ 
unteers at the Breaking Bread food bank, 
Walsall Street, Wednesbury. 

Tony Ford, divisional director for Vinci, 
said: “What better way to support families 
in need at Christmas time.” To make a food 
donation contact Breaking Bread, 93/94 
Walsall Street, Wed-nesbury, or email 
info@breakingbreadfood.org.uk. 


Street drinker who refused 
help thrown out of country 


A NUISANCE street drinker who walked the 
streets with a bag of his own vomit has been 
sent back to his home country in what is 
believed to be a British first. 


Henryk Kujawa was sent back to his native Poland 
having been detained in West Bromwich town centre 
by police and officials from the UK Borders Agency. 
He was later put on a 


flight at Heathrow Airport. 

The move is the latest in a 
on people getting drunk on 
streets in the town centre 
and sparking complaints 
from scared locals. 

Under the banner of 
Operation Holston, officers 
warned 92 people in 10 
weeks about their booze- 
fuelled antics. 

West Bromwich Central 
neighbourhood policing 
team worked with health 
experts to secure the 56- 
year-old help with his addic¬ 
tion, but officers turned to 
immigration laws when he 
refused support and contin¬ 
ued to harass law-abiding 
people. 

Sergeant Gavin Peever, 
who is in charge of the area, 
said: “Kujawa would intimi¬ 
date young women and older 
people to the point where 
they would hand over cash 
just to make him go away. 

Tough 

“He would then use this 
money to fuel his alcohol 
addiction. 

“In the last incident 
reported to police, he was 
spotted stumbling around 
the town’s main streets car¬ 
rying a bag filled with vomit. 

“He refused countless 
offers of help and support 
from police and other agen¬ 
cies leaving us with no 
option but to utilise tough 
immigration laws which 
mean he was removed from 
the country.” 

Under European Eco¬ 
nomic Area (EEA) regula¬ 
tions, EEA nationals have 


| by Simon Stone 

the right to extend their stay 
in the UK beyond three 
months if they are working, 
seeking employment, study¬ 
ing or are self sufficient. 

Working closely with the 
UK Borders Agency, unem¬ 
ployed Kujawa was asked to 
prove that he met the crite¬ 
ria to stay in the country and 
was detained when he failed 
to do so. 

He was immediately sent 
to an immigration centre 
and flown out before Chris- 
stmass 

“This was an extraordi¬ 
nary step for my officers to 
take but it must be remem¬ 
bered that Kujawa was an 
extraordinary individual,” 
added Sgt Peever. 

“For a long time he abused 
the system and the generos¬ 
ity of local people who he 
would intimidate which his 
drunken anti-social antics. 

“He was presented with 
many an opportunity to turn 
his life around but even 
these were declined. 

“I would like to thank those 
people who took the time to 
report their concerns about 
street drinkers in the town 
centre to police. 

“We haven’t cured the 
problem yet but I would like 
to reassure local people that 
my team are committed to 
making the town a better 
place as the removal of 
Kujawa proves.” 

Anyone who wants to 
report drink-fuelled anti¬ 
social behaviour should call 
101 . 



IMichaela Hawthorn and Shayne Kain, from Asda, Great Barr, hand over a present to 
Melika Fraser, aged eight, on the children’s ward at Sandwell General Hospital 


Visitors’ 
gifts for 
children 
patients 

BIG hearted supermarket 
staff cheered up young 
patients on a children’s 
ward with a donation of 
Christmas gifts. 

Staff at Asda Queslett, 
Great Barr, donated toys 
and games to the ward at 
Sandwell Hospital, West 
Bromwich. 

Board games, dolls, craft 
materials and books were 
among the toys handed over. 

Mrs Shayne Kain, secu¬ 
rity colleague at the store, 
said: “The sales champion 
and I popped along to the 
hospital to give a few pres¬ 
ents to the children. 

“It was toys that Asda had 
purchased for the children’s 
ward. 

“It was lovely and the 
nursing staff and fundrais¬ 
ers at the hospital made us 
feel so welcome.” 

The donation comes after 
students from Stuart 
Bathurst Catholic High 
School, Wednesbury, paid a 
pre-Christmas visit to the 
wards to hand over festive 
goodies. The school also 
raised £825 for the Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals charity. 

Teaxcher Mrs Vicky 
Hussain said: “Our pupils 
chose to make the donations 
to the SWBH Charity as they 
wanted to support their local 
hospital.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Cash is given to 
aid community 

TWO community groups 
received an early Christ¬ 
mas present, thanks to a 
West Bromwich tenants’ 
and residents’ association. 

West Bromwich Baptist 
and the Gap Centre, which 
serve residents and chil¬ 
dren in the Tantany area, 
are sharing a £550 dona¬ 
tion between them follow¬ 
ing the winding up of 
Tantany Tenants’ and 
Residents’ Association. 

Alex Evans-Hall, chair 
of Tantany TRA, said: “We 
are winding up the group 
after 15 successful years 
and had some surplus 
funds which we wanted to 
use for the benefit of the 
local community. ” 

Tour of birthing 
centre is given 

A BIRTHING unit rec¬ 
ently in Smethwick wel¬ 
comed local doulas as they 
viewed the facilities and 
options available for 
expectant mothers. 

A doula - pronounced 
doola - is an experienced 
woman who offers emo¬ 
tional and practical 
support to a woman or 
couple before, during and 
after childbirth. 

The doulas were taken 
on a tour of the facilities at 
the Halcyon Birth Centre, 
Oldbury Road. Consultant 
midwife Kathryn Gut- 
teridge, said: “We decided 
to invite the doulas as they 
form very close bonds with 
mums-to-be.” 

Landlords told to 
provide top rooms 

STUDENTS will begin 
looking for a place to live 
after their Christmas 
break and landlords are 
being urged to think ahead 
and make sure their prop¬ 
erties meet their needs. 

West Midlands property 
management specialists 
Premier Places said recent 
research had shown uni¬ 
versity students make for 
some of the most reliable 
tenants in terms of paying 
their rent on time. 

Dani James, chief execu¬ 
tive of Premier Places, 
said: “Today’s students 
have very high standards. ” 

Pyjama day for 
typhoon victims 

CHILDREN raised hun¬ 
dreds of pounds to help 
victims of Typhoon 
Haiyan which struck the 
Philippines, by wearing 
pyjamas to school. 

The wear-your -yjamas 
day raised £365.13 at 
Moat Farm Junior School 
in Oldbury. The typhoon 
struck on November 8, 
affecting more than 13 
million people. 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

K&t 7 Vertical Blinds 
** From £199 
Fully Fitted 
All Other Blinds 
Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
WINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 



S^Bndg e I EX-DISPLAY SALE 1/2 PRICE 

Huge range of tiles in stock First Quality No graded tiles | Kitchens I Bathrooms I Bedrooms 1 “ 1 ■ ^ V ■ 


Huge range Of tiles in stock First Quality - No graded tiles 

www.tubsandtilesonline.co.uk 

Complete Shower 
Bath (P Shape or 
L Shape) inc 
Screen & Front 
Panel 

Only £199 

Saturn Furniture Pack 

Only £199 

including Dual flush 
concealed cistern and 
soft close seat 


Unit 4 Tinsley Street, off Whitehall Road, 

Great Bridge 

West Midlands DY4 7LH 

Telephone: 0121 448 3437 



• I 



10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 

1 Family business established over 25 years 

2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

3 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 

4 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose from, 
but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you 

5 We project manage from start to finish 

6 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, kuilding, plastering and even decorating 

7 All rubbish removed at the end of the project 

8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

9 NICE 1C Registered electricians 

10 Quality products at realistic prices 


e Home Improvement Specialists 


Was £2930 5 l_l a || Q reen Road, Slone Cross 

NOW £ 1 450 West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Fully fitted including Bed Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

. . „ Seeourvirtualshowroomatwww.iaealhomecare.co.uk 

Christmas and New Year opening times 

Closed Mon 23rd, Tues 24th, Wed 25th and Thurs 26th December / Open Fri 27th and Sat 28th December 10-4pm 
Closed Mon 30th, Tues 31st and Wed 1st January then re open as normal 2nd January 10-4pm 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



HERE'S a nasty new twist on the ‘update your email 
account’ scam designed by internet crooks to extract your 
personal details. This time the message is : “Your Five 
incoming mails were placed on hold status due to the recent 
upgrade to our database, In order to receive the messages, 
click here to update your account.” The threat is that they 
have your emails. They don’t. And if you hover your cursor 
over the alleged sender’s name, in this case “BT Customer 
Care,” it should reveal the true (and probably hijacked) email 
address of the sender. You can pass this information on to 
BT but I’m not sure they're interested. 

nnnnnnnn 

ONE of the most enduring feminist myths is that if women 
were in charge, this world would be a much nicer place. 
Women (it is alleged) are gentler, kinder and more co-oper¬ 
ative than the wicked old male of the species. This theory 
does not explain the terrible mess that the lady-led Girlguid- 
ing UK has made of the vexed issue of recruits swearing 
their promise to God. The Scouts, led by that ultimate 
alpha-male Bear Grylls as Chief Scout, faced the same 
dilemma. They consulted widely and then opted for an alter¬ 
native Godless promise to suit atheists and agnostics. It’s a 
free choice - problem solved. Girlguiding UK, in contrast, 
has imposed a hardline no-God promise on all newcomers 
which has caused great division and distress. Dissenting 
groups are now being threatened with expulsion from the 
movement. So in a movement designed exclusively for 
girls, whatever happened to the kindly female qualities? 
Maybe they should put a man in charge. 

nnnnnnnn 

THAT HS2 timeline in full. 2009: Government proposes 
the new line. 2010: First HS2 report paper published. 
December 2013: MPs of the Commons Transport Commit¬ 
tee declare that HS2 is “essential” for the UK's future. So 
something we had never heard of four years ago is suddenly 
essential. How stupid do they think we are? 

nnnnnnnn 

WHAT’S red, has 13 buttons and drives you bonkers? It 
is the DAB digital radio I bought in a daringly progressive 
moment a few years ago and which lies, unused, on a win¬ 
dowsill. I haven’t a clue how to make it go. This week, thank 
heavens, the Government announced a stay of execution 
for FM frequencies. Ed Vaizey, the communications minis¬ 
ter, says: “I absolutely believe that the future of radio in this 
country is digital.” And that’s where it should remain. Firmly 
in the future. 

nnnnnnnn 

SO FAREWELL, Ronnie Biggs. We should never cele¬ 
brate criminals or their crimes, but you had to admire 
Biggs’s cheek. In one interview, repeated last week, Biggs 
claimed that the chief purpose of prison is to rehabilitate 
offenders and, as he had rehabilitated himself, it was not 
necessary for him to serve his term. Did anybody not smile? 

nnnnnnnn 

LOOKING back, the Great Train Robbers’ haul of £2.6 
million seems puny. Inflation has soared and at today's 
values it would be worth about £46 million. But something 
else has changed. Back in 1963 this robbery horrified the 
nation because it was a calculated assault on national icons 
we cherished and respected: the Treasury, the Post Office, 
the night-mail train and, above all, ourfine banking industry. 
If someone stole £46 million from the banks today, would 
we be horrified? Or would we reflect on what a tiny sum this 
was, compared to the billions lost through greed and fraud 
when the banking system imploded? Respectable men in 
smart suits cost us far, far more than Biggs and his gang. 

nnnnnnnn 

AFTER much study, researchers at the University of Cal¬ 
ifornia have concluded that men who marry attractive 
women are happier than those who do not. Good to see the 
Department of the Bleedin’ Obvious is as busy as ever. 

nnnnnnnn 

AS the row over sexually segregated audiences at British 
universities rumbles on, Aston University declares that it 
would tolerate such an arrangement at religious discus¬ 
sions so long as it was voluntary. And what if an audience 
voluntarily decided they’d like to smoke? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Go-ahead for housing development 


DOZENS of homes will be built 
at a development site in Wednes- 
bury under newly-approved 
plans. 

Former factories in Friar Park 
Road will be developed by Midlands 
firm Central Homes into a mixture 
of two and three bed homes to meet 
the local demand for more housing. 

In total, 69 homes will be built on 
land that was set aside by the council 


for redevelopment back in 2008. In a 
letter to the council, the developer 
said: “These proposals will provide 
an attractive residential environ¬ 
ment, which provides sufficient 
space around the proposed dwell¬ 
ings and which will safeguard 
trees.” 

The developer added that a 
quarter of the new homes will be put 
aside to meet the borough’s need for 
affordable housing. The plans were 


granted permission under delegated 
powers by planning officers at 
Sandwell Council, after the propos¬ 
als were found to fit in well with 
local and national planning guid¬ 
ance and strategies. 

Deprived 

Ward Councillor, Geoffrey Lewis 
said: “Me and my fellow local coun¬ 
cillors welcome this new develop¬ 
ment. Friar Park has been a 


deprived area for some time, this 
development is long overdue.” 

He added that the homes will help 
elderly people in big homes down¬ 
size and help those struggling with 
the ‘bedroom tax’ relocate. 

There had been environmental 
concerns after it was revealed part of 
the site had been contaminated with 
waste water more than 20 years ago 
but tests found it was safe. 



Campaign launched 
to fight fuel poverty 


ALMOST one in three 
households in Sandwell are 
struggling to heat their 
homes in the wake of rising 
fuel bills, new figures show. 

Sandwell Council has 
launched a campaign to help 
people in the borough living in 
fuel poverty 

The latest figures show the situa¬ 
tion is Sandwell is worse than other 
parts of the country. Nationally one 
in five households live in fuel 
poverty, which means a household 
cannot keep their homes adequately 
warm at a reasonable cost. They are 
all spending more than 10 per cent of 
their income on energy bills. 

Council bosses have endorsed the 
Energy Bill Revolution, an alliance 
campaigning to change this situa¬ 
tion, and set up the Warm Homes 
Campaign to give advice to people in 
fuel poverty. 

Councillor Ian Jones, the 
borough’s economy chief, said: “The 
fight for warmer homes and lower 
fuel bills for Sandwell residents is 
something that can only be tackled 
by changes in policy at a national 


level. 


Vulnerable 


“Sandwell has very high levels of 
fuel poverty and it is scandalous that 
anyone should face the choice of 
whether to buy food or heat their 
home. I urge all residents to join the 
fight for warmer homes and lower 


tight 

bills. 


Experts say cold homes damage 
the health of vulnerable people and 
are known to make diseases such as 
asthma worse, and make people 
more likely to have strokes and heart 
attacks. 

People are being urged to sign a 
petition to call for Government 
action at www.energybillrevolu 
tion. or g/get -involved. 

Those worried about keeping 
warm at home this winter aged 75 or 
over should call Warm Zone on free 
phone 0800 0337967. 

In April 2011 a YouGov survey 
indicated that the number of house¬ 
holds in fuel poverty had risen to 6.3 
million households, representing 
approximately 24 per cent of all 
households in the UK. 


Crash drama as driver hits his own home 


The dramatic scene at Abberley Road, Oldbury, after a driver accidentally smashed his car into his home 


A DRIVER smashed his car into his own house after 
accidentally stepping on the accelerator pedal. 

Emergency services were called to Abberley Road in 
Oldbury at 4.54pm on Thursday December 19 to 
reports that a car had smashed into the front room of a 
house seriously damaging a wall. 

Fire crews from Oldbury arrived at the house to find 
a red Renault sticking out of the wall of a semi-detached 
council property. They quickly managed to evacuate the 
home and switch of all the utilities. 

Ted Andrews the homeowner and driver of the car 
said: “I was parking the car in the drive and coming into 
the house. I went back to get some stuff from the car, 
but my foot slipped onto the accelerator pedal and being 
an automatic it took off and hit the wall. I’m ok and no- 


one is hurt. ” He was checked at the scene by paramedics 
but didn’t have any injuries. The crash punched a hole 
into the front of the house and caused the rest of the 
wall to cave inwards. 

The 77-year-old was initially told he cannot go back 
into his house until work has been done by council engi¬ 
neers to prop up the damaged wall. The retired care¬ 
taker said: “I’ve already been offered a place to stay 
over the road and with family. The house is wrecked.” 

The previous week another homeowner had a lucky 
escape when a car hit a van and rolled over coming to 
rest against her home. The crash in Harvest Road, 
Rowley Regis, happened at 11.20am on December 10. 
The 57-year-old mother was saved when she decided to 
‘potter around’ instead of relaxing in her favourite spot. 


Criticised 
school is 
on track, 
says head 

A HEADTEACHER says he 
is confident his school will 
continue to raise standards 
after it was told it ‘required 
improvement’ by inspectors. 

Holy Trinity C of E 
Primary, in Trinity Road 
South, West Bromwich, has 
been given the rating in and 
Ofsted report. 

It outlines poor attain¬ 
ment in English and maths, 
a slow pace of development 
among children, especially 
when teachers talk for too 
long, and too much variation 
in teachers’ marking. 

In 2011 the school was 
classified as failing and was 
put into special measures. 

Andy Leivers, the school’s 
acting headteacher, was 
brought in to improve the 
quality of education and has 
said the school is on track to 
becoming a good centre. 

He said: “When I came 
here two years ago the 
school had failed an Ofsted 
inspection, within nine 
months we had managed to 
start to turn the school 
around. I’m happy that the 
school is moving in the right 
direction.” 

This latest inspection was 
arranged a year earlier than 
expected and the report said: 
“Attainment is low in all 
years, and was so for those 
Year 6 pupils who left school 
last year. Even though they 
made good progress in their 
final year at school, teaching 
was not good enough to com¬ 
pensate for the legacy of the 
inadequate teaching they 
had received in the past.” 

In recent national rank¬ 
ings Sandwell primary 
schools slipped down the 
national rankings 26 places 
- to 121 out of 152. 

High marks 
for walking 

PUPILS have been 
applauded for walking to 
and from school in winter. 

Barratt Homes is helping 
pupils from The Lyng 
Primary, West Bromwich, by 
giving them high visibility 
wristbands and prizes. 

Teaming up with the 
housebuilder, the school 
encouraged the pupils to 
reap the benefits of walking 
throughout the winter. 

Adrian Farr, MD of 
Barratt West Midlands, said: 
“A large number of our new 
homes developments are 
located within close proxim¬ 
ity to schools, and, as fami¬ 
lies move in, it makes perfect 
sense for Barratt Homes to 
support walking to school.” 
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Wide range of doors to choose 
from call now 

Also FRENCH DOORS 

fitted 


CALL OUT SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 

• GLASS • LOCKS 
• HINGES • MISTY UNITS 
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Top quality stylish uPVC windows, doors, conservatories, fascias and 
guttering, professionally made and fitted at affordable prices! 

YOUR AFFORDABLE CHOICE FOR QUALITY & VALUE 

Contact Steven for your FREE QUOTATION 

nT?tn p l , o°/. n ^o AFFORDABLE 

Die 5 GB 832 Windows & Doors 

Ul 911 £ DuOooZ upvc GLAZED Windows Doors & 
www.affordablewindows.infoBS3| Conservatories ^ » 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



WEST 

BROMWICH 

TYRES & 

CAR MECHANICS 
Tyres and Service 
from £10 

GOOD QUALITY SERVICES AVAILABLE 
AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

WINTER CHECKS 
AVAILABLE 

Make sure your car is safe this winter 


0121553 0534 107737 435769 
07702228436 


117 SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH B70 6AS 
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Bull terrier 
left boy, 13 
badly hurt 

AN OUT-OF-CONTROL dog 
left a boy with ‘life-changing 
injuries’ after it broke his 
arm in two places, a court 
has heard. 

Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
Diesel attacked the 13-year- 
old and a passer-by who tried 
to help, while the boy was 
out walking it in a children’s 
playground in Smethwick. 

The dog’s owner Kelly 
Farrell, aged 36, pleaded 
guilty to allowing it to be 
dangerously out of control in 
a public place, during a 
hearing at Sandwell Magis¬ 
trates’ Court. 

The court heard that 
Farrell had been visiting 
family from her home in 
Melbury Lane, Northamp¬ 
ton, on November 3 and all¬ 
owed nephew Nathan Hack- 
ett to walk the dog in Lond¬ 
onderry Park. Prosecuting 
solicitor Mr Roger Bleazard 
told magistrates: “One of the 
victims received life-chang¬ 
ing injuries.” 

Mr Bleazard said the boy 
was walking towards the exit 
with the dog when it grabbed 
him by the arm. Defending, 
Mrs Dawn Foxall did not 
enter any mitigating evi¬ 
dence on Farrell’s behalf. 
Sentencing will take place at 
on January 23. 

Victim hit by 
cars is named 

A MAN who died after being 
hit by two cars has been 
named as Alan Jones, aged 
67. His wife has paid tribute 
to her ‘loving, caring 
partner’. 

Mr Jones died when he 
was struck by two cars in 
Thimblemill Road, Smeth¬ 
wick, at around 6pm on 
December 18. 

Emergency services found 
Mr Jones, from Smethwick 
had suffered serious injuries 
after being hit by the two 
vehicles and was in cardiac 
arrest. Despite the best 
efforts of paramedics to 
resuscitate him he died a 
short time later. Alan’s 
partner Caroline said: “He 
looked after me, he was alw¬ 
ays there, he was my rock.” 

Shotgun accused 
appears in court 

A MAN accused of possess¬ 
ing a sawn-off shotgun 
without a holding a certifi¬ 
cate has appeared in court. 

Wayne Monk, aged 37, of 
Beverley Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, is alleged to 
have had the firearm when 
police visited his home on 
September 8. He is also 
accused of producing cann¬ 
abis, on the same date. The 
case was adjourned until 
March 25. 


Majority want fox-hunts outlawed 


EIGHT out of ten people believe fox¬ 
hunting should remain illegal, an 
animal welfare charity claimed in the 
wake of the biggest day in the hunting 
calendar. 

Thousands of people attended around 250 
traditional Boxing Day Meets across the 
country, as supporters continue their push 
for a new vote on the ban. 

The poll, carried out by Ipsos MORI on 
behalf of the League Against Cruel Sports 
and the RSPCA, found 80 per cent of the 
public want to keep the law, with support 
equally strong in both rural and urban 


areas. It came as supporters of foxhunting 
are pushing for a new vote on the ban, which 
had been promised by the coalition Govern¬ 
ment following the 2010 general election. 

In October Prime Minister David 
Cameron said he has ‘sympathy’ with calls 
for the rules on foxhunting to be loosened. 

But Joe Duckworth, chief executive of the 
League Against Cruel Sports, said a new 
vote would be ‘political suicide’. 

He said: “Hunting is a sickeningly cruel 
bloodsport, which, like us, the majority of 
the British public do not want brought back. 

“We need to move forward as a nation, not 
backwards on matters of animal welfare.” 


MPs and campaigners are pushing the 
Government to scrap the ban on using more 
than two dogs to flush out foxes so they can 
be shot. Sir Nick Harvey, a former Liberal 
Democrat defence minister, and MP for 
North Devon, argued the law ‘cannot 
remain where it is’ for much longer as it is 
unenforceable. He told the Guardian: “We 
have passed a law which is an ass. It is a law 
that cannot be implemented. 

“It could only be implemented with a 
ridiculous distortion of policing priorities.” 

The poll questioned 1,983 adults face-to- 
face in Great Britain between November 1 
and 7. 


Advice letters issued 
by police after raids 

HOMEOWNERS living in streets where 
burglars have struck will be sent advice lett¬ 
ers from police in a bid to reduce problems. 

Latest figures show five people in Langley 
have been victims of burglaries in Decem¬ 
ber. Now officers on the neighbourhood 
team are delivering letters to raise aware¬ 
ness of the issue. The streets that have been 
hit include Pool Lane, Barrs Street and York 
Road. Police say one burglary was commit¬ 
ted because a front door was left insecure. 

Sgt Sam Archer, of the neighbourhood 
team, said: “In order to start making people 
aware of this problem we have prepared 
letters that will be delivered.” 


Author's insight into what 
made Steve McQueen tick 



Frailties laid bare - Steve McQueen in The Magnificent Seven Bullitt co-star Jacqueline Bisset Richard Sydenham with his book 


B by Mark Andrews 

UNHAPPY with the way his latest 
movie was going, and troubled by 
his own infidelities, Steve 
McQueen asked his wife Neile 
Adams if she had ever betrayed 
him. She insisted she hadn’t. 

Unconvinced, he made her take 
cocaine, and continued with his inter¬ 
rogation, until eventually she con¬ 
fessed to a one-night stand. 

Then, in a state of fury, he produced a 
pistol, and pointed it at her head until she 
revealed the name of the man with whom 
she had cheated. 

Behind those piercing blue eyes and 
effortless magnetism lay a troubled and 
insecure individual, whose frailties are laid 
bare in a dramatic new book by Black 
Country author Richard Sydenham. 

Sydenham, a 39-year-old father-of-two 
from Cradley Heath, has spent 17 years 
researching his 619-page book Steve 
McQueen: The Cooler King. 

Frightened 

The book, released to coincide with the 
50th anniversary of the Great Escape film 
reveals how McQueen’s rugged faced 
masked a paranoid and sometimes violent 
man, scarred by the maternal neglect he 
experienced as a child, and fearful that one 
day his career would come crashing down. 

“The only thing Steve was ever secure 
about was his appeal to women,” says Holly¬ 
wood veteran Robert Vaughn, in his fore¬ 
word for the book. “Steve was a frightened 
man about all sorts of things from money, 
stardom, life in general, but he was espe¬ 
cially insecure about his stardom.” 

Vaughn, who appeared alongside McQu¬ 
een in three movies, remembers how his 
friend had an obsessive rivalry with leading 
man Yul Brynner during the filming of The 
Magnificent Seven. “He was constantly 
knocking on my door at six in the morning 
and he’d say, about Brynner, ‘Did you see 
how big his gun was? Did you see how big his 
horse was? He was always worried Yul was 
going to steal the film from him.” 

McQueen’s philandering was the stuff of 
legend. The book reveals on one occasion 
McQueen accosted a pretty girl in the street 
with the line ‘I’m Steve McQueen, let’s go 
and have a little bit,’ and she immediately 


jumped onto the back of his motorcycle. Yet 
paradoxically, Sydenham says he was 
always a committed family man, who felt a 
great bond of loyalty to all three of his wives. 

Sydenham believes it was his own guilt, 
which would often weigh down heavily on 
his shoulders, which led to the incident with 
the gun during the filming of his troubled 
1971 motor-racing movie, Le Mans. “Steve 
could not understand that she knew of so 
many affairs that he had had over the course 
of their marriage, yet remained faithful to 
him,” says Sydenham. 

Shortly after, at their chateau in France, 
Neile discovered she was pregnant with 
their third child, and McQueen ordered her 


to have an abortion, saying he could not be 
sure the child was his. Neile’s confession 
would ultimately spell the end of their mar¬ 
riage, and the couple were divorced after 16 
years in 1972. 

During the writing of the book, Syden¬ 
ham managed to persuade Jacqueline Bisset 
to break her silence about rumours that she 
had an affair with McQueen when they 
appeared together in Bullitt. “No, we did 
not have an affair,” says Bisset, now 69. “Yes 
he was handsome and there was a little bit 
of teasing, but nothing happened.” 

During the making of The Thomas Crown 
Affair, McQueen’s obsession with detail 
drove the crew to distraction. 


He tried on four different wristwatches, 
and hated them all, and eventually it was 
agreed that McQueen’s own watch looked 
better on him than any of the expensive ones 
that had been purchased for the sharp- 
suited character. 

The next day, McQueen dumbfounded the 
production team by issuing them with a 250 
dollar bill for the rental of his watch. 

In The Towering Inferno, he insisted that 
the brim on his fireman’s helmet should be 
cut back so it would not cast a shadow on his 
eyes. “He was told that if they changed his 
they’d have to change everyone’s,” says co- 
star Susan Blakely. He said: ‘Then change 
‘em!’” 



Smartphone bid 
to pay cheques 

PEOPLE will be able to 
pay in a cheque by sending 
a smartphone image of it to 
their bank under Govern¬ 
ment proposals to bolster 
the long-term future of the 
payment method. 

The Government desc¬ 
ribed cheques as a ‘crucial’ 
part of the British econ¬ 
omy, and plans to bring 
them into the modern age 
could cut the length of 
time it takes to process a 
cheque payment from six 
days currently to just two 
days. 

Barclays now plans to 
pilot technology to enable 
people to scan cheques 
using a smartphone or 
tablet. 

Pair accused on 
raid at bookies 

TWO unemployed men 
have been charged with 
burglary after a bookmak¬ 
ers’ was targeted. 

Officers were alerted by 
security staff to intruders 
at the Corals betting shop 
in Owen Street, Tipton 
just after 4.15am on 
Monday, December 23. 

Having fled after the al¬ 
arms were activated, Mark 
Tibbs, 40 of Bloomfield 
Terrace, West Bromwich 
and Edward Preece, 34 of 
Parkes Lane, Tipton were 
arrested nearby. 

They were later charged 
with the burglary and 
bailed to appear at 
Sandwell Magistrates 
Court on January 9. 

All revved up to 
show top cars 

THE new Aston Martin 
Vanquish, Ferrari F12 
Berlinetta, Jaguar XKRS 
GT, McLaren 12C Sprint 
and Telsa Model S will 
head the supercars on 
show at the Performance 
Car Show at the Birming¬ 
ham National Exhibition 
Centre in January. 

They will be on the 
Autocar magazine stand at 
the show from January 9 
to 12. 

For more information 
on the show, visit the 
website at www.perfor 
mancecarsho w. com 

Centre chiefs in 
services hope 

A COMMUNITY centre 
will expand its services 
over the next 12 months 
with plans to host the Citi¬ 
zens Advice Bureau and 
other organisations. 

Officials at Lye Commu¬ 
nity Centre say they have 
had a successful 2013 after 
establishing a new police 
base. Centre chairman Ab¬ 
dul Qadus, said: “We have 
also talked to the Black 
Country Foodbank about 
having a base here too.” 
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SOARING levels of personal 
debt. Crippling rates of indirect 
taxation. The fact that children in 
Vietnam stand a better chance of 
getting a decent grounding in the 
three Rs than they do in Britain. 

All important issues, you 
would no doubt agree. But it’s 
good to see that MP Mary 
Creagh has spotted another 
major injustice which should be 
tackled as a matter of urgency. 

Thomas the Tank Engine. 

Miss Creagh says the lack of 
female train drivers in Britain is a 
‘national scandal’ and that chil¬ 
dren’s television shows and 
‘negative stereotypes’ were 
partly to blame. 

“In the Thomas the Tank 
Engine books there are almost 
no female engines,” she says. 
“The only female characters are 
an annoyance, a nuisance and in 
some cases a danger to the 
functioning of the railway.” 

Lighten up, love, it’s a chil¬ 
dren's book. Of course, there is 
no reason at all why women 
should not become train drivers. 
They don’t require too many 
map-reading skills, and the 
reverse parking shouldn’t be a 
problem. That was a joke, by the 
way. 

But seriously, if young girls 
want to become engine drivers, 
are they really going to be 
deterred because it was Edward, 
not Edwina, who got a new coat 
of paint? 

Given that Miss Creagh seems 
to have spent quite a bit of time 
studying the works of Rev 
Wilbert Awdry, she would no 
doubt be aware that little is 
known about the gender of the 
actual engine drivers. We know 
Edward’s driver, Charlie Sands, 
is a man, but who is not to say 
that the company operated a 
strict equal opportunities policy, 
with exactly 50 per cent of the 
drivers being female? 

And a committed feminist like 
Miss Creagh will surely agree 
with the way the male engines 
were portrayed as having inher¬ 
ent character flaws. For 
example, macho Big Gordon 
was clearly an egomaniac who 
got his comeuppance when he 
blew a gasket. 

And then there was 
hypochondriac Henry who was 
afraid of a few drops of rain. 

“It went into a tunnel. And 
squeaked through its funnel. 
And never came out again.” 

Clearly a case of man flu. But 
he would have fitted in well on 
today’s railways. 

JUST a thought about these 
Boxing Day sales. 

On almost every weekday of 
the year, thousands of the big 
stores do not open until 9 or even 
10 in the morning, when the 
majority of people are at work. 

Then, they shut up shop at 
5.30pm, so nobody can do their 
shopping after work, either. 

Then, on one of the few days 
of the year when most of the 
population is off work and free to 
call in at any time, they decide to 
open up at 6am. Great planning. 



Jack, centre, seen with the Friends of the Staf- The bullet that was left in Jack, but not 
fordshire Regiment, at Whittington Barracks discovered until an X-ray years later 



Proud family - from left, nephew Kevin Edwards, grandson Ben 
Willetts, daughter Julie Willetts and son-in-law Sid Willetts 


Bullet memento of our 
Jack the wartime hero 


TO MOST people it may seem 
like an ordinary bullet - a relic of 
a long lost battlefield. 

But to the family of one Second 
World War paratrooper, Jack 
Mansell, it is a reminder of their rel¬ 
ative’s past in one of the bloodiest 
episodes of the conflict. 

The scrap of metal was found in the 
ashes of the veteran, from West 
Bromwich, who died in hospital aged 90. 

His friends, family and members of the 
Armed Forces paid tribute to the Black 
Country Soldier who was one of 35,000 
allied soldiers dropped behind enemy 
lines in the Netherlands during Opera¬ 
tion Market Garden in 1944. 

The operation, which was intended to 
force an entry in Germany over the 
Lower Rhine, had been seen as a way of 
finishing the war by Christmas but was a 
devastating defeat for the Allies after 
they encountered a far stronger resist¬ 
ance than they had expected. Between 
15,130 and 17,200 Allies were killed, 
wounded or captured. 

Operation 

At the time Private Mansell was only 
21 and was fighting with the elite air¬ 
borne unit of the Second Battalion of the 
South Staffordshire Regiment, which he 
had signed up to because they were based 
close to home. 

Pte Mansell was part of an anti-tank 
unit manning a six-pound gun and on the 
day of the operation his team landed by 
Horsa glider in a meadow about six miles 
from the vital road bridge at Arnhem. 

After fighting waves of German tanks 
for several days, their guns ran out of 
ammunition and he and his fellow com¬ 
rades were forced to pull back. But during 
their withdrawal Pte Mansell was shot by 
a German sniper in the right hip and 
taken to a field hospital. 

The bullet that the Pte thought had 
passed through him remained lodged in 
his body for 69 years. It was only discov¬ 
ered during an x-ray of his abdomen 
during the 1980s. 

His nephew Kevin Edwards said: 
“During the 1980s Jack injured his 



Jack as a young man in his uniform 

abdomen while moving some metal at 
work. A routine hospital x-ray showed a 
bullet located in his right hip. All those 
years ago, Jack had thought the 
German bullet had passed through 
him - in fact it was still lodged in his 
body. It was left there as it gave him no 
trouble.” 

Pte Mansell was cremated at West 
Bromwich Crematorium, on November 
22, and to the surprise of the staff they 
managed to find the German bullet 
among his ashes. 

Mr Edwards added: “It had melted a 
little, but was easily recognisable.” 

A couple of days after arriving at the 
field hospital, as the Germans arrived 
and took over, Pte Mansell and five 
friends slipped out. 

The escape attempt proved to be in 
vain and Pte Mansell was captured 
quickly and sent to work in German 
mines and on the railways. Then in the 
spring of 1945, while on a forced march, 
a tank with a white star on its side 



Jack’s wife Evelyn during the 1940s 

appeared on a hill and an RAF Typhoon 
fighter-bomber flew low over - he knew 
he was finally free. 

A couple of weeks later Pte Mansell 
was back at home - a comfort to his 
parents whose other son, Tom, had been 
killed in action by a landmine in the 
final weeks of the war. He had been 
serving with the Fifth Battalion The 
Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry. 

After the war, Pte Mansell returned to 
Germany, where he worked as a dis¬ 
patch rider and spent hours of his free 
time riding around the war cemeteries 
on his motorbike, trying to find Tom’s 
resting place. 

After years of research on the inter¬ 
net Tom’s grave was located on the War 
Graves Commission website, and in 
September 1999 Pte Mansell finally 
visited his brother’s grave for the first 
time. Mr Edwards said: “Jack was a very 
proud man. He never considered 
himself to be a hero, although he was.” 

The 53-year-old from Pinewood 



Jack and his beloved dog Buffy 

Close, Walsall added: “He was a very 
popular and well-loved man. Men like 
him are literally a dying breed, and 
should never be forgotten. It would be a 
shame if his passing was to go unno¬ 
ticed.” Julie Willets, the paratrooper’s 
daughter said: “My dad was a very easy 
going, family orientated man. He was a 
massive Baggies fan and went to a lot of 
the matches.” 

His funeral was attended by more than 
300 friends and family members, as well 
as five regimental standard bearers and 
a bugler who sounded The Last Post. 
Guests also donated to veterans’ charity 
Help for Heroes raising £620 in his 
memory. The 59-year-old from Fairyfield 
Avenue, Great Barr, added: “Despite all 
the amazing things he did, he never 
really spoke to me about what he had 
done in the war until the very end of his 
life. The stories I’ve been told about him 
are amazing.” He also leaves two sons 
Terry, 66, and Paul, 44, seven grandchil¬ 
dren and four great grandchildren. 




THE YEARS 


1983.. . 

SHOPS were evacuated, traffic 
halted and Army bomb experts 
called in after officers became 
suspicious about an illegally 
parked car in Wolverhampton. A 
young motorist from Bolton had 
parked his Triumph 1500 outside 
the RAF and Royal Navy recruit¬ 
ing offices in Bell Street. 

A LEADING Midland depart¬ 
ment store was reopening after a 
major revamp, immediately after 
the Christmas sales frenzy. 
Crossroads star Jane Rossington 
was joined by Mayor of Dudley 
Councillor David Caunt for the 
reopening of Cooks of Dudley. 

THE personal hi-fi craze was 
putting the hearing of thousands 
of young people at risk, warned 
four leading organisations for the 
deaf. The Association for the Hard 
of Hearing, the British Deaf Asso¬ 
ciation, the Royal National Insti¬ 
tute for the Deaf and the National 
Deaf Children's Society said loud 
disco music and home headsets 
were also a threat to hearing. 

1993.. . 

A PRISONER who resembled 
‘something out of Star Wars’ after 
being encased from the waste up 
in bandages went missing from a 
hospital in Evesham after being 
treated for a spinal injury. But a 
search was called off when the 
man arrived back at Long Lartin 
jail near Evesham before the offi¬ 
cers escorting him. His mother 
said he had misunderstood the 
arrangements and made his own 
way back. 

THERE was little festive cheer 
in Bosnia, with a ceasefire agreed 
the previous week by the warring 
Croats, Serbs and Muslims being 
ignored as fighting continued. 

Meanwhile, the IRA defiantly 
said it would continue its terror 
attacks in an unrepentant end-of- 
year message. 

2003.. . 

BOB Monkhouse died aged 
75, following a two-and-a-half- 
year battle with prostate cancer. 
It was the ATV series The Golden 
Shot in 1967 which truly estab¬ 
lished him as the king of the tele¬ 
vision gameshow. 

EXPLOSIONS that could be 
heard for miles around rocked the 
Black Country when six oxygen 
tanks exploded in a van parked 
outside a pub. The van, which 
had been stolen from a pharma¬ 
ceutical firm in Tamworth, had 
been set alight at 11,30pm after it 
was parked outside the Horse 
and Jockey pub in Bilston. 
Windows at the pub and a nearby 
amusement arcade were shat¬ 
tered. 

AVERAGE house prices in 
West Bromwich had risen by 15 
per cent over the previous 12 
months, putting it seventh in a 
national table of property 
‘hotspots’. 



Free Quotations Q Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos Q Base Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show Site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 
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LETTERS 


Archives and radio to highlight region 

THERE are two things I would like to Hipkiss reflects that. I want to say what brilliant local theatre group also do a 
bring to the public’s attention that they a magnificent space the archive is and show as do other presenters from 
may not know about and that most def- after spending years travelling up to around the region, 
initely they should. Roseville, the new building offers such There’s a tremendous amount of 

Firstly I was kindly asked to give a a modern experience. hard work that goes in to the venture by 

talk/performance at the new soon to be The staff are still getting it ready for loads of folk working behind the scenes 

opened Dudley archives, situated next the opening, I’m sure it will be an enor- with the objective of getting an FM 
to the Black Country Museum. The talk mous success. licence in 2014. So here’s your chance 

connected archive work with my own in My second point is the formation of to support two new ventures both that 
the sense that both use the past (some- the Black Country Community Radio are all about our region and people. Our 
times the immediate past) to inform an which can be Googled and listened to on shows go out at 10pm on Mondays and 
audience. The archive is the hub for the the net every day. Myself and Lozz were 6pm on Fridays. Give em’ both a go 
public to journey through data con- invited to host shows on alternate fort- they’re hostin’! 

nected to their own or others’ lives and nights as a way of bringing the Black DR B DAKIN (Billy Spake Mon) 

my work and the work with Laurence Country to its listeners. Fizzog, the Tower Road, Tividale 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 


E-MAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, sandwellchronicle@ 

Wolverhampton expressandstar.co.uk 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

My search for links 
to the Waddingtons 

I AM researching my family history and I would like to 
make contact with any descendants of the Waddington 
family who originated in Bilston. I am looking for people 
who knew Kenneth George William Waddington and his 
wife Joan (nee O’Neill). 

Kenneth served in the Royal Marines and they had four 
children between 1944 and 1955 in Bilston. If anyone has any 
information on the Jesse family which is also linked to Mr 
Waddington by his mother Florence Annie Jesse (formerly 
Waddington, nee Woodlands) I would also be interested. 
JOHN R TYHURST, 44 Anderida Road, Willingdon, 
Eastbourne, BN22 OPX-johntyhurst@sky.com 


Thank you for support 

MAY we please say a sincere thank you to the many people 
who supported our charity event which was to raise funds 
for Christmas celebrations for dementia and Alzheimer’s 
patients. Despite our venue being cancelled at three o’clock 
on the advertised date, we were able to raise £250. As is 
usual, when leading spiritualist John Everill takes part in 
these events - no expenses were deducted. Both he and 
Karen Morsley gave of their best in aid of a very good cause, 
due thanks to Bilston Conservative Club who saved the day. 

J EVERILL, Tipton 


Reopening of 
railways will be 
better scheme 

THE LETTER from T 
Weller regarding the possi¬ 
ble reopening of urban rail¬ 
ways bought back happy 
memories of my childhood. 

I attended Black Lake 
Infant and Junior school 
back in the late fifties and 
early sixties, and one day the 
headmaster arranged a trip 
to Dudley Zoo. 

We caught a train at Black 
Lake station and went via a 
landscape of factories thro¬ 
ugh Great Bridge, through 
Dudley Port low level and on 
to the zoo. For a young lad, 
born overlooking the Great 
Western main line in West 
Bromwich, the journey itself 
was fascinating. 

That route, or part of it, is 
no longer an option to re¬ 
open. But the South Staffs 
route to Wednesbury is still 
there, and I support the 
writer in their hope that it 
will be opened to ease traffic 
on the congested roads. 

HS2 is a waste of money, 
and, if built, will one day find 
itself forced to take standard 
speed trains to ease conges¬ 
tion. If only Beeching had 
thought deeply about the 
results of closures. 

C Millward 

Tipton 


Downtrodden 
medical staff 
get no respect 

WEST Midlands Ambulance 
Service staff feel downtrod¬ 
den, bullied and are treated 
with no respect by their 
employers who are trying to 
reduce their pay and change 
working practices to the 
detriment of staff. 

Our pay is made up of a 
basic salary and an uplift for 
working anti-social hours, 
essentially nights and week¬ 
ends. This uplift is up to 25 
per cent. This is different to 
the way the rest of the NHS 
is paid and is cheaper for our 
employers. 

We are now going to be 
expected to work until we 
are 67. Do you want a 67- 
year-old driving an ambu¬ 
lance under emergency 
conditions or carrying you 
downstairs on a carry chair? 

If you think we deserve to 
be treated fairly contact 
West Midlands Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust by going 
to www.wmas.nhs.uk/Pages 
/TalkToUs.aspx and fill in 
the form or write to: Millen¬ 
nium Point, Waterfront 
Business Park, Waterfront 
Way, Brierley Hill DY5 1LX. 
Please help us. 

Name and address 

supplied 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES 

Closed Mon 23rd, Tues 24th, Wed 25th and Thurs 26th December. Open Fri 27th and Sat 28th December 10-4pm 
Closed Mon 30th, Tues 31st and Wed 1st January then re open as normal 2nd January 10-4pm 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Bathroom including: • Basin unit 

• Fitting • BTW pan and seat 

• Thermostatic bar shower • Concealed cistern 

• 800mm tray • Semi countertop basin 

• 800mm side panel • mixer tap 

• 800 bifold door • 7 sq mtr waterproof wall 

• WC unit panelling 

ONLY £2389 Fully Fitted 




Bathroom including: 

• Fitting 

• Bath 

• Front panel 


• Bath and basin pillar taps 

• Shower screen 

• Basin and pedestal 

• WC pan cistern and seat 


• Thermostatic bar shower • 8 sq mt tiles 

ONLY £1999 Fully Fined 


This fully assembled 18mm oak effect 
kitchen including 

• Soft Close Doors • Worktops 

and Drawers, • Cornice 

• Oven • pelmet 

• Flob • sink and taps 

• Hood 

£2299 inc VAT 



5 Hall Green Road, Slone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

See our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk 



Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 
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T FEEL FITTER 
HEALTHIER 
& HAPPIER 
THAN EVE 
EVER BEEN’ 

“It’s brilliant. You start with small 
steps, eating better and more healthily, 
getting a little bit fitter and a lot more 
energetic. I can’t believe something this 
good for you is so much fun.'” 

Nina Williams-Kemp,fab at 42, 

3st lighter, much, much happier 



FITTER. HEALTHIER. HAPPIER. 


OLDBURY 
Oldbury Academy, 

Pound Road, B68 8NE 
Monday 6:00 - 7:15 pm - Aerobics 

HARBORNE 

St Peters Parish Church Hall, 

Old Church Road, B17 OBB 
Monday 10:00- 11:30am -Aerobics 
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:15 pm - Aerobics 

BARTLEY GREEN 
Newman College, 

Genners Lane, B32 3NT 
Tuesday 7:30 - 8:45 pm -Zumba® 



Call Rachel on 
01527 558 596 
or 07917 861841 

rachel.stokes@rosemaryconleyclasses.com 

*Terms & conditions apply. 

New Members Only. Valid until 19/01/14. 


FREE MEMBERSHIP 

PLUS YOUR FIRST CLASS FREE* 


NEWS 


Astle House revamp to cost £1.2m 



An artist’s impression of what the revamped Grade II listed Astle House in West Bromwich will look like on completion 


THE transformation of West 
Bromwich’s historic Astle 
House will cost £1.2 million, it 
has been revealed by a leading 
developer. 

And this image shows how the 
landmark on the town’s High 
Street will look after it has been 
converted into shops, restaurants 
and apartments. 

Developer Raj Lai of Birming¬ 
ham-based DR Developments, is 
behind the plans to revamp the red, 
Grade II listed building. 

The proposed scheme will see the 
site turned into shops, restaurants 
and cafes on the ground floor and 
14 residential apartments on the 
first and second floors. 

The landmark dates back to 1883 
and was originally the offices of 


by Alex Homer 

printing and publishing group 
Kenrick & Jefferson. 

Mr Lai said: “I am looking to use 
a company called Detail to carry out 
all the professional services and 
construction.” 

Documents submitted with the 
original planning application said: 
“The careful and sensitive restora¬ 
tion and repair and commercial/res¬ 
idential development of Astle 
House will protect the building for 
the future.” 

Mr Lai bought the building for 
£240,000 last September. 

It was feared that part of town 
could face a decline after the £200m 
New Square shopping and leisure 
development opened at the other 
side of West Bromwich. 



The landmark building, dating back to 1883 



ADVERTISEMENT 



We’re all prone to make New Year resolutions - eating healthily, walking more and shedding a few pounds 
to name a few. Many of those intentions involve lifestyle decisions and seizing the opportunity for change. 
A recent Radio 4 broadcast explored the view of ‘Your whole life is lived through your teeth’. The concept 
for many is true and none more so for the effervescent Ann Skitt of Willenhall, who made a New Year 
resolution to ditch her old, troublesome dentures and get a brand new smile. 

Is this the right time for you to do the same? 


ANN Skitt retrieves her bike from the garage, 
deftly fixes a slipped chain, and is ready “to go 
anywhere.” 

By her own confession it’s an antique with a 
capacious, black leather-cloth saddlebag (no 
longer manufactured) and just three Sturmey- 
Archer gears. For nearly 20 years it’s been a faithful 
companion and her primary source of transport. 
Her enthusiasm to get on the saddle belies her 
years. “I don’t drive, but cycle everywhere I can,” 
she says. 

A young-at-heart 74-year-old, she oozes charisma 
and charm, still goes to the gym “when she needs 
to shed a few pounds” and is the life and soul of the 
party at her local Young At Heart Club where she is a 
volunteer worker. 

“I retired at 60, but I always have to be doing 
something. The club has some elderly people who 
never really see anyone from week to week and I love 
helping. We do lunches and have a game of bingo and 
a laugh,” she adds. 

She admits to constantly making choices to live life to 
the limit and indulging herself as popular hairdressers’ 


model at Wolverhampton’s award-winning Ultimate 
Hairdressing salon whenever she fancies a new look. 

“I love meeting the students and they treat me lovely,” 
she says. 

It’s hard to imagine that his retired assembly worker, 
who completed 45 years’ service at Willenhall’s famous 
Josiah Parkes & Sons lock manufacturers, could 
ever be knocked back. But failing teeth “became an 
embarrassment,” she recalls. 

Plucked up the courage 

“My remaining bottom teeth were terribly discoloured 
and my partial lower denture was unstable. You could 
never eat anything like nuts and I was always so 
conscious of the way they looked. If I cooked lamb 
chops or a steak I’d struggle to eat it - it would take me 
ages, but I can eat anything now,” she says with a smile. 

Ann called time on her long-standing dental problems 
after reading an article in her local newspaper about 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) GDC108353 and his 
work as principal at the Denture Clinic in North Street, 
Dudley. 

“I had a couple of articles and kept them for nearly 
a year before I plucked up the courage to see Steve. 


I knew exactly what I wanted and was happy to put up 
with a bit of discomfort to get there,” she says. 

With four implants in her upper and four in the lower 
jaw to secure implant-retained over-dentures, Ann now 
has a perfect smile and functional teeth. 

“I love my teeth and they have given me so much 
more confidence. You don’t realise how having bad 
teeth affect until you have treatment like this and you 
get the confidence back. The whole shape of my mouth 
has changed. 

“I told Steve I didn’t want teeth like Cilia Black or 
Stacey Solomon, they would not look good on someone 
my age,” she adds. 

Husband Brian is full of praise - “It’s taken years off 
her and the teeth are just perfect for her.” 

Her teeth were hand-crafted on the premises at 
the Denture Clinic and implant surgery was carried 
out by Jonathon Pugh BDS MSc (Implant Dentistry), 
principal of Total Implant Solutions in Tettenhall Road, 
Wolverhampton. 

A long-standing working relationship between Jon and 
Steve has fused two dental disciplines which continues 
to enjoy excellent clinical outcomes. 

“Both Steve and Jon were lovely with me. I’ve told all 
my friends they need to see them too,” says Ann. 


, Gpmplete,dentures, Partial dentures Copy/ dentures, Jm plant = retainedidentures, Same,-day repairs „ Belinesi , Softi l ining s, 


For appointments at all branches call 

01384 348594 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk 

The Denture Clinic 

The Denture Clinic 

Fresh Dental 

Comberton Dental Surgery 

5 North Street, Dudley, 

82 Tettenhall Road, 

4 St. Mary’s Road, Bearwood, 

29 Comberton Rd Kidderminster, 

email: info@denture-clinic.co.uk 

West Midlands, DY2 7DT 

Wolverhampton, WV1 4TF 

Smethwick, B67 5DG 

Worcestershire, DY10 3DL 
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NEWS 


Young choir is on song for charity hundreds 


MORE than 42 talented singers 
from a school in the Black Country 
spread lots of Christmas cheer 
across the West Midlands to raise 
hundreds of pounds for charity. 

Members of Glebefields Primary 
School choir have performed at 
supermarkets near to their school in 
Tipton and have also drawn huge 
crowds at Brindleyplace in Birming¬ 
ham to raise money to buy mini 
iPads for Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital. 

The group of students, aged 
between eight and 11, spent weeks 
learning to master their 25-minute 
set at the school in Sandgate Road. 

In total the group managed to 
raise more than £655 for the hospi¬ 
tal and have even been invited to see 
the good work their money has 
done. “The children have had a 
whale of a time singing and their 
confidence has really increased,” 
said Mrs Green. 



Connor Whatmore, eight, and Teegan Doody, 10, with fellow choir members 


Weekend GPs move to 
take pressure off A&E 


PATIENTS will be able to book 
urgent GP appointments on 
Saturday and Sunday after¬ 
noons as part of a new service 
which aims to take pressure 
off A&E departments. 

People who can’t wait until their 
doctor’s surgery reopens on a 
Monday morning will be able to get 
an appointment with a GP local to 
them under the project which has 
been launched in Sandwell. 

Similar out-of-hours appointments 
may be made available elsewhere in the 
West Midlands to help ease winter 
pressure on the health service. Health 


by Lisa Wright 

chiefs at the Sandwell and West Birm¬ 
ingham Clinical Commissioning Group 
has funded the move through money 
provided by NHS England. 

The CCG is led by doctors and nurses 
and buys healthcare services for about 
530,000 residents in some of the most 
deprived parts of the country. The 
urgent weekend appointments cover 
all patients in the CCG area, until the 
end of March. 

Dr Nick Harding, chair of Sandwell 
and West Birmingham CCG and a GP 
in Handsworth Wood, said: “This is one 
of a range of schemes that we have set 
up to help ease demand for services this 
winter, as we recognise that patients 


may be unsure where to go for urgent 
advice at weekends. 

“We would like to stress that the 
weekend appointments are for urgent 
advice that can’t wait until their 
surgery reopens on Monday morn¬ 
ings.” 

Dr Harding added: “We would also 
like to remind people that A&E is only 
for serious injuries and illnesses. 
People have many other options avail¬ 
able to them: they can go to their GFJ a 
pharmacy or a walk-in centre, call the 
24-hour NHS 111 helpline, or visit the 
NHS Choices website.” 

Dudley CCG spokeswoman Lindsey 
Harding added that its chiefs would 
investigate if they could offer the same 
service. 


i I i Hi 


‘DGlHDGjSm 


Premiere Bedrooms & Kitchens 


• Cut Out The Middle Man 
> Manufacturers and Installers of Bespoke Fitted 
• Free Quote and Design Service 
• Gas, Electrics and PlumbingJncluded 


Furniture 

[SAfd 


C 027 

grib 


i Door and Drawer Front 
i Sliding Wardrobes 
i Wide Range of Styles 
i All Accessories 
i Wide Range of Colours 
i Home Office Solutions 


iehts 


> 



GOLD, SILVER & FOREIGN CURRENCY DEALERS 


GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM,PALLADIUM, PRE 47 SILVER COINS, EURO NOTES, EURO COINS 

h rnmnssucsBOSh 

(1 CARAT +) DIAMONDS, DIAMOND JEWELLERY & MELTING SERVICE 

9ct Gold.£8.50 per gram Full Sovereign.£168 each 

14cf Gold.£13.22 per gram Full Kruggerand.£717 each 

18ct Gold.£17.00 per gram Platinum.£22.25 per gram 

22ct Gold.£20.78 per gram Silver (.925).32p per gram 


We sell £1 = 1.167 Euros £100 = 116.70 Euros 
We buy £1 = 1.22 
EUROS We also buy €1 & €2 Euro coins 

Prices paid 24.1 3 ANY CURRENCY CAN BE ORDERED WITH NO COMMISSION 


WE BUY AND SELL ALL DOLLARS 


DOLLARS 


We sell £1 = $ 1.60 
We buy $100 = £ 58.76 


Prices correct at time of printing but subject to daily change 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

17 Market Place, Wednesbury 
WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 


BIRMINGHAM (M6 J6) 

36 Vyse Street, Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham B1 8 6JY 

Tel: 0121 554 8917 


HALESOWEN 

Goldfingers, Plaza Mall, 
Market Place. 

0121 85 8611 
(Euros only) 


CANNOCK 

Jabbas Jewels, Cannock Indoor Market. 

01543 572536 
(Euros only) 


TAMWORTH DGB 

7 Lower Gun Gate B79 7BA 

01827 51277 
(Euros only) 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

I.D.Required Working in association with W.M. Police 


Interia i h 

Wchensi’&iBathrhoms-^* 

^LE NOW ON 

ALL BASE UNITS £ 59.99 


ALL IWALL UNITS £ 45.99 

- 



5 year guarantee 
Free no obligation b^jfr 
Free 3D computer a|| 

Massive choice of doors,work tops,tiles & appliances 



Large showroom & ’ ling fi 


FULL BATHROOM 
SUITE FROM 

or Fully project managed 
50 displa,wjfip §3t©lr e 


£189199 


On all Kitchen & Bathroom Installations 


msa if®^ mm [Foam mmm 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY I 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7PH V 


01 



FREE UPGRADE IS BASED ON ALL FULLY FITTED KITCHENS OR BATHROOMS INSTALLED BEFORE 01/03/2014 
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Now Registering NHS Dental Patients 


NEWS 


The Bridge Park NHS Dental Practice, West Bromwich 
Call 0330 123 9118 to Secure Your Place 


EMERGENCY 
APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE DAILY 


• Opening Times 

9 am - 6 pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
9 am - 8 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays 
9 am -1 pm Saturday 



Come and meet our 
friendly team - 

Call in to find out more 
or book an appointment 

NHS Dentistry is FREE 

for children and people 
on low incomes 

NHS Registrations 

Now Available 


pnmecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


NHS 




The Bridge Park Dental Practice at Unit 12, Great Bridge St, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 OEN 
Call 0330 1239118 or email bridgeparkdental@nhs.net www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 


Goalies’ helping hands for Scott, 11 



Scott Borley with his father Stephen, ex-Wolves star Matt Murray and goalkeeper Wayne Hennessey at Tameside 
Primary School in Price Road, Wednesbury. The Wolves pair presented Scott with gifts to celebrate his remission 


WOLVES favourites Matt Murray 
and Wayne Hennessey dropped in 
at a school - to deliver the great 
news to children that one of their 
fellow pupils had been given the 
all-clear from leukaemia. 

Scott Borley, aged 11, was left in 
complete shock when the pair visited 
his school in Wednesbury. The special 
assembly had been organised in secret 
by teachers at Tameside Primary 
School, in Price Road, to celebrate 
Scott’s full recovery. 

It was a return visit for Matt and 
Wayne, who went to meet him at the 
school two years ago when it was dis¬ 
covered that doctors had found a 100 
per cent bone marrow match with a 
donor in Germany. 

Matt Murray said: “When we first 


by Tom Mason 

met him he was very ill and you could 
tell he had been through a lot. It’s nice 
to see a smile on his face.” 

Fellow goalkeeper Wayne Hen¬ 
nessey added: “It’s great to see him 
again looking so much better.” 

The two Wolves stars presented him 
with a pair of signed Wayne Hennessey 
match-worn gloves, a Wolves shirt, 
tickets in the directors’ box and a team 
tie for his dad - who supports West 
Bromwich Albion 

The young football fanatic was first 
diagnosed with life threatening Non- 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma three years ago 
and had chemotherapy to reduce a 
tumour pressing down on his throat. 
His dad and full time carer Stephen 
Borley said: “He started coughing and 


at first I thought he was just trying to 
avoid going to school, but we went to 
the doctors and he was diagnosed with 
the condition and began treatment 
straight away. You don’t realise how 
difficult it is until it happens to you.” 

A year later it looked like he was 
beating the lymphoma, but doctors 
discovered he also had Leukaemia and 
began the desperate search for a bone 
marrow donor. 

Since then he has undergone the 
transfusion and hundreds of treat¬ 
ments, which he has recorded with 
beads, each representing a different 
procedure. He has now been told he is 
in remission. 

“We didn’t think this day would 
ever come,” said 56-year-old Mr 
Borley, from Durham Road, Wednes¬ 
bury. 


The Honda range, 

available from Nil Advance Payment 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


/ 


CR-V from £999 Advance Payment. 


. 


M 


Civic from Nil Advance Payment. 

r 



> 




Jazz from Nil Advance Payment. 


Motability 

offers you the 
ability to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 


insurance 

• i ■ ■ A new 

included car 


3 


every ^u years 


BRINDLEY HONDA 

Cannock, Halesowen, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 

_ Call 08430 223040 or visit www.brindleyhonda.co.uk 

Fuel consumption figures forthe Honda range in mpg (l/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2-70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4-85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 32.5 - 78.5 
(8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison 
purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


Models Shown: Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic, Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD in optional Passion Red Pearl. Terms 
and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S Manual and Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual, £999 Advanced Payment offer on CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD. All offers are correct at the 
time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at any time. Models subject to availability. Written details available on request. The facilities offered are for the hire of 
goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To qualify for this offer you must be in 
receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. Valid for applications between 1 January 2014 to 31 March 2014 to Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate 
House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY. (Registered Company 
No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY 


Motability 

™ The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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Hopefuls sign 
up for sixth 
form college 


A DEAL to transform The Public into a college 
has been signed, as bosses confirmed hun¬ 
dreds had already applied for places. 

The deal between Sandwell Council and Sandwell 
College for the building will see it become a sixth 
form centre. Conversion work will be carried out in 
time for the Central Sixth campus to open in Septem¬ 


ber 2014. 

It will include arts space 
and business support facili¬ 
ties. More than 700 applica¬ 
tions have already been rec¬ 
eived from potential stud¬ 
ents keen to secure their 
sixth form place, with more 
anticipated. Around 500 
places are available. 

College bosses are urging 
people to apply as soon as 
possible to beat the enrol¬ 
ment rush. The college will 
offer range of arts, science 
and social science subjects 
aimed at sending students to 
university and into careers 
and business. 

Under the partnership, 
the council and college are 
planning to base a business 
support centre at the build¬ 
ing to help start-up compa¬ 
nies. There will also be a 


by Lisa Wright 

variety of arts-based activi¬ 
ties at the building that will 
be open to the general public 
including a cafe on the 
ground floor with a pro¬ 
gramme of events, photogra¬ 
phy, fashion shows and 
exhibition space, space for 
some local community arts 
activities, a series of summer 
shows showcasing the work 
of creative and performing 
arts students and Sand- 
well’s annual arts festival. 

The council is also devel¬ 
oping its plans for comedy 
and music performances at 
West Bromwich Town Hall. 

Scott Upton, vice-princi¬ 
pal at Sandwell College, 
said: “Our aim is to build up 
a premier sixth form in the 
region.” 


Stalwart nurse retires 

A NIGHT nurse has retired after almost half a century 
caring for patients across Sandwell. Janice Howes, aged 64, 
from Ardav Road, West Bromwich, retired on November 30 
- 47 years to the day she started working for the NHS. 

The married mother-of-two began her career at Halam 
Hospital in 1966, aged just 16. She qualified as a nurse four 
years later and was promoted to Sister in 1972. She moved 
in to the community as a district nurse in 1973. 


NEWS 


Forces put in the frame 



Help for Heroes volunteer Dan Goodby and artist Rita 
Roberts with postcards at Wednesbury Museum 


AN AMATEUR artist has raised hundreds of pounds for a 
military charity with paintings inspired by scenes from the 
work of the Armed Forces. 

Rita Roberts is a longstanding member of the Sandwell 
Museums Painting Group which meets at Wednesbury 
Museum and Art Gallery and exhibits around the borough. 

She decided to turn her creative talents to another worth¬ 
while cause however when she painted a trio of scenes 
showing the work of the armed forces over the years. Her 
first piece is called Hope and depicts the trenches of the 
First World War. 

The second is called Faith and shows the dome of St 
Paul’s Cathedral in London surrounded by smoke after an 
air raid. The third piece has been titled Dignity and shows 
the rescue of an injured soldier in Afghanistan. 

Those three works are due to go on display in public 
spaces around the borough, the locations of which have not 
yet been chosen. 


Modern & Painless 
Dental Services you can trust 


Our friendly, professional and experienced team 
can give you back your healthy smile 


• Complimentary consultation with 
our dental professional 

• Mouth cancer screening 

• Cosmetic dentistry and smile makeovers 

• Treatment of bleeding gums and tooth decay 

• Professional home teeth whitening 

• Adult braces including invisible braces 


• Dental implants for missing teeth 
and loose dentures 

• CEREC technology - one visit porcelain crown 

• Beautiful full and part dentures 

• Stable fixed teeth 

• Mercury free dentistry 

• All work is guaranteed 


We all work extremely hard to make your treatment painless! 

This is a promise we intend to keep. 



84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co. uk 


*Conditions apply 


Cut out this offer and bring it along to claim 15% discount* 



GET INSTANT CASH 

FOR ALL YOUR OLD 
CLOTHES AND RAGS 



We Buy: Clothing, Soft Toys, Shoes, Handbags 


• No Bedding, • Pillow Cases • Workwear • Dirty or Damaged Clothes or Asian Clothes 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 


08 085919 

www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF 
(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 


Shop: 

145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 
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The Hawthorns as it was back in 1913 which is unrecognisable from today’s modern Premier League ground Trap - Albion skipper Jesse Penington Remarkable sequel - the article as it appeared in the E&S back in 1913 



Baggies’ chairman Billy Bassett, who helped set up the trap 100 years ago 


How match-fixing storm first 
rocked Baggies 100 years ago 


IMMACULATELY dressed in a blue suit 
and overcoat with a velvet collar, the 
defendant took his seat. 

The court sat in hushed silence as magis¬ 
trates were told how a West Bromwich Albion 
star had agreed to ‘throw’ a match against 
Everton, in exchange for a substantial amount 
of money. 

The accused, whose son was the head of an inter¬ 
national betting syndicate, showed little emotion 
as the prosecution outlined its case. 

But this was not the result of on-going investi¬ 
gation into match-fixing allegations in the modern 
game, rather it was the result of another betting 
scandal which rocked the sport almost exactly 100 
years ago. 

The court case, which opened at Smethwick 
Police Court in December, 1913, centred around a 
game between Albion and Everton, which had 
taken place on November 29 that year. 

The Baggies, at that time riding high in the old 
First Division, were red-hot favourites to beat 
struggling Everton, who ultimately found them¬ 
selves in a battle to beat the drop at the end of the 


season. But career criminal Pascoe Bioletti, whose 
son William was the head of a football betting busi¬ 
ness in Geneva at the time, had other ideas. 

Bioletti, who also used the names Frederick 
Pater and Samuel Johnstone, approached Albion 
captain and England fullback Jesse Pennington, 
and offered him a total of £55 - or £5 for each 
player - if he could fix the match. 

Pennington agreed. However, instead of stash¬ 
ing the cash, Pennington instead informed his 
chairman, Billy Bassett, and between them the 
pair set a trap for Bioletti. 

For a master criminal, Bioletti does seem to 
have been remarkably naive. 

He had first approached Pennington at his shop 
in Smethwick High Street - at the time, even top- 
level football was only a part-time profession. 

And when Pennington asked Bioletti to put the 
agreement in writing, incredibly he agreed. The 
contract, written on the headed notepaper for 
Pennington’s shop read: “I, Sam Johnstone, agree 
to present to Mr Jesse Pennington £55 on the ter¬ 
mination of the match played at West Bromwich 
on November 29th, 1913, if the result is a draw or 
loss.” He even put his address at the bottom. 


Pennington took the agreement to Bassett, 
himself a former England international, and 
police were informed. By sheer coincidence, and 
without help of Pennington - or without any 
intentional help, anyway, Everton managed to 
hold Albion to a draw. At the end of the game, Pen¬ 
nington approached Bioletti, who was waiting for 
the score, and demanded his money. 

Bioletti, in the presence of two police officers, 
handed over a bag of gold containing £55 - around 
£5,300 at today’s prices - and asked Pennington to 
count the coins in the office. 

Mr J S Sharpe, acting for the prosecution, told 
the court: “There is very little doubt that the 
defendant is the agent for a very big betting asso¬ 
ciation which issues football coupons, and they 
have a desire through him or their agents, to actu¬ 
ally control the play of various clubs in the dis¬ 
trict.” 

Bioletti, who had refused to reveal his real name 
to the court and insisted on being called Frederick 
Pater throughout the proceedings, was eventually 
jailed for five months, plus another six months for 
attempting to bribe Birmingham City’s Frank 
Womack. 
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HALF 

PRICE 


CENTRE 


• MERRY HILL 
SHOPPING CENTRE 


lilable on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2014 on the date specified at the time of 


Offer not available on clearance items or in store 


Written details 


the 

winter 

sale 

HALF PRICE SAVINGS 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

HURRY FINAL WEEK - DOORS CLOSE SUNDAY 5PM 


EXi kA.DISCOUNTS off every single sale price throughout the stores 
with many savings of 50% or more. Hurry, offer now in its final week. 






A 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 4 - # U U 

PRICE A# # W W 

CORNER GROUP AS SHOWN - GREAT SALE VALUE 


SAVE Melinda corner 9° u p 

p (including all cushions) 

t600 NORMAL £4399 SALE £399 



1 *• • 4 * ' AKarndean Harrison 


1 

i 

w 

■ 

f% Parker Knoll 


LOW SALE PRICES. 

PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. 

INTEREST FREE. 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 


£449 


IlKV U 


Boston solid wood complete bedroom 

Includes: double bedstead, bedside cabinet, COMPLETE 
chest of drawers & 2 door wardrobe. B E D R O O M 

NORMAL £+2+9 SALE £799 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£599 


("ousins 




NEW YEAR # S OPENING TIMES: 

Mon 30th 9.30am-6pm, Tue 31st 9.30am-6pm, New Years Day 10am-6pm, 

Thurs 9.30am-8pm, Friday 9.30am-6pm, Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm, Sunday 10am-5pm. 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, PRICE 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. PROMISE onprice! * 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 


VERHAMPT0N \ 

\ \ 

\ M6 

A4123 ^ 

>U ^\jD^EYZ00 

M * BIRI ' 

CITY 

HILL m 


beyond expectation 

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT 

LARGE STOCKS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert a 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


olid until 12th January 2014 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Upton 
Homecare 

Now covering West 
Bromwich, Tipton, Wednesbury, 
Dudley & Great Barr 
www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 

0121 557 3649 
37889 018517 i 


Robii 
Williams 

We offer finest meat 
& poultry 
34 Rood End Road. 
Oldbury 
21 552 1911 




GPS 
FConstructioi 
Ltd 

[ Experts in disabled adaptions 

0121 588 2740 
7956 888 m 



Jubil 

Fireplaces 
Ltd. 

|iyiajority of stock now reduced 
High Street, Tipton, DY4 9JF 
www.jubileefires.co.uk 

0121 557 311 



A&A 

Walters Ltd 

f fFuneral Directors 

id, Tipton, DY4 8ED 

0121 5571347 
vw. waiters funerals 

co.uk 

. ^ 


Budget 
Builders 
& Plumbers 
Merchants 

1 2 Parsonage Road, Oldbui 
B694PH 
01215599009 
Mobile: 07957 
491938 


The 
Vine 

Bar & Restaurant 
152 Roebuck Lane, West 
Bromwich, B70 6RD 

3121 553 2866 

yvw.thevine.co.i 


Heatwave 
eauty & Fitness 

9 Tibbington Works, High 
Street, Tipton, DY4 9HP 

0121 679 8037 

D Lipo 10% Off quote Chronicle j 
Email: 

e9hotmail.co.uk 


Wednesbury 
Lock & Safe 
(Midlands) Ltd 

Locksmith/Key Cutting/ 
Engraving 

0121 556 7771 

7 07834 882294 A 


llighai 
Shoes 

22 High Street, 
Smethwick 
3121 558 0908: 


l 


Chinese Buffet 

Unit 2,41 Dudley Street, West J 
Bromwich, B70 9RL 
/vw.jade-crystal.co.ukj 

121 500 5128^ 


0121 569 6804 
37816 951836 


Wednesbur 
Marksmen 

(Learn to Shoot) 

Perry Street, Wednesbury, 
WS10 0AX 

121 556 9654 



Hair & Beauty Salon 
Portway Road, Rowley Regis, J 
B65 9DB 



Brunswicl 
Fish Bar 

299 Crankhall Lane, 
ednesbury,WS10 ODX 

121 502 3140 


Elim 

’entecostal 
Church 

Victoria Street, West 
Bromwich, B70 8ET 

121 580 0068 

| 


tandwell 
Stone 

40-45 Park Lane, 
Oldbury, B69 4LP 

0121 544 7883 

Comfor 
Plumbing and 
Heating 

Over 25 years’ experience 
All work guaranteed 

|n/vw.comfortplumbingandheating.ci 
ifortplumbingheating@gmail.co 
FREE written c 

0121 531 027J: 
’973 940002 


Tree & Garden ■ 
Services 

24/7 365 emergency call out service ; 
For a free no obligation quotation 

01384 213644 
37733 226568. 


hapmam 
Chippy 

}2 Whitehall RoadJ 
Vest Bromwich 


•uk f 


0121 559 9009 


A 


T.W. Ryder 

W/ Ltd 

V 327 Harborne Lane, 
Birmingham, B17 ONT 

0121 4721402 

r.twrydersinbirmingham. 
co.uk 


Cosworth 
Stud Feeds' 

www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk I 
nit 4/5 Perry Street, WednesburyJ 

WS10 0AZ 
3121 556 1497 A 



rosswell 
InnM 

Iwhyley Walk, Oldbury, 
B69 4SB 

L 0121 532 0050 


An 
Electric 

76 Clent Road, 
Oldbury, B68 9ER 
7974 42860: 


OAP Discounts 

20 Hollyhedge Road, West J 
Bromwich, B713AH 

588 2511^ 


f Bar & Indian Restaurant) 
248 Walsall Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 9SN| 

0121 568 8001 

vww.sukis.co.uk 

'village 


Hawi 
Farm 
Butchers 

6 Stanley Road, 
Oldbury, B68 ODY 
1214215468/ J 


Sandwell 
Diesel 

Unit 3 Potters Lane, 
Wednesbury, 
WS10 0AS 
121 5561122. 


Riley, Hayes 
and Co Solicitor 

Brook House, Brook Street, 
Tipton, DY4 9DD 
Associated office in Wolverhampton 
www.rileyhayessolicitors.co.ul 

0121 522 2331 


Ti.C.! 
lulldog 

129 Horseley Heath, Tipton 

)121 557 6817 

or all your car spares* 


age ^ 

Is and 

Textiles jm 

11 Langley High Street, Langley, Oldbury, B69 4SN 

lwww.villageblindsandtextiles.com 1 

07528 818017 
07903 324525 


Bate: 

Tool Hire Lti 

•Hire *Sales *Service 
•Repairs 

0121 552 4969 

vw.batestoolhire. 


Mobile 
Link 

[ (We buy new/used phones )| 
31A Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, B69 4DY 

0121 
14 6006 


batestoolhire. 
co.uk y 


Trinil 
Motors 

High Street, Smethwick, 
B66 3AJ 

I: trinitymotors@tiscali.co.uk 

0121 . 

58: 


The. , 
ovecote 1 

7-Day Carvery 

Hill Top, West , 
Bromwich^d 




XL Cars 

I aspects of private hirel 
work undertaken 
Cheapest taxi company in 
Wednesbury and West 
Bromwich . - 

121 502 3111^ 


Caltours of 
Birmingham Lti 

Travel experiences to remember 

0121 459 7524 

www.caltours-coach.co.uk 


Perry & 
Phillips 

4 Underhill Street, 
iridgnorth, Shropshire, 
WV16 4BB 



746 765255J 


25 Law Street, West 
^Bromwich, B71 1EA 

121 525 887C 


Hamstead 
Home Brew 

The best home brew shop in the 
Midlands. Over 30 years experience 
[ 37 Newton Road, Great Barr, B43 6AD 
www.hamstead-brewing-centre.coful 


Granite, 
com 

0121 5201155 

Init 5 Imex Centre, 


Dudley Port 


A 
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NEWS 

1 

[own hall boost with £8,000 of funding 


A CAMPAIGN to open up historic Darlaston Town Hall to 
the public every day and drum up more bookings has been 
boosted after more than £8,000 of funding was secured. 

The cash will be pumped into organising community 
events and setting up a hub for people to visit during the 
day. The newly-formed friends group launched the cam¬ 
paign to see more activities held at the red brick venue in 
Victoria Road. A Walsall Council facilities team is now also 
helping to market the site and is available to provide tours 
for potential customers looking to hire the premises. 

Planned events in the coming months include a Glee-style 
song and dance group, a dance session for older people, 
coffee morning and sports classes. 

Some £3,000 has been secured from the council’s Darlas¬ 
ton and Bentley Area Panel, while Sport England has 
pledged £5,394. Bosses have been looking at ways of boost¬ 
ing flagging fortunes of the historic hall. It comes after it 
was last year claimed event organisers were shunning the 
venues, leading to a shortfall in the amount of money 
raised. Bookings are available on 01902 658080. 


Lonestar's new £7.5m 
HQ safeguards 300 jobs 


MANUFACTURING firm LoneStar Group is to 
build a new £7.5 million headquarters, safe¬ 
guarding more than 300 jobs. 

The new headquarters and manufacturing and dis¬ 
tribution centre of excellence will be built in Wednes- 
burv, near junction nine of the M6. 


Employees from the 
company’s existing sites in 
the Black Country - two at 
Willenhall and another at 
Bilston - will transfer to the 
new site along with staff 
from the existing head office 
in Kennicott House in 
Wednesfield. 

The development is due to 
be completed by the summer. 
Sandwell jobs boss, Council¬ 
lor Ian Jones, said the news 
was a ‘major boost’. 

Refurbishment, building 
and modernisation work will 
start in February to create a 
new 115,000 sq ft facility at 
Universal Point in Steel¬ 
mans Road, near Ikea. 

Mike Curnyn, LoneStar’s 
global vice-president of 
operations, said: “The Black 
Country is a fantastic place 
to do business. We will create 
a modern manufacturing 


| by Simon Stone 

and distribution facility in a 
central location, and with it 
the opp- ortunity - by inte¬ 
grating our three businesses 
in the West Midlands - to 
safeguard hundreds of jobs 
and build a successful plat¬ 
form for fut-ure growth.” 

The new plant will feature 
high-class manufacturing 
and laboratory facilities, 
warehousing and offices. 

Councillor Ian Jones, 
cabinet member for jobs and 
economy at Sandwell 
Council, said: “This excel¬ 
lent news for Wednesbury is 
a major boost and comes at a 
time when considerable 
investment is being att¬ 
racted into the town, such as 
the scheme at Opus Blue¬ 
print at junction nine.” 



The Lonestar group’s current building 


Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors Ltd 



SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 


NEW YEAR SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 


£1499 


fitted. conditions apply 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS | ^t ra ncnack guarantee 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk 1 E "ZZ sa 7 9 T" d H T & Doors ,„ 

• ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC NEW 
UPVC DOOR RANGE 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 


<1 — 


Available in Light Oak and Rosewood 



.L AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 



YEAR 




WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


u 


Finance 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


W Repair Service available 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wise 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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/ our entire stock on line at wwww.bluntsshoes.co.uk/cotteridge • wwwbluntsshoes.co.uk/kingstanding 


BLUNTS 


HAS IT ALL! 

A PROPER SHOE SHOP! 


BIG REDUCTIONS ACROSS ALL 
THE BEST BRANDED MAKES I 

Clarks • Loake • Grenson • Rieker • Remonte 
Hitec • Anatomic • Caterpillar • Spot-on • 
Timberland • Startrite • Morlands • DB • 

Anne Michelle • Adidas • Vandal • Equity • 

Nike • Base and more. 


UP TO 80% OFF OUR OWN 
momm asm ranges 

View our entire stock on line at 
wwww.biuntsshoes.co.uk/cotteridge 
wwwbluntsshoes.co.uk/kingstanding 
www.united-footwear.co.uk/sparkhill 
www.biuntsshoes.co.uk/bearwood 


BLUNTS SHOES 

BLUNTS SHOES 

UNITED FOOTWEAR 

BLUNTS SHOES 

578 Bearwood Rd 

51 Pershore Rd South 

926-928 Stratford Rd 

647 Kingstanding Road 

Smethwick 

Cotteridge 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

B66 4BW 

Birmingham B30 3EG 

B114BT 

B449RG 

0121 429 1794 

0121 458 6406 

0121 7781978 

0121 354 7592 


WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE? 


wwwbluntsshoes.co.uk/kingstanding • www.united-footwear.co.uk/sparkhill * 


PoD Domestic 

Specialising in repairs of washing 
machines, dishwashers, gas & 
electric cookers, hobs, microwaves, 
fridge freezers and cooker hoods etc. 



You won’t 
find anywhere 
cheaper! 
FREE CALL OUTS 

0121 532 5965/ 
07825 148338 


pddomestics@hotmail.co.uk 


AM GLASS & GLAZING 

• All glass and glazing repairs • Sash renovations 

• UPVC windows and doors • Garage doors • Fascias 

• Shop fronts t Timber doors • Conservatories 

• Accidental damage and break in repairs 

• Lock repairs and upgrades 

• Genuine leaded light repairs 


Over 30 years of experience 
All work guaranteed 
Please contact Alan Mason 


www.amglass.net 
Mobile: 07810025416 
Working: 01214266371 

Email: alan@mason6345.freeserve.co.uk 



2 Churchfields Way, West Bromwich B71 4DP 


Are You Ready? 


Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you shall be saved. 

He says: Come to Me, all you who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

(Matt.:ll:28) 

For more, Call: 07903 180985 or 07949 559924 
Visit: Forever Living Christ Ministries Int., 

11-13 Walsall Street, West Bromwich B70 7NX 
Email: services@flcm.org.uk www.flcm.org.uk 

Service: 11.00am Sundays 


NEWS 


False claims 
on husband 
resulted in 
£l7k fraud 


A BENEFITS cheat pocketed £17,000 after 
claiming she did not live with her husband. 

Catherine Greenaway falsely claimed housing 
benefit, council tax relief and income support, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. Mr David Lees, 
prosecuting, told the court Greenaway had claimed 
income support and council tax benefit from 2002 


and 2005 respectively. 

But in 2009 the council 
was tipped off that she could 
be making false claims. 
Sandwell Council chiefs 
were told Greenaway’s 
husband David, was living in 
the family home. 

Mr Lees said officers 
investigated and discovered 
Greenaway’s deception. The 
court heard she was inter¬ 
viewed in 2009, and she 
denied that her husband was 
living with her. 

Mr Lees said: “On April 3, 
2012, she was interviewed 
again, and she initially again 
denied her husband was in 
the home, but towards the 
end she did admit he was 
living with her.” 

He added: “She said that 
she considered him a bad 
husband who did not give 
her any money, and that is 
why she made the claims.” 

The court heard the 48- 
year-old pleaded guilty to six 
counts of fraud. Overall, 
Greenaway, of Hurst Road, 
Smethwick, had claimed 


by Simon Stone 

£17,500 she was not entitled 
to. Mr Lees told the court 
her claims were not fraudu¬ 
lent from the outset. 

Mr Jasvir Mann, defend¬ 
ing, told the court: “She 
found herself in a situation 
with young children and in a 
relationship with her hus¬ 
band that was on and off.” 

He said she did not know 
what the future would hold 
for her relationship so con¬ 
tinued to claim the benefits. 
She has already started to 
pay back some of the funds. 

Judge Martin Walsh told 
Greenaway benefit fraud 
was taken very seriously by 
the courts. He said: “An off¬ 
ence of this sort undermines 
public confidence in the ben¬ 
efits system. This system is 
there to provide genuine 
support to those in need.” 

He sentenced her to eight 
weeks in custody, suspended 
for 18 months, and ordered 
her to complete 180 hours’ 
unpaid work. 



Laser World owner Jason Thompson with colleague Nat¬ 
alie Whitehouse get set at the £200,000 two-zone arena 

ASTEROIDS appear as though they are shooting out 
of the wall, while a huge spider’s web dangles just feet 
above your head and it is all eerily lit by ultra violet 
light. 

Painted in 3D, the new Laser World is set to wow visitors 
both young and old as it is only lit by UY with no natural 
light penetrating anywhere in the arena. 

Costing £200,000 and built above Jitterbugs Party World 
soft-play arena in Great Bridge, the Laser World attraction 
is a purpose-built, two-zone, multi-level laser tag arena that 
is open to children of all ages. 

Owner Jason Thompson, aged 49 and from Stone Cross, 
said: “All the artwork on the walls is painted in 3D, so, under 
the UV light, it makes it look as though asteroids are stick¬ 
ing out of the walls.” 

Adults enjoy the games so much that it is also open to stag 
and hen parties. But as well as providing fun parties, the 
company also works within the community. Mr Thompson 
added: “If schools are trying to build attendance, we also put 
on free laser games for pupils that manage to achieve their 
targets.” 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 



FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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Carpets lanuarv Sale 


Has your Bed ■ if® then now is the time to visit 

iseen better Jhg BED EXCHANGE.. 

,, c 7 at Stonecross where... 

y ...we give you £50 

against your old bed! 


We will not 
be beaten 
on Price or 
Quality!!!!! 


i 








£50 allowance is against any bed priced over £199 




i 




in our huge 
carnet store 


V 


80 % Wool 


Bleach Cleanable 

Twist 

Hessian Backed 

MOW 


LUXURY 

SAXONY 

DEEP PILE 


to clear 
NOW Only 


UNDERLAY 


FREE 


SQ MTR 


SQ MTR 


SQ MTR 


Abingdon 


range 


with 


our 


Fashion strioe 


collections 
of End of 
Rolls - Now 
available 

of 


BS 


hanias 

Vinyl 

From 


Bleach Cleanable 

Choice of Colours 


m • Auailable in 1 t 2,3,4,5mtr wid ths 
car pets m an 


ecjf 


ce 


SQ MTR 


O' 


* FREE underlay with all fitted carpets - undelay upgrades available 


** 71 / 


never find 


Select Carpets 

215 Walsall Rd, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B713HS 


OPEN 9am - 5.30pm Closed Sunday 


Tel: 0121 588 5904 
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Express & Star mna media thechronicle 







KICK START 


HEW YEAR WITH 

P 


^oress 

// a _ Distribution 


^ rmi ui uie 

Express & Star 

Black Lake, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 OQB 


aflet Distribution 
IN JANUARY! 

Simply telephone 

01902 319580 

or email 

leafletoffers@expressanilstar.co.uk 

to receive your discount. 

Offer ends 31/1/14 


We make sure they get into the RIGHT hands! 


NEWS 


Fans feel the Blues over 
library's Villa makeover 



The £189m Library of Birmingham glitters claret and blue in the night sky 

Ukip in transport call 


IT IS the newest landmark on 
the second city skyline - and it 
has not taken long for contro¬ 
versy to hit the £189 million 
Library of Birmingham. 

The building has stoked the fires 
of city rivalry after being given an 
Aston Villa makeover for Christ¬ 
mas. Birmingham City supporters 
are less than impressed. 

The prestigious new building in Cen¬ 
tenary Square, which welcomed its mil¬ 
lionth visitor just 100 days after 
opening, was bathed in the famous 
claret and blue right up until New 
Year’s Eve, when a giant firework 
display took place from the roof. 

The makeover was agreed between 
club and library chiefs, in a deal which 
included Villa providing numeracy and 
literacy workshops for visitors in the 
new year. 

Villa chief executive Paul Faulkner, 
who is also a trustee of the Library of 
Birmingham Trust, said: “We’re 
delighted that the Library of Birming¬ 
ham approached us about this collabo¬ 
ration and we were only too happy to 
agree. 

“The Library of Birmingham really 
is a striking focal point in a burgeoning 
city landscape and we’re thrilled it will 
be even more eye-catching now as it 
adopts our famous club colours.” 

However some Birmingham City 
supporters took to Twitter to express 
their displeasure. James Cash wrote 
‘Would have been better in blue & 
white - Birmingham library given 
Aston Villa makeover for Christmas’. 

Tourist bookings for Birmingham 
increased by 118 per cent for the 
Christmas and New Year period, 
according to the booking agent 
Expedia. 


CONTROVERSIAL cuts to free and 
subsidised transport in the West Mid¬ 
lands should be abandoned, the UK 
Independence Party has said, as today, 
Thursday, marks the start of fare 
increases. 

Transport authority Centro is con¬ 
sulting on £14 million of cuts drawn up 
to cope with reductions in its budget. 
Ring and Ride services are also facing 
cuts. Savings measures include scrap¬ 
ping free tram and train travel for pen¬ 
sioners and increasing the bus fares 
paid by children from half to two 
thirds. Today, National Express West 


Midlands is increasing the cost of a 
single journey from £2 to £2.10. 

Bill Etheridge, who is standing as a 
UKIP candidate in the 2014 European 
election, said: “Bus and Metro passen¬ 
gers are set to be hit by a double 
whammy that will really hurt. People 
on low incomes would be further 
squeezed by the proposed fare inc¬ 
reases. I urge transport bosses to show 
some Christmas cheer by listening to 
the views of public transport users.” 

An online consultation can be at 
www. centro .or g.uk/budgetconsul 
tation 



Tuesday 7, Wednesday 8, Thursday 9 January 2014 • 9.00am to 7.00pm • Broadway Campus. 


Area 

Course Title 

Start Date 

End Date 

Start Time 

End Time 

Fee 

Accounting 

Book-keeping Award C&G - Level 1 

27/02/14 

12/06/14 

12:50 

15:55 

£180 

Accounting 

Computerised Accounts Award C&G - Level 1 

27/02/14 

12/06/14 

18:00 

19:30 

£104 

Accounting 

Payroll Certificate - Level 1 

29/01/14 

09/07/14 

18:00 

21:15 

£180 

Accounting 

Payroll Certificate - Level 1 

30/01/14 

10/07/14 

14:25 

17:30 

£180 

Art 

Associate Glass Term 2 

06/01/14 

07/04/14 

09:00 

16:30 

£220 

Art 

Associate Glass Term 3 

28/04/14 

23/06/14 

08:45 

16:00 

£180 

Art 

Glass Taster Day 

09/03/14 

09/03/14 

10:00 

16:00 

£89 

Art 

Glass Taster Day 

14/06/14 

14/06/14 

10:00 

16:00 

£89 

Childcare 

Children and Young People’s Workforce - Level 2/3 

Flexible 

Flexible 

Flexible 

Flexible 

£400/£500* 

Construction 

Brickwork OCN 

14/01/14 

25/03/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£224 

Construction 

Carpentry OCN 

14/01/14 

25/03/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£224 

Construction 

Plastering OCN 

14/01/14 

25/03/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£224 

Construction 

Plumbing 6218 Award 

14/01/14 

25/03/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£224 

Construction 

Wall Tiling OCN 

14/01/14 

25/03/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£224 

Engineering 

Abrasive Wheels (Safety in the use of) College certificate 

07/02/14 

07/02/14 

09:00 

15:30 

£150 

Engineering 

CAD Advanced Parametric Modelling 

27/02/14 

15/05/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£320 

Engineering 

CAD Introduction 

27/02/14 

15/05/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£320 

Engineering 

CNC Introduction Part Programming 

27/02/14 

15/05/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£380 

Engineering 

Engineering HNC Bridging Course 10 weeks 

26/02/14 

14/04/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£380 

Hairdressing 

Hairdressing NVQ - Level 2 

Flexible 

Flexible 

16:00 

21:30 

£795 

IT 

ICT CISCO CCNA 

22/01/14 

21/05/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£1,200 

IT 

Programming concepts 

30/01/14 

12/06/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£300 

Languages 

Introduction to Sign Language 

16/01/14 

27/03/14 

19:00 

21:00 

£70 

Management 

Introduction to Team Leading 

23/01/14 

27/03/14 

18:00 

21:15 

£192 

Management 

Introduction to Team Leading 

01/05/14 

03/07/14 

18:00 

21:15 

£192 

Public Services 

Policing Certificate in Knowledge (QCF) - Level 3 

03/02/14 

23/06/14 

18:00 

20:00 

£500* 

Teaching 

Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector CTLLS Certificate 

27/01/14 

30/06/14 

18:00 

21:00 

£363 

Teaching 

Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools Diploma - Level 2/3 

Flexible 

Flexible 

Flexible 

Flexible 

£400/£500* 

Teaching 

Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector PTLLS 

27/01/14 

30/06/14 

09:00 

18:00 

£163 



D© YOU HAVE FRIENDS OR RELATIVES WHO 
WANT T© IMPROVE THEIR ENGLISH LANGUAGE? 

• COURSES ARE USUALLY FREE.** 

• CLASSES ARE 1H HOURS PER WEEK FOR 
G MONTHS. 

• BENEFITS ARE NOT AFFECTED. 

• THERE IS HELP WITH TRAVEL AND 
CHILDCARE COSTS. 

• CITY & GUILDS OR CAMBRIDGE QUALIFICATION. 

** SUBJECT TO ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 


Call: 01384 363 363 or visit: 

www.dudleycol.ac.uk for details. 


hands-on 

thinking 

Since 1862 


*Students aged 24+ on Level 3 or higher courses are no longer funded by the Government. Therefore higher course fees apply and Advanced Learning Loans are available to help with course fees, please visit website for details. 
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per square 


offering the 

largest choice 

at the 

lowest 

price! 


100's of carpets 

in stock 

for immediate 


: 


’J 


fitting! 


t—i n b 

^: www.ncffurnishings.co.uk 


now extended further! 


1 


MASSIVE SAVINGS! 

ON A HUGE RANGE OF 

CARPETS & 
LAMINATES 


ONLY FROM NCF FURN SH NGS 


starting from just 


£ 2.99 


Jetwing Carpet Modern Naturals 



£2.99 £3.50 

PERSQUAREYARD I PER SQUARE METRE 


NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Rd, Perry Barr, B44 8AA 

© 0121 3567022 


NCF Cape Hill: 

81-87 Cape Hill, Birmingham, B66 4SG 

©:0121 5555427 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 

throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 
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SANDWELL 
LEISURE TRUST 


CARD 

MEMBERSHIP 


UNLIMITED 

I GY M FIT NESS 

SWIMMING 


• 8 POOLS 

• 8 GYMS 

• OVER 200 FITNESS 
SSES 

• FREE PARKING 

• FREE ONE-2-ONE 
EXERCISE PLAN 


LESS THAN 
£1 A DAY 


www.slt-leisure.co.uk 

0300 012 0121 * fDI | I | San dwell 

Award winning services supporting Sandwell's scorecard 

Registered Charity (England & Wales - Registered Number 1 102431) 



www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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Charges boost 
coffers bv £3m 


PARKING charges helped rake in more than £3 million for authorities 
across the West Midlands - however, Sandwell Council made a loss 
of thousands of pounds. 

Parking profits across the country reached a record high in 2012-13. But three 
councils in the region - including Sandwell - are operating their parking at a 
loss, while the rest all recorded a profit from on and off-street parking operations. 


Wolverhampton City Council was the top 
earner in the Black Country bringing in 
£930,000 and Dudley Council made 
£409,000. 

Nationally, 52 of the 353 local authorities 
in England recorded negative numbers, 
with Walsall and Sandwell among them. 
Walsall Council lost £286,000 during 2012- 
13 through parking, South Staffordshire 
Council made a loss of £82,000 and Sandwell 
Council lost £17,000. 

Councillor Steve Eling, finance boss at 
Sandwell Council, said: “We don’t charge 
very much for parking, and where we do 
charge we are very much at the bottom end 
of parking charges.” 

The figures came as the leader of 
Sandwell Council ordered a review into 
charges at car parks run by the local author¬ 
ity. Councillor Darren Cooper said the 
council is looking at scrapping charges for 
motorists as part of a major review of fees. 


B by Naomi Dunning 

He has said he believed the chance to axe 
charges could give trade a major boost. 

The full details are being looked at with a 
view to an announcement being made on 
the changes in the new year. 

The latest figures were released by the 
RAC Foundation and come from the annual 
returns councils make to the Department 
for Communities and Local Government. 

Figures were calculated by adding up 
income from parking charges and penalty 
notices, then deducting the running costs. 

Professor Stephen Glaister, director of 
the RAC Foundation, said: “It is a case of 
deja vu. Once again, English councils have 
made record amounts from parking. 

“Yet overall spending on local roads has 
fallen by nine per cent over the past three 
years with road safety expenditure down by 
as much as 20 per cent.” 


Poppy appeal raises record amount 

TIPTON British Legion has raised a 
record amount with this year’s Poppy 
Appeal, topping the efforts of the last 
24 years. 

The legion reformed 25 years ago and 
this year has pulled in £26,675.50 so far, 
with some donations still due to come 
in. All of the money was raised in the 
fortnight volunteers are allowed to 
collect in the run-up to Remembrance 
Day. 

It came after Isobel Beebee, the 
Poppy Appeal organiser for the town, 
had raised concerns in the Express & 
Star that the amount collected could 
dwindle earlier this year. 

She said the collections which took 
place in the Asda stores in Wednesbury 
Oak Road, Tipton, and Great Bridge 
and the Co-operative store in Owen 
Street in the town had proved a success. 

She said nearby schools, offices and 
factories had also been very generous in 
their donations to the cause. 

The former retail worker, a grand- 
mother-of-two, said: “This is a record 
for us. We’re tremendously proud bec¬ 
ause without everyone in our team of 
sellers there’s no way we could do this. ” 
Last year, the legion branch raised 
around £21,800. 

Mrs Beebee, aged 76, serves in the 
legion with her husband Donovan, the 
same age, a former railway signalman 
who completed two years’ National 
Service in the RAF as a leading air¬ 
craftsman at the Central Flying School 
Legion secretary Mark Keeling and appeal organiser Isobel Beebee in Little Rissington. 



Homes remain 
empty despite 
those waiting 

HUNDREDS of homes are standing 
empty while thousands of families 
are stuck on waiting lists, according 
to the latest figures. 

More than 31,000 people are 
waiting for homes - but over 1,000 
are not being used. However, the 
number of empty properties has 
more than halved in the last two 
years - from 2,500 in 2011 - and 
bosses insist progress is being made. 

Sandwell Housing has 7,191 on 
the waiting list - with 37 empty 
homes. 

Some 4,503 are on the waiting list 
with Walsall Housing Group, with 
186 homes standing vacant. 

Sarah Johnson, Tenancy Services 
Manager at WHG, said: “The 
number of empty properties we cur¬ 
rently have has fallen by more than 
half compared to this time last year. 
This reflects our efforts to turn 
around empty properties as quickly 
as possible and this continues to be 
our number one priority.” 

In Wolverhampton there are 
12,116 on the housing register, com¬ 
pared to 13,085 at the same point 
two years ago. There are 336 empty 
homes in the city. Of those, 178 are 
available to let and 158 are not avail¬ 
able, due to major works or mod¬ 
ernisation. 



SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE* 

^ OPENING TIMES: Monday - Saturday lOam - 6pm y Sunday lOam - 4pm " 

PRICE suit ES & BEDS 

CARPET NOW AVAILABLE 



C/9 


m 







CHAIR OF THE WEEK 
Swivel Chairs from £199 limited 
stock various colours available 


From £149 



LEATHER 

RECLINER SUITES 
BEING CLEARED 
FROM STOCK 



OAR RETS 
NOW 

AVAILABLE 

with 

Free Fitting 
Terms and 
conditions apply 



4ft 6in 
ROLL 
UR 

MEMORY 

FOAM 

MATTRESS 

£199 




Tel: 01215445155 


HUGE SELECTION OF MATTRESSES IN STOCK 
-m FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY From Only £39 

i BEDS 

O I <rv J kz> u r" v" 



www.megadiscountfurniture.co.uk 

SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE 
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HAW'KEVE electricals 


• CCTV • Intruder 

Cameras Alarms 
& Recorders . S py Gadgets 

• ire Alarms 


• Lights 

• Debugging 
Services 


42 Great Bridge Street, 
West Bromwich B70 OBN 

0121 533 9660 www.hawkeyeelectricals.co.uk 



WE SUPPLY (MIL 
TYPES OF FENCING 
& SLABBING - 


iffi&i&CZfer 0800 955 3865* 



VW Spec^ICA Car UMfunic 

CL 


DaglMia 0020 

Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, Greets 
Green, West Bromwich BIO 9EN 


BOOTH STREET 
ACCIDENT REPAIRS 


LIQUOR 

STORE 


Services & Offers 

• Car Body Repairs 

• MOT Work and Servicing 

• Computerised Diagnostics 
(For wide range of vehicles) 

• Welding • Jig Work 

• Batteries and Exhausts 




Specialist 
Off Licence 

Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 


334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB I 330 POUND ROAD 

S 0121-552 3270 OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 8NQ 

. National Lottery available at this store \ 3 0121-544 2719 

M/INY OFFERS fIM STOFfE 

All major credit cards accepted 


DUDLEY ROAD 

TriMS 

i Part worn and new tyres at low prices! - 

141 Dudley Road East B69 3DU 

Tel: 0121 544 9386 


SHAFS MOT AND 
SERVICE CENTRE 


Pennington Insurance 
Brokers Ltd. 

tom Alt YOU* WSUAANCt HtlOS 

M0n» - HOMl - T71AVYI - COMMCaCML 

COVER TAILOR MADE FOR YOU. 

TEL: 0121 557 6728 

Fmal: P^nlnftonJjPbtfonnFrt.rom 
k iim raw 


YEW TREE PUB 


166 Oldbury Road 
Smethwick 
B66 1ND 

tel 0121 439 0727 


5 . We bb & Son Ltd . 

An Independent Family Firm Since 1894 



• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
• Floral Tributes Available • Horse Drawn Carriage Specialists 

The Directors of Sidney Webb would like it to be known that 
they have no connection with George Webbs of West Bromwich 


17 Upper High Street, WednesburyWS 10 7HQ 
St James House, Hill Top West Bromwich B70 OPU 
• Church Street DarlastonWSlO 8DU 


0121 556 0056 


Covers /III /lreels 


CHOLMONDELEY CASTLE 
GARDENS CHESHIRE 

Gardens open April to September 

tel-01829 720383 

www.cholmondeleycastle.com 

Cholmondeley Castle, 
Malpass,Cheshire,SY14 8AH 


HAWNE FARM 
BUTCHERS 


Here at Hawne Farm Butchers we pride ourselves on 
quality and service giving our customers what they ask for. 

• Home made sausage different varieties 
Home made faggots 



All our 
products are 
UK sourced 


• Home cooked hams & beef 
•Fresh bread daily 


6 Stanley Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B68 ODY 

Tel 0121 421 5468 


cm 

ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS 


open to the trade 
and public 

•CCTV EQUIPMENT 
•LAMPS AND TUBES 
•CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 
•DOMESTIC LIGHTING 
•HOUSE AND FIRE ALARMS 

0121 525 6065 

25-27 Bull Street Ringway 
West Bromwich, B70 6EU 


Talk n Talk Mobiles 

BtepatrCmre m ,, 


★ All phone 
screens repaired 

★ Fast and 
efficient service 

★ Same day 
service 

★ In-store repair 
centre 

We also buy and sell 
new and used mobile 
phones and unlock most 
makes and models 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton, DY4 7AY 
Telephone 07825414759 



STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 



Electrical 

•0*9fT*Hl Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 
Telephone 0121 505 6108 

Open Monday-Saturday 

9.00am-6.30pm I I L—— 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


mnd Ro&fing 


Specialise in 

gutter cleaning and Repairs 
Search for us online to see 
our customer’s reviews ^ 


077544 81530 
give us a cal I 



All Premiership Gaines Shown Live 

10% Discount 
on Collection 

free Bottle of House Wine 

The Fiery 
Grill & Curry 

aftfc« fiery Ikke Nk 

T: 01902 497 236 

Great Bridge Rd, Bilston WV14 8NG 

The Fiery Grill & Curry 
at the fiery Holes Pub 

Cat in or Takroot 

Kitchen Opening Times 

Sun: 4pm-10.30pm 



• All Commercial 
& Residential 
Locksmith work 
undertaken 

• Competitive Rates 
& Prices 


• Key Cutting 
Service 

• Extensive range 
of Locks, 
Security 

& Hardware 


Free Security Surveys 


STAFFOJRDSHIR1 


DUIL 

PR UaWDSCAPIWG AMD 

»■ mviRIIIG MATERIALS 

uiiuw.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk 


CHRO 
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HEATING & PLUMBING WHOLESALERS 


Open to the trade 
and public 

* BOILERS 
* RADIATORS 

* COPPER PIPE AND FITTINGS 
r SPEEDFIT PIPE AND FITTINGS 
* BATH SUITES 

0121 553 7418 

1A OVEREND STREET 
WEST BROMWICH 
B70 6EY 


IV 


MOMS® 


• IjifcflflUdunMilHnil • Sja-aBip 


64 High Street | West Bromwich, West Midlands | B70 6JT 

Tel/Fax: 0121553 4116 


FUNCTION ROOM HIRE 


• Private Parties • Weddings • Funerals 

• Engagements • Birthdays (no 18th Parties) 

TIPTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 

0121 5574136 

www.tiptonsportsandsocial.co.uk 


FOR THE BEST DEALS AROUND. 
SUITES, BEDS, MATTRESSES, STATUES, 
CARPETS, WARDROBES. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


33 Birmingham Street, 
dburyTown Centre B694I 

0121 544 4449 




GRANITE WORKTOPS 
& VANITY TOPS AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
FULLTEMPLATEr 
SUPPLY AND FITTING 
SERVICE, FULLY 
SKILLED CRAFTSMEN 
WITH OVER 40 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. 



HOMEFLAIR FURNITURE 

Have an ever extending range of chairs, dining sets, sofas, 
bedroom furniture, bookcases, storage beds - available in single, 
double and kingsize with a wide selection of mattresses. 

Also in stock loads of occasional furniture, ornaments, 
candles, rugs, vases, lamps, tv stands and giftware. 









HJUjlUWuUIIXS 


61-62 UNION STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7HB 0121 505 3131 
OPEN 9 AM-5 PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY I 



5 . We bb & Son 

An Independent Family Firm Sii 


Ltd. 

ce 1894 


• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
• Floral Tributes Available • Florse Drawn Carriage Specialists 

The Directors of Sidney Webb would like it to be known that 
they have no connection with George Webbs of West Bromwich 


17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
St James House, Hill Top West Bromwich B70 OPU 
• Church Street Darlaston WS10 8DU 


0121 556 0056 


Cavers All Areas 


Opening Times: Monday-Friday 8 am-5.30 pm, Saturday 8 am-12 noon 

SANDWELL DIESEL 

▲ ▲ I fc om merci a|s 


Talk n Talk Mobiles 

I //// & Repair Centre v \ \ \ \\ 

81 treat Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AYI Tel: 07825 414759 


ALL MAKES, SERVICING & 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
PETROL AND DIESEL ^— 


Tel/Fax: 0121 502 5922 
Mob: 07831 394973 
Em s.d-l@tiscali.co.uk 


MoT’s front' 

£30 

Jl 0 retest fee/ 


INS PI RATIONAL 

FIRES 8. FIREPLACES 

Be Inspired 

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 10 am-6 pm * \ 

Showroom: 

404-406 Bearwood Road. Bearwood B66 4EX 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


vMINI/MIDIj 
SKIPS^ 

(0121K520 3388 
07721 387990 



I cm nr rtf) www.granite-worktopsltd.ee 

| U I & I DUX UD?'d info@granite-worktopsltd. 


Tel: 0121 557 7222 


LjtO 


Great deals on bespoke 
furniture all year round 

Home Selections 

Beds • Garden Furniture • Worktops 
Dining furniture • Kitchens & Appliances 

Web: www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 
Email: homeselections@hotmail.co.uk 


CTS AUTOS 


NEW CROWN GARAGE 

Mot specialist in cars and bikes 

FREEPHONE 

^0800 298 3549 



Bilport Lane , Holloway Bank, Tel: 0121 556 2500 
K e 0 NT ry Tel: 0121 505 2882 


f 


Village Blinds 

and textiles 

Vertical Roller Venetian Wooden Roman 
All at Amazingly Low Prices 

Tel: 07528 818017 07903 324525 

Villageblinds@gmail.com www.villageblindsandtextiles.com 

Visit our showroom 






?> f 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

www.cottons.co.uk 


% 




I CjOii llfQrtr & JL 

m 


Mobile 

Linka 

31A Birmingham Street 
Oldbury, B694DY 

01215446006 

Specialists in 

Pay As You Go, 

1 unlocking, 
repairs, 
accessories 

®3&57DEt2Z7 

Mi 

liMssatesG 


•All Fence Types Supplied oi 
•All Work Insured 
• No Obligation Quotes 
•All Areas Covered 
•Established 25 years 
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Multi-million pound West Brom HQ work 
gets underway to accommodate 700 staff 


WORK has begun on the multi-million 
pound new HQ for building society 
The West Brom in its home town, it 
has emerged. 

Construction has started on the develop¬ 
ment at Providence Place, next to the BT 
regional business centre off the A41 island 
in West Bromwich. 

The start of work was celebrated with a tradi¬ 
tional sod-cutting ceremony attended by the 
society’s Chief Executive Jonathan Westhoff, 
Sandwell Council’s deputy leader Councillor 
Mahboob Hussain, and Adrian Kenny, contracts 
manager for Thomas Vale Construction, the 


Report by Simon Stone 


project’s main contractor. Together they turned the 
first turf on the development site, close to the 
£200m flagship New Square shopping precinct. 

The 70,000 sq ft building is due for completion in 
spring 2015 and will accommodate up to 700 staff 
over the five-storey complex. 

Mr Westhoff said: “It is tremendously exciting to 
see all the plans for this project come to fruition and 
work finally commence on our new premises in the 
town that has been the society’s home since its 
foundation in 1849. With a first class design and 
development team in place, and the continued 


support of Sandwell Council, we can look forward 
to delivering high quality workspace for our col¬ 
leagues which is befitting of our position as the 
region’s largest independent building society.” 

Councillor Hussain added: “This is another 
exciting development which will play a huge part in 
the regeneration of West Bromwich town area and 
we were pleased that The West Bromwich decided 
to stay in the town. I was pleased to be at the cere¬ 
mony which triggers the construction of this land¬ 
mark building which along with the extensive 
redevelopment of the shopping area will make the 
town a very viable town centre area.” 

The society has been based in West Bromwich 
town centre since 1849. 




OPEN EVENTS 

Each Monday Afternoon / Early Evening 

Call or email to book your place 01922 621951 Ext 321 
or enquiries@walsallstudioschool.co.uk 


BUSINESS ENTERPRISE 
MUSIC AND MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
PERFORMING ARTS^ £ 

LIVE EVENTS CREATI VE AND MED IA 
I: I COACHING ' 

WEEKLY WORK PLACEMENTS 


GCSES, BTEC QUALIFICATIONS 
AND MORE... 


;♦ % 


WALSALL 

STUDIO 

SCHOOL 

TRANS FO R MIN□ 
YD U R FUTURE. . . 


IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 


\ Queen Mary's 
•• / Grammar School 


Follow us on: 

O @walsallstudio 


t. 01922 621951 

Find us on: 

f walsallstudioschool 


Yl0, Yl I & SIXTH FORM 
www.walsallstudioschool.co.uk 

Walsall Studio School, 

The Goldmine Centre, 

14a Lower Hall Lane, Walsall, 

West Midlands WSI I RL. 


Watson in 
call to ban 
openings 
of bookies 

COUNCILS must be given powers to ban 
betting shops from opening in town centres, 
MP Tom Watson has said. 

Mr Watson, who represents West Bromwich East, 
is hoping to get cross-party support for his call 
because the Liberal Democrats adopted a similar 
policy at their party conference. 

In a motion laid down in Parliament, Mr Watson says he 
wants planning laws changed to allow councils to put in 
restrictions. 

Currently, betting shops are classed in the same category 
as banks and building societies, meaning that in some cases 
they can be opened without planning consent for a change 
of use. 

Mr Watson is calling on the Government to place betting 
shops in a new separate planning use class, allowing local 
authority planning committees to control them and to 
amend the Gambling Act to allow council licensing commit¬ 
tees to take into account the ‘cumulative impact of a prolif¬ 
eration of gambling activities when considering 
applications’. 

He has also been campaigning against fixed-odds betting 
terminals, which critics have dubbed the ‘crack cocaine of 
gambling’ because they allow people to lose enormous sums 
of money on high-speed casino games such as roulette. 

Menace 

Sources in the Labour party have indicated that opposi¬ 
tion leader Ed Miliband is likely to adopt Mr Watson’s 
stance even though a vote taken in Parliament at the start 
of the month saw calls to restrict the amount that can be 
gambled rejected by MPs. 

Mr Watson said: “This motion offers another solution by 
giving powers to local authorities to deal with the menance 
of fixed-odds betting terminals. 

“A similar policy was adopted by the Lib Dems at a recent 
conference and I hope they will feel they can support it.” 

Betting shops are springing up in high streets all over the 
West Midlands. 

Most of the revenue from betting shops on high streets 
now comes from high stakes gambling machines rather 
than from betting on horses or dogs. 

According to Mr Watson’s motion, the Government’s own 
review of high streets, led by TV retail guru Mary Portas, 
has described gaming outlets as a ‘blight’ on the high street, 
creating ‘unsightly’ gambling clusters. 

Chiefs hail flats' 
fire safety move 

A WEEK-LONG campaign to give residents of tower blocks 
fire safety awareness training was hailed a success by 
housing chiefs. 

Sandwell Council joined forces with West Midlands Fire 
Service and Riverside Housing to raise fire safety awareness 
during the campaign among tenants and leaseholders who 
live in the borough’s 55 high-rise blocks. 

More than 3,000 residents received a copy of ‘Fire safety 
for your high-rise flat’. The booklet passed on advice so 
householders know how to prevent fires, regularly test fire 
alarms and report any fire hazards to the council immedi¬ 
ately. There were also drop-in sessions in community rooms 
for residents to talk through safety concerns. 

Nearly 600 tenants were also given fire safety advice, 250 
fire safety checks were carried out to tenants’ properties 
and a further 200 fire safety checks were booked by tenants. 

Councillor Mahboob Hussain, cabinet member for town 
and neighbourhood services, said: “As the borough’s largest 
landlord, we want to ensure that all our tenants and lease¬ 
holders who live in high-rise blocks are as safe as they can 
be from the dangers of smoke and fire.” 
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Oh yes it is a big panto 
surprise for youngsters 


TEACHERS at a primary school staged an 
elaborate ruse - rehearsing for a surprise 
panto performance in secret when they 
were telling children they had staff meet¬ 
ings. 

The show went on at Timbertree Prim¬ 
ary School, Cradley Heath. Governors, 
some of them councillors, even got in in on 
the act - all to the shock of pupils in the 
audience. 

Headteacher Hayley Walker said the 
staff managed to fit in six practice sessions 
before the big event - but admitted there 
was still ‘a fair bit of ad-libbing’. Mrs 
Walker was one of the ugly sisters alongside 
her deputy Mrs Janine Sargent. 

Mrs Walker said: “The children loved it. 


When we came in there was a few minutes 
then we could hear whispering as they were 
saying that’s Mrs Walker; that’s Mrs 
Sargent. It went brilliantly well.” 

Councillors Ann Shackleton and John 
Tipper, both school governors, also joined in 
the fun as the fairy godmother and Baron 
Hard-up respectively. Mrs Walker added: 
“The fairy godmother was great because 
Ann is the chair of governors and looks after 
us all. John would say he was perfect for the 
role because as a councillor, he’d say the 
council’s always hard-up.” Year 4 teacher 
Ian Brennan played Prince Leroy of Tim¬ 
bertree, normally known as Prince Charm¬ 
ing, while Year 6 teacher Emma Smith 
secured the leading role of Cinderella. 



All change for loos 
in latest schemes 

TWO disused toilet blocks, including one historic 
19th century building which became a hotspot for 
anti-social behaviour, are to be brought back into 
use for local businesses. 

The Shambles, a listed toilet block in Wednes¬ 
bury, and a block on Albert Street in Oldbury are 
both set for a revamp after planning bosses gave 
the go-ahead for proposals. 

And an application as now been submitted for a 
third disused public convenience, this time on Jer- 
voise Street in West Bromwich. 

The approved applications, all of which have 
been submitted by the same consortium, will see 
the Albert Street block being initially converted 
into a taxi booking office, while The Shambles will 
be free to rent for a retail business or office space. 

Wednesbury ward Councillor Elaine Costigan 
and other members of community organisation 
Wednesbury Celebrates had expressed an interest 
in turning the block into a community hub and 
gallery, and said she would now approach the 
owners to enquire about its availability. 


Lead worth 
£70k stolen 
from roofs 
of schools 

MORE than £70,000 worth of lead has been 
stolen from the roofs of schools in the Black 
Country in the last two years. 

A total of 20 primary and secondary schools were 
targeted by criminals from October 2011 to October 
2013. The worst-hit school was Bantock Primary in 
Aston Street, Penn Fields, with more than £28,000 
worth of lead stolen at one time. 


Report by 
Simon Stone 


Wolverhampton City 

Council’s assistant director 
for education and enter¬ 
prise, said: “Disgraceful 
thefts of this nature are 
upsetting and can cause 
huge disruption for schools. 

“All schools have intruder 
alarms and secure bound¬ 
aries. We always encourage 
schools to take appropriate 
security measures and be 
wary of vulnerable areas 
within buildings. We urge 
anyone who has information 
on such incidents to contact 
West Midlands Police” 

In Sandwell there were 
nine insurance claims for 
eight schools that had been 
affected by lead thefts 
totalling £8,400. 

In Walsall five schools suf¬ 
fered damage costing 
£6,587. In one incident, 
thieves gained access to the 
roof of a school and lifted 
coping stones to steal the 
lead causing £2,650 worth of 
damage. 

Both councils refused to 
give details of which schools 
had been targeted. 

MR leads group’s 
payday loans call 

PAYDAY lenders should be banned from advertising on chil¬ 
dren’s television to stop young people being bombarded by 
messages that getting money through short-term loans is 
‘fun’ and ‘easy’, MPs have urged. 

The Business, Innovation and Skills Committee recom¬ 
mended pulling the plug on the adverts after hearing fears 
that the next generation is being ‘groomed’ towards bor¬ 
rowing. Evidence suggests that the average child aged 
between four and 15 was exposed to 70 payday loan adverts 
in a year, it said. 

The committee, chaired by West Bromwich MP Adrian 
Bailey, also included tackling nuisance emails and texts to 
people who are ‘at their lowest ebb’ with offers of expensive 
loans, forcing lenders to contribute cash towards debt 
advice and making them improve the way they share infor¬ 
mation with each other to prevent struggling borrowers 
from taking on multiple debts. 

Mr Bailey said: “Vulnerable people at their lowest ebb 
should not be bombarded by texts and telephone calls offer¬ 
ing high-cost loans.” 

The estimated size of the payday loan sector has doubled 
over a five-year period to be worth around £2.2 billion. 


The figures released 
under the Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act, show that 
£78,512 worth of lead was 
stripped from the roofs in 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 
and Sandwell. 

The city of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton was the worst hit with 
more than £60,000 worth of 
lead flashing being torn off 
in raids. 

Repairs 

Loxdale Primary School 
in Bilston suffered damage 
costing £12,614, while St 
Andrew’s CE Primary 
School in Whitmore Reans 
needed repairs worth 
£ 8 , 201 . 

Broadmeadow Nursery in 
Landsdowne Road suffered 
damage causing more than 
£4,000 and St Peter’s Colle¬ 
giate in Compton Park and 
Manor Primary School in 
Coseley, had to fork out for 
damage costing more than 
£ 6 , 000 . 

Elston Hall Primary 
School and Corpus Christi 
Catholic Primary School in 
Ashmore Park both suffered 
more than £1,000 worth of 
damage each. 

James McElligott, 


HOMEFLAIR FURNITURE 



HD® (TEES 

WHY PAY 


10% off 


cil UGoriOnawSolftshanles 


most sofa sets instore 


and Gnarisma Bedroom 


iurmture 





PORTOBELLO CORD 

WITH SNAKE EFFECT TRIM LEFT-, 
HANDED OR 
RIGHT-HANDED 
CORNERS 
OR IN 3+2 SEATER 
SUITES 


End 


online 
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50% off 


certain 
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DINO 3+2 

AVAILABLE IN BROWN OR GREY 
CHUNKY CORD WITH 
SNAKESKIN EFFECT 


NORMAUUYa 


£699 


NOW 



OPEN 9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

61-62 Union Street, Wednesbury WSIO 7HB 
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Cosworth stud feeds have been a family run business 
established for 12 years this January 2014. We are 
pleased to announce that we are increasing Business 
growth monthly. We are open 7 days a week and we 
supply 44 trade shops and general public across the 
Midlands . 

We supply chicken feed, pigeon feed, horse feed, 
dog food and many other products . Feel free to pop 
in for a browse around and check out our products. 
We offer quality feed at outstanding value. We are the 
cheapest supplier in the country for pigeon feed. We 
now produce on site our own range of bird feed. New 
machinery will be fully installed for February 2014 so 
that we can manufacture more quality produce on site. 
We have recently opened a stall on Bescot Market 
Walsall Football Club every Sunday where we offer a 
range of quality products. 



Unit 4 & 5 Perry Street, Wednesbury, WS10 OAZ 

Tel: 0121 5561497 



Based inside Pets at Home on the Oldbury Green Retail 
Park, we offer a professional and friendly service with 
a personal touch, enabling clients to see the same vet 
upon request and free of charge nurse clinics. 

Open 7 days a week and with no weekend surcharge, 
our prices are highly competitive. We offer continual 
discounted rates for NHS, emergency services and 
armed forces employees along with the Over 60’s and 
Pets at Home VIP members. 

We have extensive parking facilities and modern 
equipment with 3 consulting rooms, digital X-ray 
machine, fully equipped operating theatre for routine, 
emergency and orthopaedic procedures, in-house 
laboratory and a hospital ward. 

To book an appointment with one of our 3 vets, Monish, 
Vassilis or Leo, please call 0121 270 2282, visit our 
website at www.companioncare.co.uk/oldbury or find 
us on facebook. 



Inside Pets At Home, Unit 6 Oldbury Green Ret Park, 
Oldbury Ringway, Oldbury, B69 3DD. Tel: 0121 270 2282 


Supplying & fitting huge names such as 
Dimplex, Flavel, Valour and many more, 
Jubilee Fireplaces advise clients to call in to 
their recently refurbished showroom to see 
the wide range of stock available. 

Based in Princes End High Street, next to 
Farmfoods, Jubilee offer free car parking 
facilities and a warm welcome to its customers. 
They have over a hundred fireplaces on 
display including wood, marble & limestone, 
along with the latest trend in solid fuel stoves. 
Customers will also have the peace of mind 
that all of its fitters are gas safe registered. 
www.jubileefires. co. uk 



High Street, Prices End, Tipton, DY4 9JF. 

Tel: 0121 557 3111 



All Wash Appliance Centre have been 
based in Great Bridge Street for over 
15 months and offer incredible value on 
all household appliances. Open 7 days a 
week and with ample car parking we also 
offer a repair service on site for washing 
machines and dryers. 

There are fantastic bargains to be had at All 
Wash Appliance including Fridge freezers 
from £85, washing machines from £85 and 
Gas Safe Cookers from £85. We also stock 
kettles, microwaves, toasters, hoovers 
and electric fires. 


175 Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 ODJ 

Tel: 0121 520 3376 




Having recently recruited an award-winning 
chef, you can now enjoy restaurant quality 
indian-cuisine at pub prices here at The New 
Talbot. 

We are a family run pub in West Bromwich with 
a reputation of having a great atmosphere, 
good beer and tasty food. 

With tempting choices & unbeatable value, we 
are confident you and your family will enjoy a 
great evening out coupled with great food. 

We can also cater for larger groups and 
parties. 



Black Lake, West Bromwich, B70 OPR. 

Tel: 0121 525 1958 


10% OFF is the offer from Jade 
Crystal for parties of 10 or more 
for the start of the New Year. 

The restaurant in Dudley Street serves up 
authentic Chinese dishes from starters, main 
courses, and scrumptious puddings, with an 
ice cream machine for the young and old. 
Owner Jenny Jiang says she feels it is 
important to get the message out to the people 
of West Bromwich that good food is available 
and does not have to cost a fortune, with 
both families and businesses able to indulge 
in the eat as much as you like buffet with no 
constraints or worries. 
www.jade-crystal. co. uk 



Unit 2, 41 Dudley Street, West Bromwich, B70 9RL. 

Tel: 0121 500 5128/07930 103311 


The Stores Bar and Grill has recently been 
refurbished and is now a very welcoming family 
friendly pub, offering both English and Indian food 
7 days a week. The stores offers a comfortable 
surroundings along with six screens showing all 
live events from Premier League Football to FI 
Racing. 

The refurbished bar probably offers the largest 
selection of drinks in the area and has to be seen 
to be believed! 

A visit to the stores is a must, even if it is only 
to sample the all day breakfast. The stores also 
have the ability to lay on beautiful buffets for 
office meetings or leaving celebrations. 

As an added extra they even run a 
“HAPPY HOUR” FROM 4PM-6PM 
Monday to Fridays. 




Flora Fabrications are based in West Bromwich 
and supply to trade and public across the 
West Midlands. They are a steel and timber 
merchants and their unique selling points 
are they cut RSJ to size, make bespoke gate 
and railings as well as offering a fabrication 
service. 

They have built a fantastic reputation due 
to the quickness manufacturing products, 
honest, friendly and reliable service. If all this 
wasn’t enough Flora Fabrications also deliver. 


IthWlUt 4F 

mniL urn 


Flora 

FABRICATIONS l TD 




Park Street, Oldbury, B69 4LE. 

Tel: 0121 5522556 


64 High Street, West Bromwich, B70 6JT. 

Tel: 0121 553 4116 
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Age UK Sand well Day Centre offers activities 
for older people aged 50+ who want to 
socialise and meet new people. If you have 
difficulty getting around this is no problem as 
we can offer a transport service collecting you 
from home and delivering you safely to your 
door afterwards. 

• Breakfast/Home cooked lunch 

• Physical activities e.g. chair based exercise 

• Quizzes and other group games 

• Drop in or full day care sessions 

• Transport may be available 
Open Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Call 0121 525 2499 for details 
*charges apply 




Curry N Grill House in Stone Cross, West 
Bromwich are a family friendly Indian Bar, 
Restaurant & Takeaway. 

With a fully refurbished open plan kitchen, Curry 
N Grill offer a wide variety of Indian Cuisine. 
Ideally Situated between the junctions for both 
the M5 and M6 motorway, Curry N Grill is an 
ideal stop off for either a night out or why not 
order a takeaway after a hard day. (Free delivery 
available within a 3 mile radius on orders over 
£ 10 ). 

All meals are freshly cooked straight from the 
pan to the plate and we always have special 
offers ongoing. 

info@curryngrillhouse. co. uk 
www. curryngrillhouse. co. uk 



Age UK Day Care, la Beeches Road, West Bromwich, B70 6QE L 178 Walsall Road, West Bromwich, B71 3LH 

Tel: 0121 525 2499 Tel: 0121 588 5755 


Special Spices is a family friendly bar, restaurant and 
takeaway in Great Barr. We invite you to visit us and get 
to know our high-quality Indian cuisine, refreshing drinks 
selection from the bar and enjoy live sports on one of the 
many huge flat screens TV’s we have displayed or Takeaway 
Special Spices prepares cuisine to the highest standards. 
We serve beautiful Indian cuisine dishes alongside our 
extensive bar. Our restaurant can cater for 100 covers so 
parties and private functions are easily catered for. Special 
Spices is a venue for you and your family to come and have 
fun, enjoy yourself and simply relax 
Special Spices have one the best bar areas around! We 
have a huge selection of lagers, beers, wines and spirits 
for you to enjoy whilst you’re watching some live sport or 
maybe just enjoying a pre meal drink. 

Great drinks at good value! 

We also have a takeaway service ask for 
details or a menu to take home 
www.special-spices.co.uk 



270 Newton Road, Great Barr, Birmingham, B43 6QU 

Tel: 0121 357 9666 



New Strollers Bar @ Yew Tree 

This family run pub offers everything you need 
from a quiet drink with the missus, to a bustling 
night out with friends and family. Entertainment is 
on most fridays and we offer a free function room 
for your special occasions. We will even cater 
for you, our kitchen is run by Mr. Cheese (don’t 
ask!!!). We have our grill nights on Thursdays, 
food is available six nights a week and we offer 
plenty of choices. 

Why not join one of our teams? 

Or start your own team - we will pay the league fees. 

We serve a good range of guest ales, but be sure 
to get in early otherwise Bob and Rocket Ron will 
drink it all. 

For any enquiries call - 0121 439 8311 


The Yew Tree Public House, Albion 



, West Bromwich, B70 8QX 


Tel: 0121 439 8311 


Village Blinds and Textiles is a family run 
business with over 20 years experience in the 
blind and curtains industry. We specialise in 
vertical, roller, Venetian, wooden and roman 
blinds. We also offer a range of net curtains 
made to measure. Free quotations are 
available and a full measuring service to your 
home. We have a showroom where you will be 
made welcome to browse and select from a 
wide range of blinds and curtains on display. 
Our friendly staff are always available to offer 
advice, so come along and meet the team at 
Village Blinds - 

You will not be disappointed with 
our quality and service. 




1-2 High Street, Langley, Oldbury, B69 4SN 

Tel: 07528 818017 


Oakwood Lodge Park is set high above the 
beautiful Elan Valley with stunning views from all 
the lodges towards the lakes and dams. Located 
just outside the old market town of Rhayader 
within a 20 acre park offering a quiet and relaxing 
atmosphere in which to enjoy the varied wildlife. 
All the lodges are centrally heated and suitable 
for all year round holidays. Why not join us for a 
winter or early spring break. Choose one of our 
Premium Lodges with a Hot Tub and soak away 
the winter blues. 

We welcome guests with their dogs, so bring 
your best friend and enjoy the miles of stunning 
walks, ride the local steam railway, or visit the 
Red Kite feeding station just down the road. 

Call our office or book on line we look forward 
to welcoming you. www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 



Oakwood Lodge Park , Rhayader, Powys, LD6 5NT 

Tel: 01597 811422 


New Crown Garage Has Been Servicing The 
Community Since 1974. Kevin Took Over 
in 1999 Having Refurbished the Old Style 
Garage Into A Modern Day Work Shop . Now 
A Mot Test Centre Which Includes Class 1 & 2 
(Scooters & Motorbikes) Class 4 (Motor Cars 
& Light Commercial) Diagnostics, Servicing , 
Welding , Most Mechanical Work Undertaken. 

✓ FREE quotations on request 

✓ MOT Test Motorbike £25 

✓ MOT Test Motorcar £35 
Call Free on 0800 2983549 
0121 556 2500 or 0121 505 2882 
So talk to our super Garage Team 
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“I recognise people have worked hard for their leisure time. At 
Caltours of Birmingham Ltd. we aim to provide a quality service 
at reasonable prices in order that individuals can enjoy the fruits 
of their labour.” 

David Calver (Director) 
Caltours of Birmingham Ltd. was formed in 2003 by David Calver 
who remains its owner and director. It operated its first day 
excursion in May 2004 and is still going strong. 

As time has gone by the company has stayed faithful to the day 
excursion programme, but has also expanded into running the 
occasional short break holiday. The first holiday took place in 
June 2006 

In addition to providing services for the individual traveller 
Caltours of Birmingham Ltd also provide a range of options 
for groups who wish to travel together. They range from simply 
arranging the travel through to carrying out the full organisation 
of any particular trip. For smaller groups we have schemes which 
allow them to travel as a group and share the coach with others 
in order to keep the cost down. 

Request a copy of our new brochure available late January 



Bilport Lane, Holloway Bank, Wednesbury, WS10 0NT 

Tel: 0121 556 2500 


2 Warrens End, Birmingham, B78 9QD 

Tel: 0121 459 7524 
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What’s On! 


Festive fun 
with Cerys 

Cerys Matthews 
Town Hall, Birmingham 

THERE are two words 
which sum up a Cerys 
Matthews show, great fun. 
The Welsh singer/song¬ 
writer and BBC Radio 6 
presenter rarely stops 
talking, with the exception 
of when she is singing but 
she is such an enthusiastic 
and engaging character. 

She opened the first of 
her two sets on the banjo 
with a Woody Guthrie song, 
Who’s Gonna Shoe Your 
Pretty Little Feet?, 
Matthews’ valley spring 
tones filled the Town Hall 
with a haunting version of 
the tune. 

Most of her songs have a 
lengthy introduction and 
she openly boasted that the 
longest preamble she has 
done to date was at the 
nearby Glee Club, where 
she chatted for 21 minutes 
between songs. 

When she finally got 
around to singing Johnny 
Come Lately, from her 
Catatonia days, there was 
more than a hint of Kate 
Bush about her tones. 

A Welsh language song 
Moliannwn came from her 
HullaBaloo album which is 
totally in Welsh. 

She treated the audience 
to Chardonnay, from her 
Cockahoop album, followed 
by a great version of Jingle 
Bells and a traditional Deck 
The Halls followed by a 
funky version of Ding Dong 
Merrily on High, again with 
the audience brought in to 
provide vocal support. 
_ Danny Farragher 


Gok glitz and giggles too 
in pantomime makeover 


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

MAKING his panto debut in Birmingham, fashion guru Gok Wan should 
be renamed Gok the giggler as he is obviously enjoying his pantomime 
makeover as much as the audience. 

Judging by his vocal performance, a singing career is probably off the 
agenda but for glitz, glamour and celebrity wow factor, not to mention 
outfits that look like they’ve been designed for Ming the Merciless, Gok 
as the Man in the Mirror is most 


definitely on style. 

Dragon 

But he is only part of the ensem¬ 
ble that make Brume spectacular 
panto a surefire hit with lots of 
singing, dancing, slapstick and 
naughty humour - plus a fearsome 
flying dragon that looks more than MuddkT andOddsou 


B Review by Leon Burakowski 

John Partridge who, as Prince 
John, gives 100 per cent in enthusi¬ 
asm and energy. 

This show also boasts two funny¬ 
men with ventriloquist and comic 
Paul Zerline and Brian Conley- 
lookalike Matt Slack as brothers 


capable of wolfing down seven 
dwarves and probably a hobbit too. 

Gook not the only first timer in 
panto land, song and dance man 
Gary Wilmott shows there’s 
nothing like a Dame to raise the fun 
factor. As Nora Crumble, the castle 
cook, he is the focus for some of the 


Or maybe that should be three, 
because Zerline puppet Sam seems 
to have a life of his own, despite a 
technical hitch on press night that 
rubbed a little magic off the 
puppet’s big moment. 

Completing the package is former 
The Colbys and Dynasty star 



Wicked Queen Sadista (Stephanie Beacham) puts a spell on Oddjob (Matt 
Slack) in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at BirminghamHippodrome 


funniest routines and also brings a Stephanie Beacham as a superbly 
tear to the eye with a charming song hissable wicked queen - important 
about motherhood. enough to have Gok as her personal 

As Snow White, Over The style consultant - and the magnifi- 
Rainbow winner Danielle Hope, cent seven themselves. The 
who has now played both Dorothy dwarves are not played by the 
and Epoxide in the West End, is an height-challenged but seven actors 
excellent singer with the kind of in ingenious, hilarious costumes 
smile that lights up a room and is that must leave them with very sore 
dressed just like her animated knees. 

Disney predecessor. All in all, this year’s Hippodrome 

Despite this being her first panto panto is like a Gok makeover - fab- 
too, Miss Hope could hold her own u-lous - and it continues until Feb- 
with showbiz and soap stalwart ruary 2. 



Music from around world 

Magical Christmas Tree Show, Newhampton Folk Club 

IF YOU are bold enough to sing House of the Rising Sun to 
the tune of Little Town of Bethlehem and Rock Around the 
Clock in mediaeval Middle English then, if only for novelty 
value, you are worth listening to. 

The one thing you can say about the trio Chris Parkin¬ 
son, Pete Morton and Emily Sanders, who was standing in 
for the ill Maggie Boyle, is their festive may not be tradi¬ 
tional but it’s damn good entertainment. They opened 
with The Mountain Road and Christmas Eve with Parkin¬ 
son on melodeon, Morton guitar and Sanders on fiddle. 
Right from the off, they had come to have a good time. 

The magical Christmas tree of the title was a rather 
pathetic looking specimen but it was really only there to let 
the audience pick scrolls from the branches which had 
instructions for the group. One such was for music from 
around the world. Parkinson opened with a Moldova tune 
on accordion then Morton took over singing Malaika, 
which means angel in Swahili, and Sanders played a gor¬ 
geous version of Hava Nagila on fiddle. 

Sanders put on clogs to give a traditional dance to the 
tune of Byker Hill. Things turned surreal as Morton picked 
up a tune which started as Greensleeves but moved into 
the Middle Ages version of Rock Around The Clock. You 
have to hear it to really appreciate it. This was the last 
show of 2013 for the folk club but thankfully it will be back 
later this year. DF 


Gok Wan as The Man in the Mirror 


Danielle Hope as Snow White 


PUZZLER PAGE SOLUTIONS 


The puzzle page was not carried for the weeks of 
December 19 and December 26. So that our readers can 
check their answers we have listed below the solutions to 
the puzzle page carried on December 12 (No 251). 


CROSSWORD 


CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Marksmanship; 7 Train; 8 
Chair; 9 Run; 10 Malingers; 11 Accent; 12 Pa¬ 
rade; 15 Martially; 17 Tea; 18 Nudge; 19 Tuber; 
21 Considerable. Down: 1 Maltreatment; 2 Spa; 
3 Annals; 4 Secondary; 5 Irate; 6 Cross-examine; 
7 Tonic; 10 Manliness; 13 Aster; 14 Slated; 16 
Radio; 20 Bar. QUICK - Across: 1 Confidential; 

7 Allow; 8 Blear; 9 Tot; 10 Charlatan; 11 Recent; 
12 Stream; 15 Adjourned; 17 Ass; 18 Drift; 19 
Tacit; 21 Reprehension. Down: 1 Counter¬ 
mands; 2 III; 3 Enwrap; 4 Tabulated; 5 Avert; 6 
Transmission; 7 Antic; 10 Conductor; 13 Exact; 
14 Snatch; 16 Juice; 20 Can. 
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• For this week’s puzzler turn to Page 32 
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Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 


Uujlj Hlarkljpatli 0121 501 5533 

l^nblxt UtiUM & Entertainment Benne • (Carnerg & (8rtU 

Q r mm t Down Thm Rub /// 

JANUARY 

FRIDAY 3RD 

CAROLINE COUPE & DISCO 

SATURDAY 4TH 

|B|ZAJVLRTY 

SUNDAY5TH 

STARMAKERS SUNDAY 
KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT!!! 

MONDAY 6TH 

THE QUEST FUN QUIZ & 

KARAOKE SHOW III 

TUESDAY 7TH 

PREDATORS TUESDAY 
NIGHT KARAOKE 

WEDNESDAY 8TH 
SCOTT BENCH TAYLOR 
THURSDAY 9TH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

lllle serve until 1am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, - 
1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 

Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 
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An exciting show for children and 
their families! Aimed at 3-6 year 
olds, with all other family members 
welcome too. 


Once upon 

bookstar, 

Time has stopped - can Ameera tell 
enough stories to make the clocks 
work again and get back home? 

Wednesday 29th January 2014 3.30pm 
Cape Hill and Windmill, Children's Centre 
0121 555 6756 

Thursday 30th January 2014 3.30pm 
Tipton Library 0121 557 1796 
Friday 31st January 2014 3.30pm 
Smethwick Library 0121 558 0497 
ALL SHOWS START AT 4PM 


The show includes elements of Urdu, 
Panjabi, Somali and Bengali language. 
Refreshments provided. 
Booking is required. 


\t~\ A 


AJUS COUNCIL 


www.bookstart.org.uk/onceuponatime QOoKtrilSt 

© Story written by Irfan Master, adapted for stage by Booktrust Inspiring a love of books 


& 


-THE- 


VIN E a 


1R2 Roebuck Street, West Brorowick 
Wert Midland*, BW RRD 
(C) 0121 RR3 ££££ 

_ www.ihevinejco.uk 
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What’s On! 

(SATURDAY’S TV 4.01.14 

Listings supplied by Press Association j 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Catherine Tate 


Catherine Tate’s Nan 
BBC1, 9.30pm 

It’s been a while since we 
saw Catherine Tate heading 
up her own series. Not that 
she hasn’t been busy; in 
recent years she’s had a 
stint as a Doctor Who 
companion, been a regular 
in the American version of 
The Office and starred 
alongside David Walliams 
in Big School. But now 
she’s about to resurrect 
one of the comedy 
characters who helped to 
make her name - Joanie 
Taylor, better known as 
Nan. Her grandson Jamie is 
in Africa, so to lend her a 
hand she’s got a new 
friend, Alice, who doesn’t 
know what she’s letting 
herself in for... 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. 
(R) 12.00 Football Focus. 12.45 
Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

I. 15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.45 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.30 
Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the 
opening day of the tournament. 

4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Frozen 
Planet. (R) 

6.10 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Celebrity Mastermind. With 
Hal Cruttenden, Clare 
Perkins, Sophie Hosking and 
Huw Stephens. 

7.00 Pointless Celebrities. 
Featuring actors from 
Grange Hill, Waterloo Road 
and The Demon Headmaster. 

7.50 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. New series. 
Nick Knowles hosts the 
game show in which two 
pairs of strangers compete 
by listing as much as they 
know about given subjects. 
Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

8.40 Casualty. Fletch witnesses 
an explosion at a bar and 
realises the man who 
accused him of assault is 
trapped inside the building. 

9.30 Catherine Tate’s Nan. The 
character returns in a one-off 
comedy special. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Film: Little Fockers. (2010) 
Premiere. Comedy sequel, 
starring Ben Stiller and 
Robert De Niro; National 
Lottery Update. 

II. 55 Film: Romance & 

Cigarettes. (2005) Musical 
drama, starring James 
Gandolfini. 

1.35 Weatherview. 1.40 BBC News. 


6.05 Film: My Fake Fiance. (2009) 

7.30 Film: Stick It. (2006) 9.10 Life 
on Earth. (R) 10.05 Life on Earth. 
(R) 11.00 Fred Dibnah’s Made in 
Britain. (R) 11.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. (R) 12.00 Paul 
Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 

12.45 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. (R) 1.30 Film: The Horse 
Whisperer. (1998) 4.10 Coast. 4.30 
Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Further coverage 
of the opening day of the 
tournament. 5.30 James May’s Toy 
Stories: The Motorcycle Diary. 
Building a motorbike and sidecar 
entirely out of Meccano. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! Valuing items in 
Malvern, Worcestershire. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Godfrey is 
accused of cowardice. (R) 

8.00 Morecambe & Wise: 

Leading Ladies. Penelope 
Keith presents a compilation 
of highlights from the 
comedy duo’s shows 
featuring appearances by 
female stars of stage and 
screen. (R) 

9.00 Dave Allen: God’s Own 

Comedian. A look at the life, 
career and legacy of the Irish 
comedy writer and 
performer, featuring 
interviews with family and 
friends and rare archive 
material. (R) 

10.00 Dave Allen: The Immaculate 
Selection. Memorable 
routines by the comedian. 

11.00 Dave Allen in Search of the 
English Eccentric. 
Documentary, first shown in 
1974. (R) 

11.55 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Action 
from the opening day at the 
Lakeside Country Club. 

12.45 Darts Extra. 2.45 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.15 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.50 Canimals. (R) 6.55 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.50 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 8.05 Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.30 Victorious. 9.00 Deadtime 
Stories. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Dinner Date. (R) 10.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.35 The Chase. (R) 
12.40 Midsomer Murders. (R) 2.45 
Show Me the Telly. (Ft) 3.45 You’ve 
Been Framed! Featuring golfing 
mishaps. (R) 4.15 Regional 
Programme; Weather.4.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 4.45 Live FA Cup 
Football. Arsenal v Tottenham 
Hotspur (Kick-off 5.15pm). 
Coverage of the third-round 
encounter at the Emirates Stadium, 
as the north London rivals meet in 
an eye-catching tie. 

7.20 Splash! New series. Vernon 
Kay, Gabby Logan and Tom 
Daley return with the 
celebrity diving contest. 

8.50 Take Me Out. New series. An 
IT consultant, an 
entrepreneur, a daredevil and 
a student take part. 

9.50 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
New series. The host 
subjects another batch of 
celebrity guests to no-holds- 
barred questioning. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Action from the third round, 
with fixtures including 
Arsenal v Tottenham 
Hotspur, Wigan Athletic v 
Milton Keynes Dons and 
Macclesfield Town v 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

12.35 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ladette to 
Lady: Australia. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
Little Wolf’s Book of Badness. (R) 
6.35 Film: Arctic Tale. (2007) 8.00 
The Morning Line. 9.00 The 
American Football Show. 10.00 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 10.30 
How I Met Your Mother. (Ft) 11.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (Ft) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (Ft) 12.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Jamie’s 
Festive Feast. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. 4.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 4.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.35 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Jane 
Welch hosts the final dinner 
party in west London. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Speed with Guy Martin. The 
motorcycle racer takes part 
in four adrenaline-fuelled 
challenges, beginning with 
an attempt to break the 
British record for outright 
speed on a bicycle. (R) 

8.00 New Secrets of the 

Terracotta Warriors - Secret 
History. Recent discoveries 
about China’s Terracotta 
Army, an extraordinary 
collection of ceramic 
sculptures unearthed in 1974 
and dating back more than 
2,000 years. (R) 

9.00 Film: Robin Hood. (2010) 

An archer returning from the 
crusades faces a plot by a 
traitorous knight to aid a 
French conquest of England. 
Adventure, with Russell 
Crowe and Cate Blanchett. 

11.45 Charlie Brooker’s How 

Videogames Changed the 
World. The broadcaster 
delves into the history of the 
games industry. (R) 

1.40 Fresh Meat. (R) 2.25 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 Suburgatory. 

4.50 90210. 5.35 Deal or No Deal. 

(R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Megaforce. 10.35 
Slugterra. 11.00 Jungle Babies: 
Tarsier Tails. (R) 11.30 Celebrity 
Big Brother: Live Launch. (R) 1.25 
Film: Columbo: Try and Catch Me. 
(1977) 3.00 Film: Columbo: A Case 
of Immunity. (1975) 4.25 
Diagnosis Murder. (R) 5.25 
Diagnosis Murder. (R) 

6.20 Mr & Mrs Murder. New 
series. Australian detective 
comedy, starring Shaun 
Micallef and Kat Stewart. 

7.10 CSI: Crime Scene 

Investigation. Two siblings 
confess to a schoolgirl’s 
murder. (R) 

8.00 NCIS. The team tries to 

prove Ziva had nothing to do 
with a political assassination 
carried out by her former 
Mossad partner - but has to 
tackle the case without 
Gibbs’s guidance. (R) 

9.00 NCIS. Against his better 

judgement, Gibbs comes out 
of retirement to help Fornell 
and his daughter by 
reopening the case of an 
escaped convict who is 
putting their lives in danger. 

(R) 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. 

Highlights of the famous 
housemates’ past 24 hours. 
11.00 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit 
on the Psych. New series. 
Psychological analysis of the 
housemates’ behaviour. 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.05 True CSI. 
(R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R)4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 4.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.00 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 

5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Doctor Who: The Ultimate 
Guide 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: Die 
Hard with a Vengeance (1995) 
11.00 Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Nasa - Triumph and Tragedy 
8.00 A Very British Murder with 
Lucy Worsley 9.00 The Bridge 
11.00 Rock ‘n’ Roll Britannia 

ITV2 

3.20 Film: Junior (1994) 5.30 
Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 7.15 
Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 
9.00 Film: The 40 Year Old Virgin 
(2005) 11.20 Film: Bridget Jones: 
The Edge of Reason (2004) 

ITV3 

2.50 Housewife, 49 4.40 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 6.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 11.00 Prime 
Suspect 

ITV4 

3.10 Film: Shootout (1971) 5.05 
Film: The War Wagon (1967) 7.10 
Storage Wars 8.10 Film: Police 
Academy 6: City Under Siege 
(1989) 10.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 
2(1989) 

E4 

4.25 Film: Penelope (2006) 6.10 
Film: Meet Dave (2008) 8.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Waterboy (1998) 10.50 The 
Inbetweeners 11.55 8 Out of 10 
Cats 
Film4 

2.55 Baby’s Day Out (1994) 4.45 
Gambit (1966) 6.55 Employee of 
the Month (2006) Comedy, with 
Dane Cook, Dax Shepard and 
Jessica Simpson. 9.00 Easy A 
(2010) A teenage girl lies about her 
non-existent sexual history, and 
uses the resulting rumours to 
become the talk of the school. Teen 
comedy, with Emma Stone and 
Penn Badgley. 10.50 Troll Hunter 
( 2010 ) 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


* * I first realised / was losing my hearing 
when / was struggling to hear the TV. 

/ now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 




Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 




NOT 

your fault? 



Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
i specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 




BAKERS AUTO'S 


LATE AND EARLY ROVER SPARES 

Diagnostics & Key Fob Programming 
All service work 

All vehicle spares & repairs ys/y 
Jam majorT Services from £75+ parts^i Mail L 
cart’s* < mot and MOT work > 

7 accepted f Recovery and ELV Wanted / service r 


iviui dim iviui worn / delivery 
Recovery and ELV Wanted ( service i 


0121 708 0006 

797 Warwick Road, Tyseley 
Birmingham B11 2EL 

robert-baker@btconnect.com 


. 7*Iu £Tick v; c Dtjmmt?r 

s o i i c i v o a s 


W' HENLEY 

■‘funeral directors 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 



Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Are proud, to announce the opening of our new branch in West Bromwich which as been 
extensively refurbished. We are an Independent family owned and run business who has proudly 
been serving families and the local community for over 100 years with branches at 
West Bromwich, Perry Barr & Handsworth. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 http://www.collyermcbride.co.uk 
24 hour service available 


M & H FIREPLAX 

v^alor 


.3 


^ RETAILER 

n* nit >i.4K 



bhhhi 

OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SDNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite CracUey Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 


ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING 
WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 

Call Mick NOW forano 
obligation quotation 

07525 

208099 


■n 


M.J. Moore 
Building 
Services 

23a Myrtle 
Terrace, Tipton, 
DY40BX 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 



HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 

LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 

E 

*£3 

Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £75.00 plus VATj| 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vj 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil - 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship 
Trusts 


Members of the 











































































Page 30 SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 02 2014 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


What’s On! 

i ! 

■ SUNDAY’S TV 5.01.14 




Listings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Dan Snow 

Operation Grand Canyon 
with Dan Snow 
BBC2, 9pm 

For some Karl Pilkington 
types who might not 
embrace the glory of 
nature, the Grand Canyon is 
just a big rocky hole in the 
ground. For others it is one 
of the wonders of the world. 
Given that camera crews 
from around the globe 
spend a chunk of each year 
filming it, there’s little 
wonder we are occasionally 
treated to another HD- 
friendly documentary like 
this. Here, occasional One 
Show reporter Dan Snow 
joins forces with a team of 
scientists and historians to 
emulate explorer John 
Wesley Powell’s 1869 
expedition. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big 
Questions. 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Moving On. (R) 2.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 2.45 Helicopter 
Heroes. 3.15 That Puppet Game 
Show. 4.00 Songs of Praise. 4.35 
Dolphins - Spy in the Pod. (R) 5.35 
BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.00 Countryfile. John Craven 
joins the staff of Killerton 
House in Devon as they 
prepare for the year ahead. 

He also views the home’s 
antique clothing collection 
and presents items from past 
shows. 

7.00 Celebrity Mastermind. With 
Fred MacAulay, Mark 
Billingham, Georgia 
Henshaw and Charles 
Collingwood. 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow. The 

experts gather at the home of 
the Royal Ballet School in 
Richmond Park, London. 
Objects include a longbow 
used in the Second World 
War and a sketch of Dylan 
Thomas’s wife. 

8.30 Sherlock. The brooding 
detective is kept busy as best 
man on John and Mary’s 
wedding day - but it soon 
turns out his duties involve 
stopping a killer who is 
stalking the reception. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Mrs Brown’s Boys New Year 
Special. The doting mother 
gets a new house guest - a 
homeless parrot. (R) 

II. 05 Film: Goodwill Hunting. 

(1997) Drama, with Matt 
Damon. 

1.05 Weatherview. 1.10 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.10 Film: 
Odette. (1950) 8.05 Monty Don’s 
French Gardens. (R) 9.05 
Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Paul 
Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 

12.15 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. (R) 1.00 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. Coverage of 
the second day of the tournament. 
5.00 Ski Sunday. 5.45 Film: Catch 
Me If You Can. (2002) Fact-based 
drama, starring Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Tom Hanks. 

8.00 Nature’s Weirdest Events. 

Chris Packham investigates 
reports of bears turning to a 
life of crime and fish that 
have contrived a way to 
attack birds on land. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 Operation Grand Canyon 
with Dan Snow. The 

presenter joins a team of 
historians and geologists to 
recreate the pioneering 280- 
mile journey undertaken 
around the natural wonder 
by explorer John Wesley 
Powell in 1869. 

10.00 Charlie Brooker’s 2013 

Wipe. A satirical look back at 
the events of the past 12 
months, which included the 
horse-meat scandal, the 
death of Margaret Thatcher 
and the US government 
shutdown. (R) 

11.00 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Action 
from the second day at the 
Lakeside Country Club in 
Frimley Green, featuring 
first-round matches in the 
men’s and ladies’ 
competitions. 

11.50 Darts Extra. The BDO World 
Championships. 

1.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

2.45 Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.15 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.50 Canimals. (R) 6.55 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.50 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 8.05 Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.30 Victorious. 9.00 Deadtime 
Stories. (R) 9.25 FA Cup Football 
Highlights. (R) 10.55 The 
Unforgettable Leonard Rossiter. 

(R) 11.25 I TV News; Weather. 

11.30 Live FA Cup Football. 
Nottingham Forest v West Ham 
United (Kick-off 12.00pm). 2.15 
The Cube. (R) 3.15 Splash! (R) 

4.45 The Celebrity Chase. With 
Sally Lindsay, Shaun Williamson, 
Barry McGuigan and Jenny Frost. 
(R) 5.45 Regional Programme ; 
Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. New series. 
Past contestants get their 
skates back on for the final 
series. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 

With Kimberley Walsh and 
Wayne Sleep. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. New series. A double 
elimination. 

9.00 All New It’ll Be Alright on 
the Night. TV bloopers, with 
Griff Rhys Jones. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Birds of a Feather. ITV’s 
revival of the hit BBC sitcom. 
(R) 

10.45 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Action from today’s third- 
round matches. 

11.45 Premiership Rugby Union. 

Action from the 12th round 
of top-flight fixtures. 

12.40 The Store. 2.40 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. 4.05 Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.30 Film: Barnyard. (2006) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 1.00 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 1.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 3.30 Film: Edward 
Scissorhands. (1990) Tim Burton’s 
fantasy, starring Johnny Depp. 

5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 Deal or No Deal. High- 

stakes game show, with Noel 
Edmonds. 

7.00 Shipping Wars. 

Documentary following 
delivery firms that cater for 
the eBay generation, picking 
up and dropping off a wide 
range of complicated, 
seemingly un-shippable 
loads. 

8.00 Speed with Guy Martin. For 

his second adrenaline-fuelled 
challenge, the racer tries to 
set the world record for 
riding a motorcycle on water, 
with the help of a Cambridge 
professor and marine 
engineers. 

9.00 Film: Bad Teacher. (2011) 
Premiere. A cynical, hard- 
drinking teacher hopes to 
seduce a wealthy substitute, 
making an enemy of a 
squeaky-clean colleague. 
Comedy, starring Cameron 
Diaz and Justin Timberlake. 

10.50 Rude Tube: Welcome to 

2014. Alex Zane welcomes in 
the New Year with 100 
internet clips. (R) 

12.55 Film: Waltz with Bashir. 
(2008) Drama, directed by Ari 
Folman. 2.30 Coming Up. (R) 3.00 
How Not to Get Old. (R) 3.55 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 4.50 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.45 Baking 
Mad with Eric Laniard. (R) 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.40 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 
7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 7.45 
City of Friends. (R) 8.00 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.10 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best 
Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Rupert Bear. (R) 

8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Slugterra. 11.00 Jungle Babies: 
Tarsier Tails. (R) 11.30 Celebrity 
Big Brother. (R) 12.30 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 1.30 Film: Grounded. 
(2006) 3.15 Film: Along Came 
Polly. (2004) 4.55 Film: Made of 
Honor. (2008) 

6.40 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: 
Armed and Fabulous. 

(2005) Comedy sequel, 
starring Sandra Bullock, 
Regina King and William 
Shatner. Edited for violence. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 
ups and downs of life in the 
BB house as friendships and 
alliances are made, battle 
lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 
Moments 2013. Countdown 
of the biggest showbusiness 
stories and scandals of the 
year. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.05 True CSI. 
4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.20 Make It 
Big. (R) 4.50 Roary the Racing Car. 
(R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.40 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 The Gruffalo 7.30 The 
Gruffalo’s Child 7.55 Film: 101 
Dalmatians (1996) 9.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Film: 
Starship Troopers (1997) 

BBC Four 

7.00 Britain by Bike 7.30 The 
Return of Colmcille 8.30 Apples, 
Pears and Paint: How to Make a Still 
Life Painting 10.00 Nigel Slater’s 
Great British Biscuit 11.00 Film: 
Elena (2011) 

ITV2 

2.00 Film: The Mighty Ducks 
(1992) 4.10 Film: Scooby-Doo 2: 
Monsters Unleashed (2004) 6.05 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 8.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 9.00 The 
Magaluf Weekender 10.00 I Am 
Britney Jean: Britney Spears’ Road 
to Las Vegas 11.50 Film: Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall (2008) 

ITV3 

3.15 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 
Film: Changeling (2008) Fact- 
based drama, starring Angelina 
Jolie. 11.50 Cracker 
ITV4 

3.05 Film: Shalako (1968) 5.20 
Film: The Battle of Midway (1976) 
8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
9.00 Film: Universal Soldier: 
Regeneration (2009) 11.00 Film: 
The Matrix Reloaded (2003) 

E4 

3.50 Rude(ish) Tube 4.45 Film: 
Grease (1978) 7.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Home Alone 2: 
Lost in New York (1992) 10.20 The 
Inbetweeners 11.30 8 Out of 10 
Cats 

Film4 

2.55 The Rugrats Movie (1999) 

4.30 The Golden Compass (2007) 
6.40 Crocodile Dundee II (1988) 

8.50 12 Years a Slave Interview 
Special 9.00 The Mechanic (201 1 ) 

10.50 48 Hrs (1982) 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


** I first realised / was losing my hearing 
when / was struggling to hear the TV. 

/ now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore ** 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 





Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 


Mr | Mrs Q Ms Q (please tick) Other 
First name 


Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifon 
(No further address details or stamp required) 

The National Campaign for Better Hearing is a 
trading name of Amplifon Ltd. 


The Hearing Aid Specialists 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 

TO SCOTLAND - 

£155 

DEPARTING FRIDAY 7TH FEB 4 

Loch Tummel Hotel 

Perthshire 

STB*** 1 

1 1 

WINTER WARMER 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

An early season 5 day 
coach break offering 
exceptional value 
for money staying 

• 4 Nights Half Board 

• Entertainment 

• Excursions 

at our Loch Tummel 

PICKUP FROM: 

Hotel. There will be an 
excursion everyday 
including Crieff, 

Pitlochry, Edinburgh 
& entrance to Blair 

Castle. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 

Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 

<£¥> LOCHS 

W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Flolidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 


CHRONICLE. 


LOOKING FOR HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION 


GREAT RESORTS at BARGAIN PRICES! 
Benidorm • Pineda • Lloref • Calella 
Malgraf • Santa Susanna • Salou 


3 8c 4* Hotels 
& Apartments 
Available from 
January to November 


FREE & Discounted 
Child Places 


c17 


SELF CATERING APARTMENTS 

SLEEPS UP TO FROM - 
FOUR PERSONS 


e15 


follow us on GET YO UR FREE BROCHURE TODAY 

TEL: 01443 844222 

www.ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 



4 H A V E YOU APPEARED IN T HIsJP 

weeAs Chronicle? 

ORDER THE LATEST PHOTOS FROM 
OUR ONLINE SERVICE - GO TO 
PH0T0J3 F0RSALE .EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 

^Bqrc ALL 


(MONDAY TO FRIDAY,9AM TO 5PM) 


Please note: Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. 


SSiaGflljD 9 © /SffllG®© 

VW Specialist Car Mechanic 


ft* rp 
EH 

[Me SMI® 600803 

Unit 2 Belpter Enterprise Park, Greets 
Green, West Bromwich B70 9EN 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

^ 0 O 

All major credit cards accepted 





Over 5,C00 installations to date! 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 



OTTEST 


Place To 

ADVERTISE 

Your Venue 

To get the star 
treatment 
call one of our 
helpful advisors on 

01902 
319191 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


Monday 

Hellboy II: The Golden Army, ITV, 11.20pm 

The demon superhero, aided by a team from the 
Bureau of Paranormal Research and Defence, leads 
the fight against renegade elf Prince Nuada who is 
intent on reawakening an unstoppable robot army. 
Action fantasy sequel directed by Guillermo del Toro, 
starring Ron Perlman and Selma Blair. (2008) 

Tuesday 

Insomnia, BBC1,11.15pm 

A detective is sent to Alaska to investigate a murder 
during a month when the sun does not set. Sleep 
deprivation starts to take its toll, and he accidentally 
shoots his partner dead. He tries to cover it up, but the 
criminal they were hunting has seen everything and 
blackmails the cop into helping him escape justice. 
Thriller directed by Christopher Nolan, starring Al 
Pacino, Robin Williams and Hilary Swank. (2002) 

Wednesday 
Mimic, BBC1,11.50pm 

A scientist is shocked to discover a species of 
cockroach-hunting bug she created years earlier to 
eradicate a disease has evolved into the perfect killing 
machine. Horror from director Guillermo del Toro, 
starring Mira Sorvino, Jeremy Northam, Charles S 
Dutton and Alexander Goodwin. (1997) 


Pick of the Week 




Saw, Friday, Channel 4,11.25pm 


Thursday 

Stolen Innocence, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman is rushed to hospital after giving birth to a still¬ 
born girl, only to be accused by the police of murdering 
the child. Demanding to see the midwife who was 
treating her at home, she discovers the woman was an 
imposter and is certain her baby has been kidnapped. 
Thriller, starring Gina Philips and Ellie Harvie. (2007) 

Friday 

Saw, Channel 4,11.25pm 

Detectives hunt a killer who kidnaps his victims and 
forces them to play sadistic games with life-or-death 
consequences. Meanwhile, two strangers wake to find 
themselves chained to pipes in a filthy, derelict 
bathroom - and at the mercy of the madman. Horror, 
written by and starring Leigh Whannell, alongside Cary 
Elwes, Danny Glover and Dina Meyer. (2004) 

The Majestic, ITV, 3am 

A screenwriter in 1950s America becomes disillusioned 
with Hollywood when he falls victim to the communist 
witch-hunts of the era, and heads out for a drive - but a 
car crash leaves him suffering from amnesia and 
stranded in a small town, where he’s mistakenly 
identified as a Second World War hero. Frank 
Darabont’s drama, starring Jim Carrey. (2001) 


Fighting to become the 
champion of champions 


I f something’s going to end, it may 
as well go out with a bang, right? 
Clearly those in charge of Dancing 
on Ice, ITV, Sunday, 6.15pm think 
that, because this, the last-ever series 
of the celebrity talent show, will 
feature the good, the bad and the ugly 
from the previous eight runs. 

So appearing alongside genuinely 
talented skaters such as reigning 
champ Beth Tweddle, Ray Quinn, 

Kyran Bracken, Suzanne Shaw and 
Sam Attwater will be Joe Pasquale 
and Todd Carty. Neither of them were 
voted out first during their series, but 
they were memorable for perhaps the 
wrong reasons - Todd Carty in 
particular. 

Co-host Phillip Schofield has 
suggested that because everyone 
taking part already has some skating 
experience, we should see a higher 
standard this time. 

“Human ability means that in past 
years, some people will concentrate, 
work harder and get better by the time 
they get to the series. 

“Even if you didn’t want it to be that 
way, there will be someone who will 
be head and shoulders above the _ 


rest, and you think, does that mean 
we already have a winner? And that’s 
not always the case, obviously, but 
with something like this, everyone can 
already skate.” 

Hmmm... maybe he’s forgotten 
Carty’s spectacular time on the ice - 
or perhaps he knows something about 
the former EastEnder that we don’t... 

Schofield also can’t wait to see the 
professionals in action again too. 

“I’m often frustrated because you get 
to see a professional skater, maybe on 
a commercial break, or a show that 
they do that’s not Dancing on Ice, and 
you look at the unbelievable ability that 
they have,” he says. 

‘Then they come on our show, and 
for the first six weeks, they’re pushing 
somebody around the ice who can’t 
skate, and you never get to see really 
what they can do. So that might be 
something new this series, we get to 
know how good our professionals are 
a little bit more.” 

Although you might think that most 
of the nerves rest with the competitors, 
Schofield admits that there’s a lot of 
pressure on him and Christine 
Bleakley to get things right too. _ 


“It’s the sort of show you don’t want 
to muck up. I just don’t like making 
mistakes, I never have. 

“You want to get it right because as 
a presenter, you want to seamlessly 
get people from one place to another 
without your performance being the 
thing that distracted them - unless it’s 
something you wanted to distract 
them with.” 

Quinn has already been installed as 
the bookies’ favourite to lift the 
champion of champions trophy, but 
the aforementioned group of ex-series 
winners, as well as Bonnie Langford, 
Zaraah Abrahams, Jorgie Porter, 

David Seaman, Gareth Gates and 
Gary Lucy, might have something to 
say about that. 

And who will face the 
disappointment of leaving the show 
first - something they would probably 
all prefer to avoid? 

At least nobody will have long to 
wait to find out; the results show is 
broadcast later in the evening at 
8.30pm, when the lowest-scoring 
celebrities perform crowd-pleasing 
routines from their original series in a 
battle for survival. _ 



Phillip Schofield and Christine Bleakley host Dancing on Ice, ITV, 6.15pm 


Best of the Rest 


Monday 

The Bletchley Circle 
ITV, 9pm 

Anna Maxwell Martin, Rachael Stirling, Sophie 
Rundle and Julie Graham make a welcome return 
as the code-breakers-turned-detectives, whose 
rather homespun yet brain-busting approach to 
catching criminals makes a welcome change to the 
cerebral cops and forensic experts we’re used to 
seeing. Here, their Bletchley Park links come to the 
fore again when they help former colleague Alice 
Merren, who’s been accused of murdering her 
former lover, John Richards, after being found 
standing over his corpse with a smoking gun in her 
hand. The outcome looks pretty bleak for Alice, 
until her friends learn that Richards had another 
woman in his life. 

Tuesday 
The Taste 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Okay so television isn’t crying out for another 
cooking competition - we’re hardly in short supply, 
after all. However, given the names attached to this 
latest effort, it might be worth a shot. Multi award¬ 
winning food writer Nigella Lawson is back on telly 
for the right reasons, and she is joined by critically 
acclaimed chef Ludo Lefebvre and food maverick 
Anthony Bourdain in her search to find the best 
chef who can impress with a single spoonful of 
food. First thing’s first, and the mentors sample the 
cooking of 25 hopefuls, who range from amateurs 
to professionals from some of Britain’s best 
restaurants - and with that one spoonful of food, 
they’re fighting for a place on the show. 


Wednesday 
Waterloo Road 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The locals had better watch out as there’s a new 
girl on site, and while she leaves some pupils 
wide-eyed, she also creates a few problems for the 
long suffering staff. Gabriella Wark (Naomi Battrick, 
a veteran of Doctors and recent movie Blood) may 
be smart, sassy and stunning, but her disruptive 
behaviour has already led to her being expelled 
from several schools. And now she has her sights 
firmly set on attractive new PE teacher Hector 
(Leon Ockenden), she’s clearly not about to 
become a shy and retiring student just yet. 
Meanwhile, newlywed Simon (Richard Mylan) 
kicks off his new Resilience Education 
scheme, and incurs the wrath of Christine 
(Laurie Brett). 

Thursday 
Birds of a Feather 
ITV, 8.30pm 

Cheerful Cockney molls Sharon (Pauline 
Quirke) and Tracey (Linda Robson) are 
back to wring more laughs from 
Laurence Marks and Maurice Gran’s 
winning formula, this time with the aid 
of fellow writers Gary Lawson and 
John Phelps. Sharon now works for 
Dorien (Lesley Joseph) full-time, 
while Tracey, as sole breadwinner, 
is left to pay all the household 
bills. Dorien offers to dip into 
her savings for some rent, but / 
gets a rude awakening when 


she contacts the bank and discovers all her 
finances are being used for legal fees. A desperate 
Sharon and Tracey take Dorien to a car boot sale 
to raise some much-needed funds, but how much 
will they get for her beloved designer collection? 

Benidorm 
ITV, 9pm 

Fresh from his guest appearance in The Spa’s 
festive special, ex-Brookside star Philip Olivier 
pops up here as Jason Gallagher, who turns up at 
The Solano in the hope of landing a job. Seeing as 
he’s easy on the eye, Joyce offers him a job 
- which leaves Mateo fuming. Can there 
really be room for two handsome 
hunks behind the bar? Mateo might 
^ be pleased about receiving a 
i helping hand when Tiger and 
Michael’s get-rich-quick scheme 
leads to mayhem at the venue, 
while Clive’s mind is preoccupied 
with his daughter Bianca, who’s 
been seen wandering through 
Alicante airport in tears. 



Friday 

Piers Morgan’s Life 
Stories: Mary Berry 
ITV, 9pm 

Mary Berry can certainly 
hold her own in the 
Great British Bake Off 
kitchen, but we’re about to 
see how she 
fares under 


harsh studio spotlights and on the receiving end of 
a good Piers Morgan grilling. The 78-year-old food 
writer and TV presenter is the latest familiar face to 
sit in the hot seat and take a detailed look back 
through her life and career. As she opens up to 
Piers, Mary will be discussing her family life (and 
talks discipline methods used when her children 
were growing up), her role in the much-adored 
Bake Off series, and cooking cow udder pie for her 
first TV appearance more than 40 years ago. 

Italy Unpacked 
BBC2, 9pm 

Christmas, and all the guilty indulgences that come 
with it, is over for another year, and our thoughts 
are finally turning to our summer holiday, so 
Andrew Graham-Dixon and chef Giorgio Locatelli 
are embarking on another jaunt around beautiful 
Italy. They’re beginning in Liguria, where the rocky 
mountains and rugged coastline once inspired 
English poets of the Romantic era. The pair also 
visit Genoa before heading on to Cinque Terre 
(meaning ‘five lands’) where they hop on a boat to 
explore the scattered villages. Next up, it’s on to 
Tuscany, before they conclude this leg of the trip 
with a look around Pistoia, Pisa and Livorno. 

The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

Graham is joined by a quartet of movie stars 
tonight, headed up by Hollywood heavyweights 
Robert De Niro and Sylvester Stallone, who talk 
about their new boxing film Grudge Match. Comic 
actor Jonah Hill shares his experiences of working 
with Martin Scorsese on The Wolf of Wall Street. 


“Bos+irV Sorfes 

-gt-Bostin-pricejer- 

Hand made in the Heart of 
the Black Country by 

West Midlands Upholstery 


BRITISH MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH 
QUALITY SOFAS & CHAIRS 



* M 

Georgia 3 Seater & 2 Chairs, Free Footstool, Free Armthrows, 

Free Scatter Cushions and Free Local Delivery 

Many more models available ^ ^_ 

Come direct to us and save £££££’s! You can also view our factory where 
your suite will be handmade by our dedicated team 


SALE NOW ON 20% OFF 

* Vast choice of covers (any fabric on any suite) * Free local delivery * 

Competitive prices guaranteed (not inflated for part exchange!) 

* Orthopaedic range * Space or mobility issues? 

Any of our models can be made higher, longer or deeper to suit YOU 

* Friendly approach, no sales pressure * Sofa beds now also available 
Check out our testimonials page - genuine comments from real people * 


OPENING TIMES Mon-Fri 9.00 am to 4.30 pm Sat 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 
Festive Opening Times: 27th, 30th, 31st Dec Closed. 1st Jan Closed. 
Sat 28th Dec 11 am to 4 pm. 


ECLIPSE TRADING ESTATE, SEDGLEY ROAD WEST, 

TIPTON, DY4 8DQ 

0121 520 4500 Wk 

www.suites-direct.co.uk [ 





> GET THE MAXIMUM COMPENSATION 


YOU ARE ENTITLED TO 


> CLAIM TODAY FOR FREE ON 

A “NO WIN NO FEE” BASIS 




I 


Call: 0800 567 72 72 


Email: info@blvlaw.cc 


J 
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Puzzler 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

N 

2 

o 

3 

H 

4 

F 

5 

G 

6 

D 

7 

8 

K 

9 

c 

10 

V 

ii 

M 

12 

L 

13 

s 

14 

w 

15 

B 

16 

A 

17 

Q 

18 

E 

19 

X 

20 

z 

21 

J 

22 

T 

23 

Y 

24 

P 

25 

R 

26 

u 


1 

14 

2 

L 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

A 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Skilled craftsmen? 
( 11 ) 

9. Game, and how to 
score in it (7) 

10. People act foolishly 
in it (5) 

11. Stone used to make 
an attack (5) 

12. Birds I hide in a 
ship (7) 

13. Attacked and 
bombed perhaps 
( 6 ) 

15. A colourless indi¬ 
vidual (6) 

18. Take pains to pro¬ 
duce inconvenience 
(7) 

20. Vessel carrying fuel 
from Loire (5) 

22. All right, a sancti¬ 
monious creature 
(5) 

23. Terminated the 
sitting, presumably 
(5,2) 

24. Discerning writer 
and french sailor 
( 11 ) 


Down 

2. Dislikes haste, 
perhaps (5) 

3. Money from pirates 
(7) 

4. Enjoy a flavour (6) 

5. Presents one’s 
natural talents (5) 

6. Ends of routes vary 
in merit (7) 

7. News being made? 
( 11 ) 

8. It records world¬ 
shaking events (11) 

14. Rich fabric with an 
outstanding design 
(7) 

16. The prospect for a 
guardsman (4-3) 

17. Woolworker is 
something of a 
problem (6) 

19. She’s a new mem¬ 
ber of a union (5) 

21. Like a ship taking a 
number to port (5) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Inconsiderate (11) 

9. Dark cell (7) 

10. Combine (5) 

11. Deposit (5) 

12. Paid up (7) 

13. Strain (6) 

15. Motive (6) 

18. Envelop (7) 

20. Come in (5) 

22. Felony (5) 

23. Odd (7) 

24. Stocks and shares (11) 


Down 

2. Sharpened (5) 

3. Unavailing (7) 

4. Upright (6) 

5. Confine (5) 

6. Ambles (7) 

7. Immaturity (11) 

8. Starring part (7,4) 
14. Disturbance (7) 

16. Put to death (7) 

17. Issue(6) 

19. Corpulent (5) 

21. Reliance (5) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid last week’s 

below so that SOLUTIONS > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
Across: 1 Penelope; 5 Spar; 9 Tsar; 10 Distinct; 
11 Cache; 12 Illicit; 13 Dentist’s chair; 18 Sea- 
fever; 19 Toss; 20 Animate; 21 Chair; 22 Nigh; 
23 Skittles. Down: 2 Enslave; 3 Earshot; 4 Pain 
in the neck; 6 Panacea; 7 Rotator; 8 Italic; 13 
Disdain; 14 Nearing; 15 Ice-man; 16 Hatchet; 17 
Inspire. QUICK - Across: 1 Contempt; 5 Serf; 9 
Alas; 10 Contract; 11 Equal; 12 Imitate; 13 De¬ 
fectiveness; 18 Ceremony; 19 Eddy; 20 Initial; 21 
Offer; 22 Ever; 23 Eyeglass. Down: 2 Oblique; 

3 Testate; 4 Provisionally; 6 Emanate; 7 Fitness; 
8 Strife; 13 Decline; 14 Furtive; 15 Commit; 16 
Needful; 17 Sadness. 



fa» m 




The best cleaners you have ever 
tried, or your money back! 



Put them to the test Australia's number 

See website for details 

www.ozkleen.co.uk 


one cleaners 



E 


L London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and 
Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The "from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 




For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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fPr operty 


YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO 
HOME BUYING AND LETTING 


Modern semi-detached 

house is priced £99,950 



BUILT around eight years ago, this two-bed- 
roomed modern semi-detached house in a 
convenient Oldbury location would make an 
ideal first time buy or buy to let investment. 

It is for sale through Tom Giles & Co at £99,950. 
Accommodation at the home in Asquith Drive, 
Tividale, comprises an entrance hall, kitchen, 
cloakroom, lounge, two bedrooms, a bathroom, 
two parking spaces and a rear garden. 

The entrance hall has understairs storage, the 
kitchen has a built-in oven, four plate gas hob and 
extractor canopy. 

The lounge has patio doors to the rear garden, 
bedroom one faces the rear while bedroom two 
faces the front and the bathroom has a bath and 
mains shower. Outside there are two parking 
spaces to the front, lawn and a path to the rear 
garden with lawn and a paved patio. 

Contact Tom Giles & Co on 0121 5526171 or 
visit the website at www.tomgilesandco.co.uk 




Well-presented four-bed 
with a five-year warranty 


A VERY well presented detached four-bed- 
roomed house for sale in Pemberton Cres¬ 
cent, Wednesbury has five years NHBC 
warranty remaining. 

With double glazing and off road parking 
and in excellent condition, it is for sale 
through the agent Goodchilds priced 
£ 210 , 000 . 

It has an entrance hallway, a lounge, 
kitchen/diner, utility, guest cloakroom, 
master bedroom en suite, three further bed¬ 
rooms and a bathroom. 

In more detail the entrance hall has stairs 
off to the first floor, the kitchen/diner has 
an electric oven with a gas hob and cooker 


hood over, laminate flooring, tiling to 
splash-backs and a breakfast bar. 

The utility room has laminate flooring. 

Upstairs bedroom one has built in 
wardrobes and an en suite shower room 
with tile effect flooring, as does the bath¬ 
room. 

Bedrooms two and three overlook the 
rear while bedroom four overlooks the 
front, having built in wardrobes. Outside 
the rear garden has a lawn and a patio area. 

For further information contact Good¬ 
childs on 0121 5067670 or visit the website 
at www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Ehgwodd 


ENTRIES INVITED 


For Our Next 




AUCTION 

Do You Want To Sell Your Property Quickly? 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 

AUCTION APPRAISAL 


BIRMINGHAM & THE SOUTH 

0121 233 5046 

BLACK COUNTRY & THE NORTH 

Ron 07830 375 823 
fc^CPBIGWOOD.COM 


twitter.com/ 

CPBigwood 



Cottons) , 

Forthcoming 
Auction 

Tuesday 25th February 2014 

AstonVIHaFoottutfClub 

Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your FREE No Obligation Appraisal 

Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your FREE Catalogue 





Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality , Professionalism and Expertise 


Incorporating Laing & Co 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 




Pitcairn Road, Smethwick 


Delightful Semi Detached 
Three Bedrooms 
Two Reception Rooms 
Conservatory 

Off Road Parking & Garage 
EP Rating: D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 



. Refurbished End Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• No Upward Chain 

• EP Rating: E 

Offers in the region of £154,950 


Galton Road, Bearwood 



. Charming Traditional Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Some Character Features 

• EP Rating: E 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Abbey Road, Bearwood 



• Traditonal Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Period Features 

• EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £137,500 


RMtjulJkad By 






RICS 


Ombudsman 

NAEA 


www.oulsnam.net 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 

Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 

y 

oulsnam 

[xnJ Incorporating Laing & Co 

0121 4299986 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 


Nissan's latest Qashqai redefining crossover 


COMBINING innovation and excit¬ 
ing technology with intelligent 
design, the new Qashqai will build 
on the success of its two-million 
selling predecessor. 

Yet despite setting new standards for tech¬ 
nology, comfort and practicality, the Qashqai 
remains accessible to buyers considering a con¬ 
ventional hatchback or crossover. With prices 
starting from just £17,595, buyers can benefit 
from premium quality and some of the most 
advanced features on the market. 

Nissan’s philosophy of bringing premium 
features to the family car market is tried and 
tested. The exceptional success of the original 
model proves that buyers now expect Nissan to 
deliver sector-first innovations and fresh 
thinking in every key area. 

The new Qashqai, on sale this month, is 
available in four familiar grades: Visia, Acenta, 
Acenta Premium and Tekna. 

Visia models, priced from £17,595, come with 
a range of new features including automatic air 
conditioning, hill start assist, a five-inch colour 
HD infotainment screen, chassis control, 
TPMS (tyre pressure monitoring system) and 
speed limiter/cruise control all fitted as stan¬ 
dard. 

Acenta models continue the generous theme 
with a further list of premium features fitted as 
standard. 

Priced from £19,145, these include dual-zone 
automatic air conditioning, premium leather 
steering wheel and gear knob, 17-inch alloy 
wheels and a luggage board system. Safety 
equipment includes front fog lamps, auto head¬ 
lamps and rain-sensing wipers. 


Both the Visia and Acenta models come with 
the option of a smart vision pack (£450) that 
adds Nissan’s advanced safety shield system 
among other driver aids. Designed to enhance 
the safety of occupants, the pack incorporates 
front collision avoidance and traffic tign recog¬ 
nition. 

Acenta Premium models start from £20,995 
and feature a raft of comfort and safety tech¬ 
nologies. These include new-generation Nis- 
sanConnect infotainment system with DAB 
radio. A rear view camera is also fitted as stan¬ 
dard, along with i-key start push button, 
parking sensors and a panoramic glass roof. 
Safety features include front collision avoid¬ 
ance, high beam assist and lane departure 
warning. 

Technologies 

Range-topping Tekna models - which start 
from £23,145 - feature an array of new-to- 
sector technologies that further highlight 
Nissan’s lead in the crossover market. For 
safety, Tekna models benefit from Bi-LED 
headlamps, Safety Shield with Traffic Signal 
Recognition and High Beam Assist. 

Tekna models also excel when it comes to 
design and technology features. All models are 
equipped with 19-inch alloy wheels, roof rails, 
part-leather seats, a large glass roof, heated 
seats, front and rear parking sensors and Intel¬ 
ligent key with engine start button. 

The latest-generation NissanConnect 
system is also standard, including a seven-inch 
touchscreen display, DAB digital radio, Around 
View Monitor and smartphone connectivity. 

A range of supremely efficient and refined 
petrol and diesel engines allows the new 


Qashqai to exceed the expectations of drivers 
no matter which powertrain is chosen. The 
line-up consists of four engines: two petrol and 
two diesel, with the option of two- or four- 
wheel-drive. Customers can also choose 
between manual and all-new Xtronic auto¬ 
matic transmissions. 

Driving through a six-speed manual trans¬ 
mission, the entry-level 1.2 DIG-T delivers 
115PS and generates 190Nm of torque. Despite 
its modest size, the 1.2-litre engine packs a real 
punch, offering sharper acceleration and 
greater flexibility than the outgoing 1.6-litre 


naturally aspirated engine. 

Its lower weight and more fuel-efficient oper¬ 
ation also mean it is considerably cleaner and 
more economical than the model it replaces. 
The 1.2 DIG-T engine emits 129g/km of CO 
(15g/km less than the outgoing 1.6-litre petrol 
unit), and has a fuel consumption figure of 
50.4mpg. 

Like all engines in the new Qashqai range, 
the 1.2 DIG-T is equipped with start/stop igni¬ 
tion as standard. 

Set to join the Qashqai range in autumn 
2014, the most powerful petrol engine will be 


the 1.6 DIG-T engine with 150PS. 

With 240Nm of torque on offer, the 1.6 DIG- 
T delivers impressive low and mid-range pull, 
with excellent in-gear flexibility. Yet despite its 
strong performance, the range-topping petrol 
option retains impressive efficiency. Fuel con¬ 
sumption is 50.4mpg on the EU combined 
cycle, while COemissions are 132g/km. 

The latest evolution of the award-winning 
1.5 dCi llOPSdirect injection diesel engine is 
the cleanest and most fuel-efficient engine ever 
offered in a Qashqai with CO emissions of just 
99g/km and an EU combined fuel consumption 
figure of just 74.3mpg. 

The sixth-generation 1.5-litre dCi unit is 
smoother, more efficient and more refined than 
the outgoing engine. Thanks to a substantial 
re-engineering programme, the 1.5-litre dCi 
engine offers greater in-gear flexibility thanks 
to a 20Nm increase in torque. 

Advanced 

Positioned at the top of the Qashqai’s diesel 
range, the 1.6 dCi 130PSis offered with the 
option of two- and four-wheel-drive. This unit 
is one of the most advanced diesel powerplants 
in its sector, with a number of technical innova¬ 
tions designed to maximise fuel consumption 
and reduce CO emissions. 

In two-wheel-drive manual form, the 1.6 dCi 
has CO emissions of 115g/km and an EU com¬ 
bined fuel consumption figure of 64.2mpg. The 
Xtronic automatic version emits 119g/km and 
returns 61.4mpg, while the four-wheel-drive 
manual version has figures of 129g/km and 
57.6mpg. Redesigned from the ground up, the 
new Qashqai has been created to meet the 
demands and expectations of next-generation 



Quarter Pounder? 

Enjoy up to 25% off 
Servicing & Repairs 

Not only is MasterFit Service Club free to join, it also offers Vauxhall drivers 
half price MOTs and up to 25% off servicing & repairs. Plus you’ll also receive 
a £25 MasterFit Rewards Voucher. And don’t forget your car is in the hands of 
the very people who built it. Now that’s something you can’t put a price on. 

Join US for FREE at www.vauxhalldriverscentre.co.uk 



MasterFit Service Club 

^50% off MOTs 
✓ Up to 25% off 
Servicing & Repairs 
S Vauxhall Trained 
Technicians 
S Genuine Vauxhall Parts 



MasterFit 

www.masterfit.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock 


08430 221114 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Main A5 
Cannock 
Staffordshire 
WS111SH 



VAUXHALL 


‘Service Club servicing & repairs discounts; 15% for vehicles 2-3 years, 25% forvehicles3years plus. Offers apply to MasterFit service and repair work on your registered Vauxhall at participating Retailers only. Service Club is only available to customers of UK registered Vauxhall vehicles. Discount does not apply to tyres and oil. Half-price MOT test (UK 
mainland only-excluding Northern Ireland). Free pre-MOT test inspection for customers in Northern Ireland only. Members are entitled to discount on any MasterFit labour and only genuine Vauxhall parts. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. tVoucher available until 31/03/2014. Vauxhall reserve the right to amend or remove the offer at their 
discretion. 
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Motoring 


Shot in arm for electric 
vehicles from BMW i3 



BMW’s i3 has an innovatve approach to design, construction and technology 


THE i3 is a big deal, not just for 
BMW but also for the electric 
car industry. 

Boasting an innovative approach to 
design, construction and its underlying 
technology, this could be the car to give 
the electric car market the shot in the 
arm it needs to make the move from 
niche to mainstream status. 

To date, early adopters have helped 
drive interest in electric transport. BMW 
is clearly keen to tap into this buyer 
demographic; witness the i3’s futuristic 
looks and the car-maker’s efforts at com¬ 
munity building with a comprehensive 
smartphone app that can remotely 
monitor your pride and joy. 

The bottom line is a carbon composite 
shell wrapped in funky-looking panels 
and room for four inside the radically 
styled, by current standards, cabin. 
Wood trim blends well with the car’s 
exposed composite shell and the liberal 
use of natural fibres for door panels and 
the top of the fascia. 

Thankfully 

Still, this window dressing would all 
be for nought if the i3 failed to deliver the 
goods in the real world. Thankfully it’s 
not, as the electric BMW offers possibly 
the most rounded driving and ownership 
experience to date. Granted, progress is 
rapid in the electric car sector, but the i3 
behaves more, well, car-like than most. 

Interestingly, BMW has retained its 
trademark rear-wheel drive layout for 
the i3. At a whisker under four metres, 
it’s a genuine compact car, and this is 
reflected in its agility around town and 
its Black Cab-rivalling turning circle. 
The i3’s narrow section tyres also play a 
part, plus they contribute towards the 
car’s slippery aerodynamic properties. 
With BMW’s clean-sheet approach to 
design comes the ability to place the bat¬ 
teries, a 230kg slab of lithium-ion power, 


under the car’s flat floor. This ensures 
maximum occupant space in the cabin, a 
decent size boot and a positive effect on 
the car’s handling. The 170 horsepower 
electric motor also plays a significant 
part in the i3’s overall performance. 

And you can’t talk about batteries 
without covering the practicalities of 
range. BMW previously conducted 
detailed research with volunteers and 
fleets of electric 1 Series and Mini models 
to observe driver behaviour. 

As you’d expect, although the mainly 
urban journeys were frequent, they were 
short. With that in mind, a real world 
range of around 100 miles isn’t so bad. 

Although different eco-centric driving 
modes can be selected to maximise 
driving range, the i3’s in-built brake 
regeneration properties can return a 
meaningful amount of charge to the 
battery over the course of a journey. 

You need to lay off the brake pedal 
though, as simply easing off the throttle 
at urban speeds is enough to bring the i3 


to a steady yet prompt halt. While that’s 
happening, the i3’s battery is getting a 
small but useful top up. Conversely, lean 
hard on the throttle and you can experi¬ 
ence a 1 Series diesel level of brisk accel¬ 
eration. 

The ability to drive almost exclu¬ 
sively using just one pedal aside, the i3 
delivers a surprisingly conventional 
driving experience. 

Largely familiar controls, a lofty 
driving position, good visibility and a 
high level of refinement go a long way to 
justifying the car’s premium price tag 
and ensuring its place within the BMW 
family. 

Of course, the financial aspect of the 
car should be equally appealing. The 
absence of road tax and fuel liabilities 
rank high alongside the ability to 
charge the car for very little - overnight 
via a domestic electricity supply, and a 
matter of hours when connected to a 
high output wall box or public recharg¬ 
ing point. 



new Generation ilO 

If it had ears, 
they would be burning 

High praise indeed from the big names in the motoring press. 

And they’re not the only ones being complimentary about the 
new Generation ilO. Available from 30th January 2014, it won’t 
be long before you can have your say. 

To find out more about the city car everyone’s talking about, 
visit www.brindleyhyundai.co.uk 



| nEW THiriKinG. 
HYurmni I nEW possibilities. 


Brindley Hyundai - West Bromwich 01215259131 

Millenium Park, new Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 OnR www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 

^ Fuel consumption in MPG (l/100km) for new Generation ilO range: Urban 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 

W* (3.7), Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 65.7 (4.3), C02 Emissions 142 - 98 g/km. Fuel consumption figures shown are based on official EU 

aJBL test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

moRLDcup 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Visit www.hyundai.co.uk/owning or ask your local dealer. 



NEW DEALERSHIP OFFER 




MITSUBISHI 


MOTORS 


& 


VJi-TV 


3 YEARS’ FREE SERV C NG 


5 DOORS 


Over 65mpg and £0 VED achieved on all Mirage models. Combined range fuel consumption from 65.7mpg to 68.9mpg and CO 2 emissions 100 - 95g/km. 1. This finance plan is only available through Finance Mitsubishi, 116 Cockfosters Road, Barnet, EN4 ODY and is subject 
to status to customers aged 18 and over. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds Bank Asset Finance. This offer requires a 20% minimum deposit and the interest rate is better than other high street lenders. Indemnities may be required. 2. Free Mitsubishi Service Plan (MSP) 
covers the first 3 scheduled services and includes parts and labour defined by the vehicle manufacturer. For full details of the Mitsubishi Service Plan and scheduled services please ask your local Mitsubishi dealer. Offers are only applicable in the UK (excludes Nl, Channel 
Islands & I.O.M for 0% APR Representative Finance and Nl & Channel Islands for 3 Years’ Free Servicing), subject to availability, whilst stocks last and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. Offers available at 
participating dealers between 2nd December 2013 and 31st March 2014. | || 

Mirage range fuel consumption in mpg (Itrs/lOOkm): Urban 56.5 - 61.4 (5.0 - 4.6), Extra Urban 72.4 - 78.5 (3.9 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1), CO 2 Emissions 100 - 95g/km. Cb=JJ @ autosa | e sgroup 


find us on 

facebook 
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63REG CLEARANCE SALE - SAVE UP TO £6,056 

Due extr a a 1500 




MPUtfH CORSA 1.0 S 63 pint CORSA 1.2 ENERGYAircon 

£7,499 jS £8,999 

SAVE 
£4,336 


■E7S9S. 

y now 

FROM 
ONLY 




SAVE 
£4,126 

63P16TE ASTRA ENERGY 1.4 & 1.6 fflHHD ADAM JAM & GLAM 

£11,499 

SAVE 

£6,0S6 



tiws 

NOW 

FROM 

ONLY 


FROM 

ONLY 


£9,255 


SAVE 

£3,500 



LIMITED STOCKS 


--- VAUXHALL NETWORK Q USED CARS 



MUST GO 


QUALITY USED CARS --- 


VAUXHALLASTRA 

2008/58 Astra 1.6 SXi Leather Trim 3dr Pan Roof Hatch, Panacotta, 37000 m ..£5999 

2011 /61 Astra 1.7 CDTi Excite 5 Door Hatch, Sovereign Silver, 24500 miles. £9699 

2009/09 Astra 1.8 Sri X Pack 3 Door Hatchback, Metro Blue, 17200 miles. £7499 

2013/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi 5 Door Estate, Power red, 14153 miles. £13499 

2012/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi St/St 5dr Nav Estate, Sovereign Silver, 13602 m.. £13999 

2013/13 Astra 2.0 VXR 3 Door Hatchback, Olympic White, 123 miles. £22999 

2013/13 Astra 99 C021.7 CDTi SRi exoFLEX S/S 5dr Nav Hatch, Carb/Flash, 8251 m. £14499 

VAUXHALL CASCADA 

2013/13 Cascada 2.0 CDTi SE Stop/Start 2dr Convertible, Carb/Flash, 2910 m .£19999 

VAUXHALL CORSA 

2013/63 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3 Door Hatchback, Red, 10 miles. £10999 

2011/61 Corsa 1.2 SE 3 Door Hatchback, Lime Green, 13428 miles. £7499 

2012/62 Corsa 1.2 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Flame Red, 13687 miles. £8499 

2011 /60 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, Star Silver, 18509 miles. £6699 

2012/62 Corsa 1.4 Active A/C 5 Door Hatchback, Flame red, 2400 miles. £8699 

2013/13 Corsa 1.4 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Sovereign Silver, 6771 miles. £8999 

2012/62 Corsa 1.4 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Glacier White, 16119 miles. £8999 

2013/13 Corsa 1.4 SRi Hatchback, Carbon Flash, 11959 miles. £9499 

2013/62 Corsa 1.4 SRi Hatchback, Chilli Orange, 8429 miles. £9299 

2013/62 Corsa 1.4 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, Silver Lake, 15967 miles. £8499 

2012/62 Corsa 1.4 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, Sapphire Black, 11973 miles. £7699 

2011/61 Corsa 1.6 VXR Blue Edition 3dr Hatchback, Arden Blue, 17104 m ....£12699 
2013/13 Corsa CDTi 1.3 SXi AC sat Nav eco FLEX 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 5789 m. £10999 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

2011 /61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exdusiv 5dr Hatchback, Silver Lake, 34774 miles £10499 

2010/60 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exdusiv 5dr Hatchback, Panacotta, 20322 miles. £9999 

2013/13 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Hatchback, Flip Chip Silver, 13000 miles. £13499 

2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi NAV 5dr Estate, Olympic White, 12361 miles... £17999 
2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatchback, Technical Grey, 19746 m. £13499 
2011 /61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatchback, Olympic White, 7122 m... £13000 
2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi, 19" alloys 5dr Hatch, Carbon flash, 5344 m. £13499 


£10299 

. £7999 

. £8499 


VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2013/13 Meriva 1.4 Exdusiv Turbo MPV, Sovereign silver, 9350 miles... 

2010/60 Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, pepper dust, 4766 miles. 

2010/60 Meriva 1.4 Turbo SE 5 Door MPV, Carbon Flash, 18885 miles... 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

2009/09 Zafira 1.6 Active 5 Door MPV, Ultra Blue, 8500 miles. £6999 

2010/10 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Elite ecoFLEX 5 Door MPV, Sov/Silver, 21037 miles. £9699 

2010/60 Zafira 1.9 CDTi Design 5 Door MPV, Sovereign Silver, 22889 miles. £9299 

2010/60 Zafira 1.9 CDTi Elite 5 Door MPV, Sapphire Black, 20322 miles. £8999 

2012/62 Zafira 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Tourer EX St/Stp MPV, Sov/ilver, 11 m. £16999 

VAUXHALL ANTARA 

2012/62 Antara 2.2 CDTi SE Nav St/Stp 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 8000 m... £17999 
CHEVROLET AVEO 

2012/62 Chevrolet Aveo 1.2 LS 5 Door Hatchback, Carbon Flash, 3280 miles ...£7499 

2009/59 Chevrolet Aveo 1.2 LS 5 Door Hatchback, Ice Silver, 13139 miles. £4799 

2010/10 Chevrolet Aveo 1.2 XS A/C 3dr Hatchback, Sport Blue, 20000 miles....£3999 

CHEVROLET CRUZE 

2013/13 Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LS 5 Door Hatchback, Summit White, 185 miles. .£8299 

2012/62 Chevrolet Cruze 1.7 VCDi LTZ 5 Door Estate, Grey, 7212 miles. £12999 

2012/12 Chevrolet Cruze 1.7 VDCi LT 5 Door Hatchback, Ice silver, 4326 miles £9999 
CHEVROLET MATIZ 

2007/57 Chevrolet Matiz 1.0 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Ice Silver, 28396 miles. £2699 

CHEVROLET SPARK 

2011/61 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 L 5 Door Hatchback, Cool Silver, 10395 miles. £5499 

2011/11 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 5 Door Hatchback, Super Red, 10000 miles. £4699 

2013/13 Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LT 5 Door Hatchback, ice silver, 6 miles. £7999 

OTHER MAKES 

2011 /11 Fiat Panda 1.2 MyLife 5 Door Hatchback, Flame red, 5691 miles. £4999 

2009/09 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5 Door Hatchback, Hot magenta, 13574 miles...£7699 

2009/09 Nissan Note 1.4 Acenta 5 Door MPV, Black, 27256 miles. £5499 

2010/60 Renault Wind 1.1TCE Dynamique S 2dr Convertible, Azzurro Blue, 13129 m .£6999 
2011/11 Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDICR Laurin & Klement 5dr Hatch, Damson Red, 16000 m. £12999 



BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 08430 221184 

57 Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1SH Tel. 08430 221126 


CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE 


I Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) & C02 emissions. Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 
I (3.3). C02 emissions (g/km): 324 - 88g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes & actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions & other non-technical factors. Pictures for illustration only. 


Motoring 


Newest car 
brand may 
be ready to 
tome of age 


By Matt Kimberley 


INFINITI has only been a separate company 
from its parent Nissan brand for a little more 
than a year now. And Infiniti cars have only 
been built at all since 1989. 

Undeterred, the firm is going up against some of the 
toughest opposition in the car market in the mighty 
shapes of Audi, BMW and Mercedes, who dominate the 
European premium car market almost completely. 

The Q50 is the spearhead with which Infiniti wants to 
give the big Germans a poking on their home turf. It’s 
sharply styled and easy on the eye in either of the body 
styles. Sport trim looks surprisingly different from the 
front when you put it next to a more relaxed Premium- 
spec car, but in isolation both look strikingly - refresh¬ 
ingly - different to what’s already out there. It’s sized in 
between BMW’s 3 Series and 5 Series, so it might just be 
a great catch-all compromise. 

The interior design is good, too, with a large centre 
console giving a snug, comfortable feel to a cabin that 
isn’t as open and spacious-seeming as some thanks to a 
windscreen and A-pillar sitting closer to the occupants 
than in rival cars. The console itself is dominated by two 
vertically stacked large screens; the top one recessed 
slightly into the surface and tasked with displaying the 
navigation system readout and visuals from the manoeu¬ 
vring cameras (front and rear). Unfortunately this 
screen is tilted back significantly enough to be prone to 
glare, especially since it’s not angled towards the driver 
in any way. If the sun is coming through the passenger 
side window it can be hard to see parts of the navigation 
readout. 

The lower screen, mounted flush with the console and 
topped with a smooth, glossy plastic cover, is effectively 
the touch-screen control panel via which the driver can 
adjust the myriad settings and personalisation options. 
It is rather vulnerable to fingerprints, but it’s quick to 
respond to touch and offers a clear, crisp app-style layout 
that anyone with a smartphone should feel right at home 
with. 

Economical 

Cabin storage is a mixed bag, with short-ish door 
pockets but a big central bin, which also houses two 12- 
volt power outlets, two USB ports, a 3.5mm jack and even 
a ‘video in’ socket to pipe pictures to the top screen - but 
not while you’re driving. 

Speaking of driving, you can have the Q50 as a diesel, 
which borrows Mercedes’s slightly clattery but poten¬ 
tially very economical 2,143cc four-cylinder engine, or as 
a petrol-electric hybrid that uses the electric motor as a 
‘supercharger’. It works like a charm, too, giving the 
Q50S (the hybrid’s special designation) an instant swell 
of torque low down in the rev range before the 3.5-litre 
V6 takes over to pump the overall power output to 
360bhp. 

In this guise the car excels in slow traffic under gentle 
throttle inputs, where the engine can switch off alto¬ 
gether until the battery is depleted. With the air condi¬ 
tioning on, though, the engine quite often has to keep 
cutting back in to power the auxiliary systems. 

The rear-wheel drive version of the Q50S is a very fine 
steer on twisty roads, too, where a genuinely adjustable 
and composed chassis shines through, thanks in part to 
the clever Direct Adaptive Steering (DAS), which in a 
world-first move isn’t connected to the front wheels by 
any mechanical means. It’s completely fly-by-wire, like a 
fighter jet, which means the steering responsiveness can 
be customised to how the driver wants it. It works bril¬ 
liantly, giving an increased measure of control and a 
greater sense of confidence, flattering a driver but also 
giving them the green light to exploit the wealth of talent 
it has. 

There are some small niggles with the new Q50, like 
the sat-nav screen’s glare issue, but it’s thoroughly 
enjoyable to drive. It cruises effortlessly, looks arguably 
much more stylish than the alternatives and feels solid. 
Infiniti’s customer service is reportedly somethingspe- 
cial, too, and you get the feeling that the youngest 
premium car manufacturer out there might be about to 
come of age. 


Bumper to bumper 


Model: Infiniti Q50S, from £40,000 on the road 
Engine: Fully enclosed 3.5-litre V6 petrol-electric 
hybrid system producing 360bhp and 403lb.ft 
Transmission: Seven-speed automatic gearbox 
driving the rear wheels 

Performance: Top speed 155mph (limited), 0-62mph 

in 5.1 seconds 

Fuel economy:45.6mpg 

C02 rating: 144g/km 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 
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Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


Freeflds 


iTsr 

FREE 

IT'S 

EASY 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressarid&tarjcom/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 



Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 

Monday, December 23 

8.30am - 6pm 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24 

8.30am - 2pm 

Christmas Day, Wednesday 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day, Thursday 26 

Closed 

Friday, December 27 

8.30am - 6pm 

Saturday, December 28 

Closed 

Monday, December 30 

8.30am - 6pm 

New Years Eve, Tuesday 31 

8.30am - 2pm 

New Years Day, Wednesday 1 

Closed 

Thursday, January 2 

8.30am - 6pm 

Friday, January 3 

8.30am - 6pm 

Saturday, January 4 

Closed 


Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


The co-operati\ 


funeralcare 

Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 

Serving the community with care and compassion. 


We will support you and ■ For information on 
your family before, pre-paid plans, call 0800 
during and after the 454 9400 or contact 

funeral H your local funeral home I 


27 Market Place 

Wednesbury Tel: 0121 556 6998 

wednesbury.funeral@midcountie s.coop_ 

Visit www.co-opmemorials.co.uk for more 
details about masonry requirements 

For more information regarding co-operative 
funeralcare visit www.coopfunerals.co.uk 


Thomas Ely 
& Son * 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 

W.EJones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902 606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 


George Webb & Son 


| FUNEI 


•geV 

RAL 


DIRECTORS l 

A Comprehensive 
24 Hour Personal Service 
17-19, St. Michael Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 7AB. 0121 553 0298 
www. geor ge webb. co .uk 


J. Hartkuni k Son 


a DiAfcrctfs 

BwUl 

•imiMm 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Di s nit y' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


funeral services 


ST MARTS 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
"care for more local families 

living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 

or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg, charity number: 503456 


monumental 

masons 


WH TINSLEY 

Monumental Masons 


Free Colour Brochure 
Free Home Visits 

123a Rood End Rd, Oldbury 

0121 552 2637 

whtinsley@hotmail.co.uk 


lost & found 


MISSING—Black and White Cat, 
from Rycecroft area since 
November 17. If found please 
contact on 01922 446040. 


Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11 + , SATS, 
Secondary GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


GCSE PREPARATION Experi¬ 
enced, current teachers, CRB 
checked. Only £5/ hour limited 2 
week offer! Call: 07816 825604. 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, rise and 
recline, excellent condition, £150. 
Telephone 07506 660317. 

FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
your toe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 

SINGLE ELECTRIC bed. 

£150. 

07506 660317. 


Leisure 

Time 


* Best Every Saturday Bootsale* 

10am - 1pm 

* Open 28th & 30th December * 

* A454 Rudge heath, between W’ton & * 

* Bridgnorth WV6 7EE * 

* www.bestbootsale.com * 

****** *?* 8 * 9 il* 6 * 7 *0*4J** ***** 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


ELECTRONIC ORGAN free stand- 
Matador 80, full working order, 
ono. 01922 634160. 


ing, IV 
£70 o 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



psychics 


PSYCHIC READINGS & party book¬ 
ings. West Brom indoor market. 
Special Offer £15. 07957 107958. 





Home & 
Services 


WINTER SALE 

UPTO 70% OFF 

STARTS BOXING DAY 10AM 


BFC FURNITURE 

BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single 
was £99 NOW £49.50. Doubles £89.50. 

Cleo Sofa Bed die clac in fabric or faux leather 
was £398 NOW £119 

Melissa Cabin Bed, with base cupboards and 
drawers, blue or pink, quality mattress, 
was £390 NOW £195. 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts from £69, 
memory foam matts £89, metal fashion beds 
frames £39, ottoman and leather sleigh beds, over 
1000 mattresses, wing chairs £119, recliner chairs 
£199, massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units-normally 


3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally £399 
clearance £149. Chairs £49. Recliners leather 
£199. Beds from £49. Mattresses from just £29. 
Bunk beds £99. 

OPEN 7 DAYS. SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby. 

0121 557 6885 — 


armchairs, pink, high backed, wel 
upholstered, very little use, £300. 

Brewood 01902 850790. 

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 

Double, brand new, never used. 10” 
thick, air flow system, still in pack¬ 
aging. RRP £599. Bargain at £130. 
07450 887796. Can deliver. 

REST ASSURED single cream 
divan bed, drawers, 1,000 pocket 
spring, as new. Cost £440, space 
needed sell £159ono. Eccleshall 
07792 720550. 

SUE RYDER NEW Charity shop 
open 27th Sep, Cannock. Need 
donations urgently. 01827 310963 

1X3 TIER clear glass TV stand, 
holds maximum 42 ins TV, as new 
) 00 d condition, £35. Call Ball on 


B ood condition, £35. Ca 
7852 149749 (Tipton). 


1 X TALL CLEAR glass table with 
silver matt legs, as new condition, 
£20. Call Bal 07852 149749 (Tipton 
area). 

2 X NEST OF TABLES, clear glass 
with silver matt legs, as new 
condition, £30. Contact Bal on 
07852 149749 (Tipton). 

4 x TIER GLASS UNIT, clear class 
with silver matt legs, as new 
condition, £45. Call Bal on 
07852 149749 (Tipton). 


markets 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3, 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOT 1 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 



SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 

* "i— & 





52 

ClassifiedAds 


A BIG, BIG DISCOUNT on cookers, 
fires, autos, fridge-freezer, built in 
ovens, hobbs, tumble dryers, twin 
tubs. Orders taken by phone. Past 
& Present 24-26 Church St, Bilston 
>osite Town Hall). 01902 




FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition £90. Can deliver. 07765 
106519. 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


COPINGS 5 y 2 INCH 

Grade 2 

£1.95 inc VAT each to clear. 

Other sizes available. 
Keelings Coping Centre 

0121 572 7978 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 

Also tile effect/box profile/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

GASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 years guarantee, OAP 
discounts. Call 07960 173589 / 
0800 633 5899 


AA 


DIGITAL 
AERIAUSa 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

mcassm 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


AA JONES AERIAL Specialists, Est 
1966, Excellent picture guaranteed 
or no charge. Call: 01902 882568. 

ALAN JONES THE ORIGINAL 

Aerial specialist, the best! Est 1955, 
57 years at the top! Recommended 
by thousands. Genuine, honest, 
100% reliable. We have watched 
them all come and go. Call: 01902 
885985. Any problem solved. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


V_ 


bathrooms 


db-maintenance.co.uk 

Kitchens and Bathrooms 
Free Quotes 

Call Dan on 0121 647 3585 / 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpet cleaning 


Carpets 
Cleaned 

£30 per room 
Book Now! 
Call Joe or Marilyn on 
07513 062571. 




carpet fitters 


_> supplie_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 




cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV cameras, 
supplied and fitted, domestic and 
commercial, same day service, free 
call out. Call Robbi on 07960 
173589/0800 633 5899 


carpentry & 
joinery 


* Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

* Doors and Flooring 

* Windows and Staircases 

* Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 

rww.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 
0121 531 0264/ 
07903 234 137 


C W JOINERY 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 
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Classif edAds 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


driveways & 
patios 


TARMAC SERVICES Tarmac 
drives, specialised drive painting, 
mini digger work, no job too small. 
Call: 07880 604282/07528387134. 


WHITNEY PAVING 
& LANDSCAPING 

Driveways, patios, 
fencing, walls. 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Quotes. 

0121 557 1084/ 
07957 450716 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 


handyman 
v services 


OUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house 

clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Good prices for 
Chesterfield suites. 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


painters / 
decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Call 07837 826372. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 

TWO MAN & VAN All clearances, 
single items to full loads, removals 
& waste collection. Best prices 
around! Call Lee: 07810 370904 


roofing 


MG^ 

ROOFING 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


ft' ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr jj* 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle, 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 


RUSSELL 
SKIPS 


A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


wrought iron 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07597 488290 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


ADORABLE MINIJack Russell 
pups, very pretty, 2 bitches, 1 dog, 
ready Jan 4, both parents can be 
seen, £250. 07775 600473. 

BLUE STAFFORDSHIRE bull 
terriers pups, 8 weeks old, five 
bitches, parents can be seen. £600 
-770‘‘- 


10. 07704 460757. 



‘MAX’ MISSING 

Last seen December 16, 2013, 
around 9.30pm, in Rowley 
Regis area. He is a short haired 
Collie, has black collar with tag, 
chipped, 5 years old. Has been 
castrated. 
07967116961. 


TWO SPRINGER SPANIEL 

puppies, 1 dog, 1 bitch, ready now, 
£250 ono. 01889 620405. 

YORKSHIRE TERRIER pups, 4 
boys, 2 girls, parents can be seen, 
£300 to £350. 01902 682296. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0TING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 

JOIN THE SELF EMPLOYMENT 
REVOLUTION for only £25. 

314 5641. 


Find out more-call: 0121 3 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



commercial 

premises 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 

6,000 Sq Ft High St Tipton 
7,000 SQ Ft Yard Tipton 

Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07788 591679 



I BUY HOUSES CASH Any Area. 
Any Condition. Legal Fees Paid. 
Best offer! Call Katey 07779159019 



No Deposit i 
**Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
‘Includes Most Bills 
D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEER Afternoon Shift. For 
varied Electro-Hydraulics work in a 
busy Aluminium Foundry 
www.lavender-diecast.co.uk 
Salary negotiable. 

Apply in writing only including 
CV giving details of experience to:- 
Dave Orme, J . H. Lavender & Co 
Ltd, Hall Green Works, Crankhall 
Lane, West Bromwich, B71 3JZ 


A GENUINE AND TRULY GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY for someone who 
has sales experience in any field. 
Working locally, day time Hours 9-5 
A very high monthly income is 
achievable Commission only. Talk 
to us you have nothing to lose. 
07931 479161 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available _ 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


murnm* 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


DRIVER CPC TRAINING. Choice of 
Courses, available 7 days. 35 hours 
just £250 all inc!! 07969 836034 


B 




Motoring 




FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi SPORT 

2004,108,000 miles, general good 
working condition. £2,000 ono. 
07837 307228. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.2 S, 5dr, silver, 05 
plate, 2 previous owners, 31,000 
miles, 7 months MoT, SH, PAS, 
CD, £2,399. 07507 677758. 


MA Urz 25 years' 

CARS UNDER £1000 

Full mots - Open 7 Days a week! 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN SAXO 2003, 4 door, 1.1 
MoT Nov 14, No tax. All details call 
07967 262615. (T). 

FORD FIESTA FLIGHT, 2001, 
92,000 miles, black, tax and MoT 
end Feb, sunroof, radio, alloys. 
£525 ono. 07462 454555. 


FORD TRANSIT recovery truck, new 
07 shape, refurb, absolutely mint, 
full MoT, long tax, lots of extras, 
£4,595. 07747 721674. 

PEUGEOT EXPERT 07 reg., new 
shape, Tax, MoT, 1.6 diesef, silver, 
224,986 miles, twin side loading 
doors. £2,750 ono. 07796 161397. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and 


Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £34. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone: 07791 486560 


£9 EACH FOR FIRST 2 Lessons, 

£18 a lesson after. Pass quick on 
manual ex BSM. 07957 254425. 
Wednesbury surrounding areas. 


M & C MOTORCYCLES Get your 
bike ready for next summer. Collec¬ 
tion and delivery. 01922 276552. 

YAMAHA WR125X White, 2012, 
2,130 miles. 

£2,600 ono. 

07527 829177 / 01384 243047. 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 


556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 


HGV PCV ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. CPC AND DA IIIIUA 
ADR COURSES. CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES I DM IIIIIIV 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
5? Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


SCB CAR HIRE 

From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 W 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 



accessories & 
services 


TL HARVEY LTD 

DISMANTLER 

Guaranteed second hand parts 
Fully Licensed to Scrap your car 
TRAMWAY CLOSE, DARLASTON 
0121 526 2341 
www.tlharvey. 




Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 


IN 


Personals 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


CALL SEXY LOCAL WOMEN for no 

fees adult fun. Contact 0700 802 
3093 for details. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


* 


URGENTLY SEEKING THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF A 
Mr J P Walker 

Last know address in 
Darlaston, Walsall. 
Please contact. 

Box Number PI 8985, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


* 

M 


XTASIA SWINGERS CLUB 

West Bromwich, www.xtasia.co.uk 
for full information. 07850 236053. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 


tion. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

and simply click the FreeAds icon 

NO INTERNET ACCESS? PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 

(ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 

Please note, if you wish to book an ad by phone, post or in person, • 
\ 3 / there will be a standard charge of £3.00 per advert. B 














Name: 

Adt 

Jress: 


Postcode: Tel No: 

1 enclose cheque/P.O. £.made payable to ‘MNA Ltd’. 

Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 













































































































































































Carpets 



Blinds & Curtains 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

7 VERTICAL BLINDS FROM £199 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE 9 QUOTE 


L RANGE OF BLINDS AVAILABLE 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 




CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 


MS 

QIIMiMMB 

Property Services 


Interior and Exterior 
Decorating 


Carpentry Work 

Fully Qualified 
Insured 
Est 15 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


Builders 


PJC Construction 

General Builders 

• Over 35 years experience 

• Sandwell & Birmingham MBC approved 

• Free Quotations in all types of building work 

• Full Renovations, Extensions, Fitted Kitchens 
& Bathrooms including wet rooms 

• New windows & conservatories 

• Garden walling & patios 

Tel: 0121 429 5024 Mob: 07774 854601 

179 Balden Road, Harborne B32 2ES 

E: p_crook@sky.com www.pjc-construction.co.uk * 

) A* 



Decorating 


* Interior and exterior 
painting and decorating 

* "Special discounts available from 
now until the 25th December 
when quoting Chronicle 1" 

♦ Special rates for OAPs 

0121 434 5679 
07507 070786 #^^ 


Double Glazing 



• Rubber Seals • Conservatory Leaks 
• Guttering and Fascias 
• Building and Property maintenance 
• Landlords/Commercial work undertaken 


S® ®a?/3E EMs Sa? 


- ^ 

www.window-wizard.co.uk 






T&D FENCING 


K 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS 


10% DISCOUNT ON ALL FENCING 



0121-565 4533 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


Electricians 



• Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 

Call now for a Free Quote 
Tel: 0121-533 9227 
24 HOUR 07733 344558 

El LEC^A 

Reg EPP31405 


GOLDIE I 

jQ ELECTRICAL j 
i H SERVICES i 

• • Full/Part Rewires • 

| • Extra Lights and Sockets | 

, • Security Lighting . 

I • Garden Electrics I 

| • All electrical repairs [ 

| FREE Quotes / No call out charge | 
i 35 years experience i 

Tel: 0121-553 7344 
j_Mobilej_078661804907J 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



Ring Tony or Julie on 


0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 


07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 



Locksmiths 



Lock replacement from £25.00 

UPVC Door - Window Repair Specialist 
•Glass Replacement ‘Lock outs ‘Vehicle Entry 
Professional Locksmith Service 
Low Fixed Prices/No VAT 

07877 941019 

www.oldbury-smethwick-locksmith.co.uk 



vtockRite 

T local locksmith a 
Security Services 

mac, __ 

✓ locfc'OArts, tost Kryv Broken locks 
/ Emergency loci & door ope*»ng 
/ uPVC specialise 
y Key Cutting on site 
/ British Standard neuntnew 


approved lochs uwd - BlMil 

cwcmo l #5 CQSEB 


SSL 0121 564 0049 


To advertise your business and reach over 65,542 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

0 

E-mail us at... ^ 

L.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake I 

Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 0QB 
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Local Specialist 




LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


P. A. Palmer 

Plasterer 

Covers the Whole 
ofSandwell 

Tel: 01384 250997 


F 

I 


Tired and Cracked?? 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 

(/C.A. Plastering 


f\l# 40b %04 


07538718264 


Daniel Henson 
Plastering 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING UNDERTAKEN 
Skimming, Overboarding, Dry Lining, Rendering 
Call for Free Quote 

01902 279343 
07989 394703 

Email: danhensonplastering@hotmail.co.uk 


0ISC06NT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

^^Nwv^discountdriyiewa^s^coAiji^^^^^ 



Rubbish Removal 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 


West Bromwich 


RUBBISH 

B A CHEAP RUBBISH 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

, Small Jobs ta f* 3 

>N0 problem tel 

I We load, V, 

1 No Skips ft —1 
I Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White 
1 Goods, House Clearances 

| 0121 5006033 

07938 207122 

L _____ J 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Pm 

Hai 


www.expressandstar. com/free-editions 
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Plumbing & Heating 


H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

fax All installations and repairs 
vEP* Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 


k iei: non u/soo 44s - uin-oui 0/0/ j 
^ www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 





COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating sy 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0121-5310277 Mobile: 07973 940002 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING W 


reps 
r fit 


•airs 

atting only 


• Central heating installation and r 
’ Bathrooms supplied and fitted o 

• Kitchen installation 

• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 
' Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 502 6217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.com 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


■ Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

■ General/Breakdown Service 

■ Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


site 

550781 


nsu 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 




All Plumbing. 

tnal Heating 
Gas wank 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
9121 557 5959 


Specialists 




t Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


A\LL IVIAX^JOf? 

CFSEETIE 
CA\ESE>S 
A\ CCEEEED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 

L^T Jl 07956 308581 

Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 

BEUMI7E OF IMMITM TIONS 

RAW GUTTERING 

and PLASTICS 

• Replacement Guttering, Clearing and Clearing. 

• Replacement and repair services are available. 

• Free Survey 

For a FREE no obligation quote, 
call Warren on 

07850 878 575 or 01384 859153 



I f^O/ discount on a full 
11 70 replacement with 
w this advert 
Call for further details 


HK^extrajn^« 


LONDON THEATRE 
BREAKS _ 



Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see 
the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay 
in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 





For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


I To advertise your business and reach over 65,542 potential customers... I 


Please read brochure/web page for full information 

|0 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 
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SPORT 


Jess Varnish’s sights are set on being world champion after overcoming injury 


Varnish at the Manchester Velodrome. Pictures by Patrick Muivaney 


Varnish celebrating a gold medal with Victoria Pendleton in the team sprint 


Bftes, pain and 200 camels 


AS an athlete Jess Varnish may be 
worth her weight in gold but in Mar¬ 
rakesh it seems her price is consider¬ 
ably lower. 

“I almost got sold, some guy wanted to buy me for 
200 camels,” she says. “I think it was because I’ve 
got blonde hair. He was going to my mum: ‘Is this 
your daughter?’ and mum was like ‘yeah’ and he 
replied: ‘She should come and live with me for 200 
camels.’ I was like ‘get me out of here now’.” 

Varnish laughs as she recalls the trip with mum Helen in 
February, designed to take her mind off the back injury 
which kept her out for almost six months. 

It capped almost 18 months of pain for the Halesowen 
cyclist following her Olympic disqualification from the team 
sprint final with Victoria Pendleton in 2012. 

The back problem literally added injury to the insult, but 
silver in the team sprint at the Mexico World Cup with 
Becky James recently proved her quality. 

It added to her team sprint, match sprint, 500m time trial 
and keirin titles at the National Championships in Novem¬ 
ber - and two bronze medals at the European Champi¬ 
onships a month earlier. It allows Varnish to be remarkably 
philosophical when we meet as the 23-year-old swings her 
feet over the seat in front of her at the Velodrome in Man¬ 
chester. 

Winning 

“The Olympics didn’t change me, it doesn’t define me 
being an Olympic champion or winning a medal,” says 
Varnish. 

“The injuries probably define me more than the 
Olympics, because you have to do it on your own. 

“Nobody - apart from the people who are really close to 
you - understands. You have to get on with it yourself. 

“I wasn’t naive, but I thought nothing bad was ever going 
to happen. I never thought I’d be restricted with what I 
could do. It’s probably good it’s happened, in a way. 

“If I got disqualified in the World final I would be gutted, 
but nothing would ever be as bad as the Olympics. I would 
be really sad, but I’d get on with it. 

“The Olympics is something you’ve been training for all 
your life, for this one thing, and then very quickly it’s gone. 

“It doesn’t even mean anything. The injury has put 
things into perspective. A few months ago I would have been 
happy going to Mexico just to do anything.” 

We touch further on the Olympics, but there is little else 
Varnish can say. She was the only competing member of the 
British cycling track team not to win a medal in London last 
summer. 

She and Pendleton were disqualified in the team sprint 
when they were guaranteed silver and would probably have 
won gold. The nation saw her distraught as Pendleton held 
her in the Velodrome, the chance of a medal gone, and she 
has moved on. 

There is a World Championship to think about in Febru¬ 



ary in Cali, Colombia, but it’s a goal Varnish doubted 
she would make after such a turbulent year. 

A backache on a training camp in Australia in 
January developed into a more serious problem 
and left her fearing missing another season. The 
mundane chores of cleaning and shopping - let 
alone continuing her career - were put on hold. 

And the seriousness of the problem was 
revealed with a simple sneeze. 

“Don’t even talk to me about that,” she 
says, still wincing with the memory. “It had 
been coming on for months. When I was 
in Australia, I could feel it every day and 
I just wanted to get home. 

“I had an injection and it was an 
epidural so it had to go into the discs. 

The needle is long and you go in and out 
of a scanner when it’s in your back. 

They said: ‘That should do it,’ but in 
my mind it was still there. It felt OK, 
but when you’re hurt your body just 
knows. 

“Then one day I was doing a lift in 
the gym and it just went. I started 
crying, and I never thought I’d cry in 
the gym. I thought I’d broken it, I 
couldn’t walk, couldn’t bend down or 
anything. 

“And when I got home I sneezed - oh 
my God! I dropped to the floor in pain - 
my legs just went. 

“Liam (Phillips - Varnish’s boyfriend 
and UCI BMX World Champion) wasn’t 
in the room but I was like ‘Liam, what the 
hell just happened?’ My body was out of 
control; it was bizarre and really scary. 

Now I’ve got to sneeze with my mouth 
open - and just get my germs everywhere. 

I have to, just because of paranoia.” 

Varnish had torn the L5/S1 disc in her 
lower back with fluid leaking out of the 
disc and surgery or enforced rest were 
the only options. 

She chose rest and only managed to 
return to concerted training in July, 
nearly six months after the initial prob¬ 
lems. 

It was the first injury of her career - give 
or take a day or two off - and in an honest 
and vulnerable moment left her question¬ 
ing a return to the top. 

“I wasn’t thinking about retiring, but I 
didn’t think I’d be able to come back as 
before,” she says.“Every time I was on the 
bike it was hurting and I didn’t want to do it 
for the rest of my life with pain. There would be 
no enjoyment. 

“I’d go on my rollers in the morning or on a gym bike 




but I couldn’t bend over. I’d just be in pain and how 
was I meant to put power down in this position? 
“The idea of doing a start made me want to cry. 
Your back is central so everywhere felt awful, I 
had pain in my legs, everywhere. 

“I’d worked so hard to put on muscle and get 
stronger and more powerful but I came back and 
everyone was saying I’d wasted away. 

“I couldn’t do anything to keep the muscle 
there, I lost 7kg just of muscle. 

“It’s bizarre because people would 
think you’d get fat, but I just lost it. I felt 
awful and weak and thinking: ‘How I 
am ever going to get back to do 
this?’After the time off I’d come back 
to the track and train and it would 
hurt, so they’d just send me home. It 
was one step forward and two steps 
back all the time.” 

Varnish blames the lack of down 
time after the Games for her injury, 
believing her body could not cope 
after the demands of preparing for 
London 2012. 

She had just two weeks off in an 
attempt to ride herself out of the 
disappointment but admits, in 
future, she will ask British Cycling 
chiefs for more rest. 

“We never ever get a break. 
Looking back I’m really going to 
push to have that time because if I’d 
had more time off after the 
Olympics, I don’t think I’d have 
been injured,” she says. 

“I came back too early, 100 per 
cent. I had a couple of weeks off, but 
I wanted to do it for myself because 
f what happened at the Games. I 
wanted to get back into it myself to 
prove I was still in good shape. 

“Your body can’t do it at the 
end of the day - so I ended up 
having to have five months off. 
Vicky put a lot of things in per¬ 
spective and then Chris Hoy got 
in touch to say that, although 
things might seem horrible, I 
was doing the right thing and I 
would get back into the sport. 
“To be encouraged by two people 
who had been through it all was 
wonderful.” 

Varnish cracks another 
smile, joking about her own 
misfortune. But when it 
comes to her return, she is 
focused. 


China’s Lee Wai Sze has built on her bronze in the keirin 
at London 2012 and team sprint world and Olympic cham¬ 
pions, Germany’s Kristina Vogel and Miriam Welte - who 
beat Varnish and James in Mexico - are chief threats. And 
even though she and James were under China’s old world 
record time set at London 2012, they were still second in 
Aguascalientes recently. 

So does Varnish, who immediately lost the team sprint 
world record she set with Pendleton at London 2012 to 
China in the very next race, need to get faster? 

“Yep,” she says matter-of-factly. “Everyone has got faster, 
which is great because it shows the sport is going in the right 
direction.” 

Her training has changed, incorporating more pilates, as 
the Worlds and the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow this 
summer loom. “I don’t think it’s going to be gone ever,” says 
Varnish, who began track cycling at an early age and was 
selected to join British Cycling’s Olympic Development Pro¬ 
gramme in 2005, making selection a year ahead of her age 
group. 

“It’s always going to be something I’ll have to manage - 
and want to manage. It could come back at any time and I 
want to keep my body healthy for as long as possible. I’m 23 
and hopefully have a long career ahead of me. 

“It was such a bad injury; I don’t want anything like that 
again. I’ll always be aware of it and I’ll always do rehab and 
pilates. 

Frustration 

“That’s what I’ve started to do because of my back. I’ve 
had to change in the gym, I can’t do some lifts which I used 
to do because of the load on the disc.” 

There’s no frustration now, though, even after watching 
sprint partner James take gold in the keirin and sprint at 
the World Track Championships in Minsk in February. 

The pair, who grew up together in the British Cycling pro¬ 
gramme, were in Pendleton’s shadow. 

But there is no battle to become the sport’s new golden 
girl. “We are really good friends, we’ve been doing the same 
training, have pushed ourselves and raced together at the 
World Cup,” says Varnish, who also rides for Team V-Sprint 
Racing, which was founded by dad Jim, a former National 
and World Cycle Speedway champion. 

“I didn’t get the icing on the cake at the Worlds because I 
was in good shape apart from my back, but Becky got all the 
rewards from it. 

“It wasn’t my time. Becky has had her injuries, I was 
happy it all came together.” 

Varnish dreams about being world champion and emulat¬ 
ing James - the closest she has come was team sprint silver 
in 2011 - something she thought she would have to put on 
hold for another year. 

But after overcoming her demons, on and off the track, it 
is a realistic aim in February. 

The scars have healed and Varnish is happy to the point 
where she apologises for talking about things too much. It 
has been a long road, but something which has left her fear¬ 
less. 
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long road ahead 

Cycling ace Jess sets sights 
on world championships 
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Vydra’s 
late goal 
stops rot 
for Albion 

Albion 1 Hull City 1 

A SHARE of the spoils in 
Keith Downing’s first game 
as caretaker boss charge 
stopped the rot for Albion, 
who looked to be on course 
for a morale-crushing fifth 
successive defeat until Matej 
Vydra popped up to rescue a 
draw. 

But the super Vydra finish 
which at least muted the 
full-time boos around The 
Hawthorns could not dis¬ 
guise another disjointed 
display that laid bare the 
challenge facing Steve Clar¬ 
ke’s long-term successor. 

Another sub-25,000 crowd 
at The Hawthorns was 
forced to endure a grim 
scrap, though Albion, to 
their credit, at least sum¬ 
moned the reserves of 
resilience and spirit to push 
hard in the second half and 
rescue the point that their 
endeavours deserved. 

The visitors took the head 
on 28 minutes when they 
broke from a Baggies corner. 

City cleared their lines 
and as Danny Graham 
chased the ball down, Jake 
Livermore burst fully 70 
yards and found himself and 
his team-mate in a two-on- 
two showdown with Billy 
Jones and Chris Brunt. The 
Baggies pair had no answer 
as Graham squared and Liv¬ 
ermore finished. 

It was all square with four 
minutes left as substitute 
Zoltan Gera produced a fab¬ 
ulous pass to enable Vydra to 
finish. 

Perry boost 
for Cradley 

TOM PERRY handed 
Cradley Heathens a perfect 
Christmas gift by securing a 
return for this year. 

Paul Starke, a hero of last 
season’s grand slam team, 
has also agreed a new deal to 
spearhead the side. 

Talented 16-year-old rider 
Max Clegg is already on 
board along with Steve 
Worrall, who was chased by 
a host of other clubs. 

“When I got the call I was 
happy to be coming back 
home,” said Perry. 

Without Perry in their 
side, the Heathens romped 
to a clean sweep of National 
League honours in 2013. But 
now he is back, Perry has his 
eyes set on repeating those 
achievements to earn his 
own National League 
winners’ medal. 

He added: “It was a great 
season for Cradley last year. 

“Hopefully, this time I can 
have a good year and the 
club can carry on winning 
trophies with me involved.” 


welborn snatches title from Carruthers 


ROWLEY Regis fighter Jason 
Welborn produced a great lev¬ 
eller after coming from behind 
to rip a second Midlands title at 
two weights from Birmingham’s 
Terry Carruthers. 

Welborn, a former area cham¬ 
pion at welterweight, replaced 
his former crown with Car¬ 
ruthers’ belt at light middle 
after blood was shed at the 
Holiday Inn in Birmingham. 

The champion had set a fast 
pace but was sliced open above 
Jason Welborn shows off his Midlands both eyes by the eighth round, 
title belt. Picture: Rob Ellis-UKO boxing forcing referee John Keane’s 



Boxing 


intervention 52 seconds into the 
session. 

The fight doubled up as a 
British title eliminator and 
Welborn said: “As the rounds 
went on, I could tell I was hitting 
and hurting him. 

“When I saw the blood, I just 
kept working on him. 

“I stepped it up and I feel it 
would have really told after 
another round or two. When he 
was cut, it was only a matter of 
time. It’s a British eliminator. 


That’s what I was in there for, 
not just the Midlands - 2014 will 
be my year, I am on top of the 
world now.” 

On the undercard, Hale¬ 
sowen’s Lennox Clarke shut-out 
Jody Meikle on points. 

The two light heavyweights 
clashed in the evening’s opening 
bout and, by the final bell, the 
raw but brutal Clarke met an 
immovable object in the Scun¬ 
thorpe slugger. 

Clarke, who has bypassed the 
amateur ranks completely, had 
wiped out everything in his path 


on the white-collar circuit, but 
stayed cool and went with 
Meikle to record a 40-36 verdict. 

Birmingham’s Craig Cun¬ 
ningham was 2-1 on knock¬ 
downs before rolling over a 
39-37 points winner in a four- 
round middleweight bout 
against Stoke’s Marcus Le 
Doux. 

Fellow Brummie Michael 
Rooney scored a fourth straight 
pro win at light welterweight in 
a four-round points landslide 
over Kristian Laight, his rival’s 
180th paid contest. 


DEFENCE DAMPEN 
ALBION'S SIZZLED 


West Ham 3 Albion 3 

WHEN Saido Berahino capped a fine 
performance with a fabulous goal, 
maybe there was a tinge of regret for 
ex-boss Steve Clarke at his reluctance 


to let him off the 
leash more often. 

As Albion fell 1-0 down 
early on and 3-2 behind 
in the second half, there 
might have been a hint of 
relief that he could sit 
and watch without the 
emotional involvement. 

But when they turned the 
game around to lead 2-1, 
then snatched a late equal¬ 
iser maybe Clarke longed 
for the thrill of the dugout. 

One thing is certain, after¬ 
wards, when French Twit- 
tersphere went berserk over 
Anelka’s ill-judged goal cele¬ 
bration, we can be sure 
Clarke was delighted to be 
nowhere near. 

Successors 

A penny, too, for the 
thoughts of Clarke’s poten¬ 
tial successors. No.l con¬ 
tender Pepe Mel appears to 
have fallen by the wayside. 

The sight of Berahino 
flourishing in his preferred 
central position and Anelka 
finally making his presence 
felt will doubtless encourage 
whoever gets the job. Yet the 
defending that allowed a 
poor Hammers side to net 
three goals might give pot¬ 
ential bosses nightmares. 

Keith Downing, as care¬ 
taker head coach, could hold 
the reins for a while longer 
as the Baggies move on from 
the Mel saga, and he seemed 
to enjoy himself once again 
as his side took everyone on 


Football 


a breathless rollercoaster. 
His recalling of Anelka two 
months after his last appear¬ 
ance paid off. A second-half 
change saw Lugano with¬ 
drawn, a back-four restored 
and Albion on the front foot. 

The signs did not look 
promising for Downing and 
Co when they fell behind 
just four minutes in as 
Lugano chased the ball, Joe 
Cole exchanged passes with 
Kevin Nolan and scored. 

The Baggies turned the 
game on its head in six 
minutes at the end of the 
first half. In the 40th minute 
Youssouf Mulumbu found 
Brunt, who produced a won¬ 
derful, early through-ball to 
send Anelka clear and allow 
the Frenchman a cool finish. 

Then Jonas Olsson’s 
header from a Brunt corner 
was blocked on the line with 
Anelka forcing home the 
rebound. But two goals in 
three minutes saw the 
Hammers change the game. 

Foster had just made a 
save to deny Modibo Maiga 
when the Baggies keeper 
made a howler, allowing the 
half-time substitute’s strike 
to sneak past him for an 
equaliser. And then, Maiga 
headed down Mark Noble’s 
cross and Nolan forced the 
ball home for a 3-2 lead. 

Just two more minutes 
passed before Brunt fed 
Berahino, who blasted a 
perfect cross-shot home. 



[Capital gain as point is made 


Tottenham 1 Albion 1 

IT was only one point. But it felt 
like a pretty big Christmas present 
from Keith Downing to his long¬ 
term replacement. 

As Albion’s players prepared for the 
arrival of their latest head coach Pepe 
Mel, they dug in for the kind of draw 
that Downing will hope changes the 
mood into which the new man walks. 

The battling point came against a 
backdrop of struggle and strife in the 
last few weeks suggesting that the new 
gaffer will inherit a squad with much of 
its spirit and commitment still intact. 

Bigger tests lie ahead in the coming 
weeks in crucial home games in which 
Albion will be expected to make the 
running. Yet, as festive bonuses go, 
Boxing Day’s felt pretty special on the 


back of a string of major setbacks 
including the loss of former boss Steve 
Clarke. While the draw might have 
been the result of a backs-to-the-wall 
effort, it was still richly deserved. 

Christian Eriksen’s brilliant opener 
from a free-kick gave Spurs a lead they 
will feel they had earned. But by the 
time it arrived, Albion had found their 
feet and Jonas Olsson’s equaliser just 
two minutes later was well merited, 
too. 

Brave 

It was Spurs who threatened first, 
when a lay-off from Emmanuel Ade- 
bayor found Lewis Holtby, whose shot 
had the sting taken from it courtesy of 
a brave block by Craig Dawson, allow¬ 
ing Ben Foster to make a simple catch. 

Yet, when Spurs took the lead on 36 


minutes, it came a little against the run 
of play and amid controversy. The 
Baggies were left seething when referee 
Anthony Taylor awarded a free-kick 
late for an alleged foul by James Morri¬ 
son on Kyle Walker, with Downing 
screaming his disgust at the officials. 

And his mood was even blacker when 
Eriksen bent the free-kick over the 
Baggies wall and in off the crossbar. 
Albion’s anger was eas-ed less than two 
minutes later, however, when Morrison 
won a free-kick of his own and saw his 
side draw level. 

He was tripped by Eriksen and, when 
Morgan Amalfitano delivered a set- 
piece into the Spurs box, Adebayor 
made a hash of clearing it. 

The loose ball dropped nicely for 
Jonas Olsson, who had the simple task 
of poking it into the empty net. 


Club still 
in talks 
with Mel 

ZOLTAN GERA claims 
Pepe Mel could have the 
‘Pochettino effect’ at Albion 
if the Spaniard wins the race 
for the Hawthorns hot-seat. 

Mel was due for further 
talks with the Baggies hier¬ 
archy on Friday over suc¬ 
ceeding Steve Clarke, 
although the club insist 
there are other contenders. 

But the 50-year-old 
former Real Betis coach 
remains favourite to land 
the job and Gera believes a 
foreign coach could have a 
similar effect to Mauricio 
Pochettino, who has led 
Southampton to the top half 
of the Premier League after 
arriving as a relative 
unknown to replace the con¬ 
troversially-sacked Nigel 
Adkins. 

“I don’t know whether a 
foreign manager will come 
in or not, but you never 
know,” said the Hungary 
international, who made his 
first start in almost a year in 
Boxing Day’s 1-1 draw at 
Tottenham in caretaker boss 
Keith Downing’s second 
game in charge. 

“If you look at Southamp¬ 
ton, they are doing well with 
a foreign manager. 

Archer hits 
target twice 

Tipton 2 Causeway Utd 2 

TWO Jordan Archer goals 
came within a late equaliser 
of Tipton taking all three 
points against Black 
Country rivals Causeway. 

Jack Pearlman’s excellent 
equaliser with five minutes 
to go gave Causeway a share 
of the spoils. Jovan Blake- 
Walker had brought United 
level for the first time. 

Tipton followed up with a 
2-0 Boxing Day win at Tivi- 
dale, thanks to a Luke 
Paskin own goal and Marvin 
Nisbett. 
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0121 557 3649 

(9am-5pm) 

Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 


Providing personal care and support to the people 
of Tipton and surrounding areas 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join 
our company as care workers to meet our ever increasing client list: 


Tipton 

Tipton, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, Dudley & now covering Great Barr| ^ Lfrnited^ 



























